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3fi5 T^xcellencp tl)e llfoa’ble 

Cor6 Tfrwin of 3iirb^ Kn6er5als, 

P.C., G.C.S.I., G.C.I.E., 

Viceroy and Gouernor-Generai of India. 


Through His Excellency Sir WILLIAM SINCLAIR MARRIS, 

K.C.S.I., KX.I.E., 

Governor of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh. 


ITDa^ It please IDour £a:ccnenci^, 

1. I am moved to submit this represeutatioUj for the 
gracious cousideration of Your Excellency, by the circum- 
stances which the recent political cha ages brought about by the 
new Government of India Act, as the first instalment of the 
responsible Government in this country, have given rise to. 
These changes by revolutionising the system of Government in 
British India will assuredly affect unfavourvibly my status and 
rights in respect of the territories formerly known as the four 
Sircars of Benares, Chunar, Ghazipur and Jauupur and which now 
comprise the present Benares division. 


•The aupyleraeri-fc of tlua 
memorial, para 3 

tThe aupplemeiib of fclua 
memorial, paras )2 and 17 18 

:I:The sappiemont of this 
memorial, para 32 

§The supplement of this 
memorial, paraa 54, 55, 5G, 
etc 


2. These hereditary possessions of my House, held by my 
forefathers by virtue of a grant from the Emperor Mohammad 
Shah of Delhi*, confirmed by most solemn pledges by two Hawab- 
Wazirs of Oudht, guaranteed no less solemnly by Warren Hastings 
on behalf of the East 'India Company t, reaffirmed “ in perpetuity J ” 
by him, later on, by a special Sanad, and at present administered 
by the British Government in trust|, are in danger of being per- 
manently lost to my line ; and passing from our hands inte the 
grasp of those who are rightly my subjects. Such a contingency 
will not only inflict upon my family an unwarranted slur and 
an undeseived pecuniary loss, hut will also not do credit to the 
good name of the British Government whose scrupulous regard 
for its treaties and engagements has always been proverbial. 


3. In solicitiug the generous attention of Your Excellency 
to this representation I appeal to the political history of my 
House which has, for convenience, been given as a supplemcint 
to this memorial. This will ac^uaifit Your Excellehey, with the 
varions stages of the rise of my family, culminating in 



f osscshion of liho above statetl four Sircara with full sovereign powers,, 
togoiher with those ot its gradual doolino to the level of an, almost, 
ordinary zaiuindar, when the just British Clovernmcut once again 
came to its rescue and put a stop to its further decline, by grant- 
ing me, and my House, a pcriuanont and detined status, amongst 
tUe Haling Princes of India, and by transferring a portion of my 
family domains to my rule. 


4. A perusal of this history will show that the fii’st connec- 
tion of my family with the four Sircars, began in the year 1738 
Wtsu, they were bestowed upon Haja Balwant Singh, the founder 
of my House, by the Emperor Mohammad Shah of Delhi''’. This 
grant was subsequently conlirmod by Nawab Sliuja-ud-Daulah, 
when Oudii became an mdepondont prliicipalily, of which the 
then province of Benaros, comprising tlio four above stated 
Sircars, was a partt. 


6, The entry of the British power into the political arena of 
Upper India about this time created a critical situation for my 
family. Benares became a pawn in the liands of the two rival 
powers, the East India Company and the OudhJ, and had to 
acknowledge the suzerainty now of this power, and then of that, 
as the political ejcigencies of the time demanded. But those 
frequent changes did not affect the loyalty and unshaken fidelity 
of Raja Balwant Singh to the British power, whom he continued 
to serve and support under all eircumstancos. At last the 
suzerainty of Benares finally pissed to the British in the year 1775§, 
when Warren Hastings confirmed Rija Chet Singh, the natural 
son of Balwant Singh, in the chiofship of Benares (comprising the 
four Sircars) “ with complete and unconrrolled ” jurisdiction over 
it, subject to the payment of a tribute of 22| ]akhs||. Six years 
later, Chet Singh, as a punishment for his alleged rebellious con- 
duct, was deposed*^ and the “next reversionary heir” of the 
“reigning family**,” Raja Mahip Narain, was appointed “the 
great Chief of Benarestt,” in consideration of his “just rights**,” 
by the Q-overnor-0eneral, who presented him with a fresh Sanad 
(grant), confirming him in the possession of the four Sircars 
“in perpetuity,” with complete jurisdiction over them, and raising 
the apaouut of the Company’s tribute from 22^ lakhs to 40 lakhstj:. 
(.in 'prder to keep tl^e new Rija away from the temptation of 
etample of his predecessor, Chet Singh, in repudiat- 
fileudal obligations, “the power of levying forces and 
|ihtdntaining fortreS8es§§ ” was taken out of his hands, 
'.power of mintage and the civil and criminal 
Bena3res(|||. In all other respects he 
oceiipie'd his two forebears RajaS 



iingh,’ Whb^^^ of his 

j^oathe : subjeci; ^ 'epilepsy*^* 
!i Ry !; ] naturally 

Ws -a^faars 


'’rara 3 of Uui wupiilcmbiit. 
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§Para 19 of tlio supplement 


II Paras 23 and 24 of the 
supplement 

•jj Para. 30 of the supplemout. 

Far as. 31 and 32 of tJie 
supplement, 

tl* AibcliiBon’s Treaties, Vol 
I, p. 71. 


ft Para 32 of tJie supplement 


§§ Para 32 of the supplement, 


illlPara. 'i2 of the supplement. 
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^ Far Ill'S J-iO am] Jl of thn 
Mupplnnioiifc. 


“t Taras. 38 and 12 of the 
siipplemeiifc 


t Tar.i, ITof the sii]>plemeiifc 


§ Tata U of the HiippliMnonb 


11 Para. ‘W of the aupplc- 
iiaoijb. 


^ Paras ol, of and B5 of tho 
supplement 


^‘^Para 79 of the supple- 
mont. 


ft Par a 03of tUcaapph^ment 


ft Par i. 79 of the supplement 
also Aitchison’s 'iVf3aties, Vol 

1. P 74 


§5 Pata, 7J5(a) of the supple- 
meiit. 


1(11 Preambles of Kfegulations 
II, V and XT of lT9d. 


wHcli had to bo ndminifalered at first by native dcymlies 
and ultimitely by the IBi'ifi&li Residont as bin coadjutor \ tlio 
ai'rangcmenl being merely temporary and hiibject to aimuhneut 
whenever the Rnja was found compel’ent to take up the adminis- 
trationf. Tho Rnja^s infirmity and imbecility, however, inci eased 
with advaiiciiig years with a proportionate increase of the Resi- 
deni’s authority in the government of the Benares territory till 
at length he (the Resident) “became invested almost with 
supreme powers of control, the authority of the Raja being 
recognised rather as a matter of courtesy than of laGt:[; ^ 

n ^ 

7. The supremo fiutliority thus exereised by the Resident, was, 
however, without any legal justification, and as such he was 
iuoonipeteut to initiate or carry out any measure of reform without 
the sinctiou of tho Raja who was the de jure ruler of tho Province^. 
With tho incroiiso of the Raja's imbocdlity the task ot obtaining his 
consent to such measures gradually became ditfieult, if not impossible ; 
and as a result the alTaira of the country became hopelessly con- 
fused and disorganised. The only solution of tho diffioultyll, if the 
country was to be saved from ut.er desolation, lay in making him 
(the Raja) agree to delegate his authority to the Company’s Grovern- 
ment in order to enable the latter to act independently of him. The 
Raja was therefore induced in the year 1794, only a few months 
before his death, to execute an Agreement, by which ho transferred 
the administration of the four Sircars to the East India Oompxny, 
retaining his sovereign rights over themIF. 

8. This arrangement was essentially of a temporary nature 
and as such was no doubt salutary. Unfortunately Raja (Tdit 
Narain Sinffh, who next sueoeeded under a Sanad sabatanticlly 
like that of IPs father, was only 13** years of age and so the 
arrangement was prolonged and in time came to be regarded, by 
the Government, as one which should not bo distnrbedtt . 
Therefore when RajaUdlt liar tin arrived at years of discretion, 
and should have been invested with the powers exercised by his 
grandfather. Raja Balwant Singh, and recognised in the Sanad 
granted to his father, and in his own sanad JJ, he was kept in 
■ a state of dependence, which had been unavoidably created by his 
father’s incapacity. 

9. The reason of this fi'eatment of Raja TJdit Narain Singh 
appears to be first, that as the Government records of those times 
were in a most confused state, and the papers relating to the 
above transaction practically uvitraceable, the government of the day 
was quite in ignorance of the real history and status of my House^§; 
and secondly that Government had in 1795, immediately after 
Raja Mahip Narain’s death, while his successor was stnnTn 
infant, passed no less than four Regulations for the Pr^ivinoe ot 
Benares land although this was done with the alleged oonourreucetlj) 
of Raja Mahip Narain, previously obtained, and ostensibly ip 
his interests, yet the length of time during which the adwihfe'*' 
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tration of tho four aircara had romainod in tlio hands of 
Grovormnent, had produood a atoong dishudinatioii to hand over 
tho territory to the saeeessor of its fonneir ruler. Aecordiugly 
when Ilaja ITdit Naraiii Singh pressed hia claims, with voUc- 
moiiGe and pertinaeity, repudiating the Agreement of 1794'*', 
they received no attention; and in order that they might be 
effectually silenced a regulation (VII of 1828) was passed which 
treating the provisional Agreement of Raja Miahip Narain as final, 
and pronouncing its operation a failure, enacted that the Raja 
in bis Family Domains, which were not affected by tho 
Agreement, should become almost a ciphert. 


10. Raja Udit Warain died in 3.835 and was succeeded by my 
father Raja IsUwari Prasad Naraiu Sirigh;|;, at the ago of 14. A 
3anad was also conferred on him recognising him tho “ pormwont 
remind ir of the Sircarg§,” tho inhabitants of which wore 
enjoined “to obey his ordersH". My father in his turn also 
prosecuted the family claim, with vigour to bo restored to the 
government of his country, but with no bettor success, except in 
so far that the government of Lord Oamiing recognised his 
status to be that of a Ruling Prince, by presenting him with the 
sanad of adoption, which was exclusively meant for tho “ chiefs 
that now govern their own Territoriesf ”, This position of the 
Raja was again reaffirmed by the government of Lord North- 
brook**. ' 


11. These theoretical recognitions of the position of my House, 
however, brought no practical benefit in their train, and encroach- 
ments upon our rights and privileges, continued to be the rule 
rather than the exception. 


12, The Mutiny of the year 1857 gave my father an opportunity 
f showing how much stronger than his resentment, was the 
oyalty of a faithful vassal. On his own initiative, and at his own 
ost, he kept open the communication between Benares and Agra , 
hen the seat, of the Local Government, while furnishing trans- 
i^irts and supplies to the troops hurrying to the scene of action, 
(hd . giving shelter to those in need of ittt- Honours reserved for 
Ruling .Ghiefs,' and consisting mier alia of a Grand Commandership 
India and a hereditar,y salute of 13 guns, were 
fiii^ for hia servicesJI;, and were received with the 

hy him. But while on the one hand they raised 
of the public they served on the 'other to 
of hia position ‘a Ruling Chief with no 

pti* the position, of my family hepame more 
;!,|i^nd I a senes or ehcroachments upon our 
in . bntii eyen the 

mad^l'S-Pplipable to, 
Skrtnd/of if/aRfi'. ond Wore accepted 


* l^ftraa 8<) utid 8inf Mic aup- 
plomoriL 


I* rrtmmljli) of Ilo^ultiUon 
VlX of 1828. Alrtn purR. 81 of 
tho 


f l\LriL 81 of htin BiipphunbHlt. 


Q AiliOliiHori'rt 'LVoahipfl, VoL 
I, |L 70. iXXXil), 

mujil,, puni, 80, 

II AitDhifion’rt Vol. 

(XXXU). 


ITSupplomeiib to Lhia memo- 
rial, para. 87. 


** Suppioment, para. 98. 


H* Biipploment, para. 86. 


Supplement, para. 87, 
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^ Apli ‘U'U^ Nn. 1. 


f L^lr^Lfl. and SU of the 
Hiipplo intent. 


Piirti . 39 of fclu ^upplti- 
mcnt 


as ilie basis of Ihe relation of my House with the Paramount Power, 
came gradually to be noticeable more, in their breach, than in their 
observance ; and ultimately the Agreement itself practioally ceased 
to possess any but an academical value. The tendency to ignore 
the true position of my House, from whatever cause it might have 
originated, grew apace, till even the Family Domains, which were 
left unaffected by the Agreement began to be treated as an integral 
part of British India, inspite of the conferment of the Sanad of 
adoption upon my father, in recognition of his status as a ruler ; 
and notwithstanding the ruling of the High Court of Juclicalui;e . 
of the North-Western Provinces that the Domains did not "form 
pirt of the ordinary British Territory and my family occupied the 
place of the Government in that tract*. By the end of the lOth 
century tlie position of my House, inspito of the declaration of 
Lonl Northbrook’s /jovernment to the ootitraryf, was hardly 
distinguisluitde from that of an ordinary i^ernindar, and ha<l it not 
been for the payment by the Government of a lakh of rupees per 
annum, the surplus revenue of the four Sircars, the oonuectionof my 
House with those Sircars would have been totally lost and confined 
only to the pages of the ancient history or to the shelves of the 
ai'chives of the Foreign office record rooms. 

14. When after the death of my father Raja Ishwari Prasad 
Narain Singh, I succeeded to his title, ray position appeared to me 
to bo really intolerable. Not a particle of political power was left 
to me, and the interference from Government officers even in the 
administration of the Domains became so great, so frequent and so 
onerous that it became an almost paramount duty with me, for 
the very existence of my House as a political unit, to either mend 
or end the situation:^. I-accordingly approached the Government, 
in the year 1905, with a representation praying for the grant of a 
defined and permanent status to me and to my House amongst the 
Ruling Princes. The Government of Lord Minto very generously 
recognised the justice of my prayers and granted them, by transfer- ' 
ring a part of my Family Domains to my rule§, thereby placing me 
and my posterity under an eternal debt of gratitute and making 
the bond of attachment of my House to the person and throne of 
His Majesty stronger, if that was possible. 

15. The problem of the status of iny House was thus graciously 
decided by the Government in our favour, but the question of my 
restoration to the administration of the four Sircars, which were 
granted to my family in perpetuity ” and from the enjoyment 
of which my House was deprived for no known reason, was still 
left undecided. I consequently resolved to appeal to the justice 
of the Government once again in that respect. But hardly was 
ray representation ready when the Great European War bruiTo" 
out and I did not consider the time appropriate to approach the 
Government with a statement of my grievances.' I therefore 
waited for a more favourable opportunity., But hardly the dins of 
vfar were silenoqd #hen the fatefU^ .declaration of thb grant of tho ' 
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lio&ponsiblo 8<i'*'ornmoni to India was announced, as ilio declared 
]X)licy of the British Farliament, and the now Qoverninont of 
India Act, as the first instalment of that policy, soon followed. 

16. This revolution in the system of the government of this 
country hrouglit about a critical position for my House, so far as 
our connection with the four Sircars was concerned. Till now the 
ownership of British India was vested in the British Parliament as 
representing the British Nation. But nudor the newly declared 
policy it will eventually be transferred to the Indian people, 
"tt^less these my hereditary possessions, which are at present 
administered by the Government in trust for me and my House, 
arc transferred lo luy administraLion, there is every danger of Lhoir 
being perm.anently lost lo ns, passing from our hands lo Ihoso of 
our own de juro subjects wilh incalculable and abiding- loss to our 
prestige, right, privilege and income. This oonsidcrauon has 
prompted mo to apjtroach Your Kxcelloncy with tliia humble 
memorial to receive justice at Your Kxcollency’s gracious hands 
before it is too late. 


17. The clclailed political history of my House given in the 
appendix to this memorial will serve to show to Your Excellency 
that the four Sircars constituting the then province of Benares 
were granted to my' great-grandfather Ilaja Mahip Narain “in 
perpetuity* ■’ with full sovereign rights, and complete jurisdiction, 
in recognition of his just rights as lawful heir of Raja Balwant 
Singhl. Under the terms of the Sanacl and the Patta embodying 
tlie conditions of the grant the Raja and his iieirs and successors 
^ere entitled to remain in full enj(»yment of those Sircars as long 
as they remained faithful to the Crown and mindful of the condi- 
tions, and restrictions imposed upon them by the terms of those 
grants^. It was no fault of Raja Mahip Narain that he 
was imbecile and epileptic. God made him what he was So far 
^s he Was concerned, as a loyal vassal of the Crown, he ungrudg- 
ingly yielded to the wishes of the Government as regards his ad- 
ministration in any way desired. He acquiesced in the transfer 
of hife authority to the Naibs, to the deputies, and, to the British 
lleSide'ntas his co-adjutor” without the least murmur ; nay more, 
when he was required to put his seal and signature to an agreement 
syhliih deprived him of all authority for his life-time, but which, 
^e as^hred, was essential for the prosperity and advantage 

dX * Vi Dt Vl Ofii 1 ho -f-/! f-yik i-v-k -r^ I nr n*?"! •J-ln n-b V-V11 >•_ 


, ^ X O'- 

'opr Sircarsg, he did not hesitate to comply with it, putting 
ip the ‘ Hesideht “ during whose term of pfiice 
beep made sensible of any diminution of 
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Su])plemGnt, \mm 


!■ Supplemt*ub, para 31 


Aitchiflon’s Jrt'atiee^ Vol 
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§ PrBamblo of tlio ^groa- 
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of their legal and inUoritod rights when they did not suffer from 
the physical and mental disahilities of their unfortunate forehcar, 
which was “ the one principal cause why our Govornmont had been 
obliged to interpose further in the management of the district of 
See Appendix Ko XI Benarcs than otherwise might have happened^.” 

19. The evil star which presided over die destinies of Raja 
Mahip Naraiu did not leave his successors alone. The long period 
of the minority of Raja TJdit Narain, the immediate successor of 
Raja Mahip J!^arain, necessitated the continuance of the arrange- 
ment of 1794, and his snhsequont represontatiou for the aunulinsnt 
of that arrangement, when he attained his majority, was still mider 
consideration when ho died, leaving a sou of 14 years to succeed him. 
Another period of minority followed and the old arrangement went 
on undisturbed, with the result that it gathered further strength. 
The lapse of time militated against its discontmuanco so much so 
that it is suffered to exist even to the proaeut day with no other 
sanction than that of jire&cripLiou, And to make matters worse, 
if lliat was possible, my right to the full onjoyincut of the profits 
of the four Sircars, of which I am the permanent owner under 
the terms of a series of formal Sanads, is denied to mo, leaving 
me contented with a dole of one lakh of rupees out of the 
crorcs which these hereditary possessions of mine yield at rhe 
present day. 

20. In order to fully appreciate the position of my House in 
respect of the four sircars it is necessary to carefully examine the 
contents of the Pattali and Sanad of the year 1781 and of the 
three succeeding documents by which they may be said to have 
been modified or supplemented. The circumstances under which 
Raja Mahip Naraiu succeeded to his titles will also have to be 
taken into account. 

21. As I have fully discussed in paraS. 14, 15, and 21 to 

29 of the supplement, the status of Raja Balwant Singh and 
of his immediate successor Cliet Singh was unq^uestiouably 
that of a sovereign prince, subject to the suzerainty of the 
Nawab Vizirs of (Judh and afterwards of the East India Com- 
pany, Their claim to this status was based on the actual 
fact, as was, and is still, the case with ninty-nine per cent of 
the Ruling Houses of this country. They were Ruling Princes 
because they were Ruling Princes and were recognised bj’ thejr 
suzerains to be Ruling Princes. Had it not been for the mutiny 
of Chet Siugh and the subsequent trial of Warren Hastings, when 
the great proconsul had to defend himself at the expense of the 
ex-Raja, the latter being unrepresented, there would never haVe , 
arisen the question of the theoretical status of the ruling j!tofise 
of Benares. , h 

* ’■ fc ► l 1'' S 

22. Be. that asi if ipay Rajas Balwant Singh and Chet 

prpeticaRy e^iiJrcise full rights and pri’fileges of am indfj^eud^^t 

tJtieif, tbQowtie4Atatu9.ipight.h,»ye; beep.*. Jp, 
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auprcino Governments of their day rocognisotl, their poailion as 
fcuclu and tlicir country as a foreign territory*, After the 
exi>ulsion of Chet Singh Raja Mahip Narain sueceeded to t!ie 
same titles as were enjoyed by his two imiuediate’prcdeeessors ll'ijaa 
R-ilwant Singh and Chet Singhl. Hia right to succeed aa the 
next "lineal heir” was recognised by the Company’s Govern- 
ineiit;|‘. He was installed as the “ Great Chief of Benaros§ ” by 
Warren Hastings and invested with a Sanad and a Pattah in the 
name of the East Iiidia Company " from the terms of which in 
n<i tnsUmce shall there eror be any deviation or faihire||'’ (the italics 

^ to I ► 

are inthc). These documents confirmed Raja Mahip Naram and 
Ids posterity in the possession of the. four Sircars "in pcTpetuity” 
with full ])i'<jprietury rights and j<irisdicji<)n over them subject to 
the payment of a tribute of forty lakhs of rupet^s minus certain spo- 
oified dodiictiouslf. If Raja Mahip Narain had not sullhred from 
chronic physical and mental infirmities, the subject matter of the 
])reseut roproaontation would not have probably come, even, into 
existenco. But as ill-luck \v<mld have it ho did not prove what 
was expected of liiin, and the functions of liis office ha<l to he dis- 
charged by others in his name and under his seal and signature**. 
The evils of tho dual authority however soon manifested them- 
selves, and the supreme Government as a last resort had to shear 
the Raja of even tho semblance of his ruling powers, which were 
assumed by that Government, subject to the payment of the surplus 
revenues of the property to the Rajatt and the continuance of 
certain privileges indicative of his sovereignty over the four 
Sircars:};];. The terms of the Agreement clearly indicate its tem- 
porary nature as has been clearly shown in para. 72 of the supple- 
ment to this Memorial. 
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23. Tho death of Raja Mahip Narain did not mend matters 
as would have been expected. The minority of his two successors 
added to the confusion with the result that the arrangement of 
1794 had to be continued intact. In order to legalize this pro- 
cedure the terms of that Agreement (which became inoperative 
after, the death of Raja Mahip Narain) were made applicable to the 
two Succeeding Rajas, individually, by means of special Sanada 


bestowed upon them ait the tiin3 of their respective successions^ §. 
I'tie arrangement which had its origin in the mutual agreement of 
,|^d U^ntraobing parties was thus continued under the executive 
the’ Supreme Government, presumably because the minor 
iflot legally enter into Agreements. 

‘San'ttds, dated the 30th September 1796, and 29th 


Upon my grandfather and father respectively, 
the status of the grantees as that of " the 


p^^Bf|-}||fctLe:Sirkara and applied Ih^'prQVisioUs of 

individually in each caseflU, 


Anylte ' liour l^xioelleucy’s' gracious 
incffrdt^istably , (<») 


§§ See the Sanad., Aitcluaon’a 
Treaties, Vol. I, p 74 (XXXI) 
and p 76 (XXXtl) also appen- 
dices Vm and IX to thiw. 
memonaU 
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iny family in llie four Siroara croatod by the Sanad t»f 1781 ; aiirl 
(/>) that that Agreement was not a Jlnal and permanent arrangoinent 
and was meant to be etfeetivo only during the liCo-timo of Rirja 
Mabip jMarain and iiad to bo made applieable, under the executive 
orders of llie Paramount Power, to Ids two auoeessors, and iiuUvi-> 
dually in each case, owing apparently to their minority. 

26. Prior to the assumption of the title of the “Empress of 
India ” by Her Majesty the Queen Victoria, of Blessed memory, 
there was no fixed policy regulating tlie relation of the Supreino 
Government with its subordinate allies and feudatories in India. 
It was left to tlio Viceroy for the tim(‘ being to oiiumuato diis 
own policy in dealing with tbein. As a conaoipieucc this policy 
utidei'weut remarkable changes with eachchango in tlie viceroyalty. 
In any case tlieni was a strimg reliuitance to hand over a territory 
to its original lluler, oiuio it \>assedinlo llritisli hands, appirenlly 
the ground that tlie standards established ))y British administration 
could not bo maintained. 

27. Tlvo year 1877 however brought about a vory dosir able 
cliange in this <liroction. The new policy of confidence and 
good will was pnxdairacd by Lord Lytton in the Imperial Darbar. 
I'hc Indian Princes were recognised as colleagues of the Im- 
perial Government, and were taken into the confidence of that 
Govcnimeiit by being appointed its C(»uusellors. And as a 
practical proof of that policy the great historical event of the 
I'ondition of Mysore took place shortly after, which brought home 
to the minds of the Indian Rulers, with irresistablc force, the- 
sense of justice and fair play of the British nation and made 
the tie of their attachment to the British Tlirone indissolubly firm, 
and everlasting. 

28. The success of this great, and bold, experiment was soon 
manifest and universally acknowledged, so much so that it was 
repeated in my own case by the government of Lord Minto ; and 
I humbly venture to hope with no bad results. 

29. The continuance of the British administration in the four 
Sircars after the death of Raja Mahip Earain Singh was no doubt 
necessitated by the minority of the two successors of that Raja ; but 
after they attained their majority it was dearly due to the then 
existing prejudice against native rulers, and to the natural disincli- 
nation inherent in every government to disturb an established 
arrangement which had worked well. But ju-stice should override 
all such considerations ; and now that the policy of suspicion and 
mistrust does not hold ground and the success of the experiment 
of the restoration of .territories to their rightful owners has been 
Well established, I would naturally expect ,to receive justice at 
Your Excellency’s gracious hands, more especially as it will not ^ 
against practical politics. 

30. As referred to above, and fully discussed in paras. '21 — 29 
of the supplemfent, I hope, I have succeeded in convincing Ypuif 
Excellency, that the four. Sircars* to the rulershipj,of 
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Alahip Navain ^iiccootlotl, wore uotpirl, of Rrilish tmUa and won' 
lulmutodly a iorcign territory “ Once a N'ativo t^iate always a 
Ka tiro State ” is a well xooogiused maxim i. U' llie lour SireaXh 
(-!()ui)irisi'd a Native State ; tlioy, or any part of them, oaniiot ooa'io 
tube suoUnnles's surrendered, <?om[uercd, or eoulne itod. Tlirougli 
tlie grace of God none of those eoutingcncios li-is ever taken place 
in rcspaect of tliese Sircars, and tlieir position under the British 
GoToriiment at the present moment is unmistakably that of a Native 
State being administered in trust by the British Government, 
If I am curroet in this supposition, and if Ihroiigli my good fortune 
Yyur l*j\cellcucy is also pleased to tako that view of the qui'stiou, 
there ought to bo uo leiral difficulty in their being transferred to my 
rulo. 


» I'lini. 'll .t 
murili 

i UitrunrH J* 

I’cLiiciH )C huU%, p ii 
If). 


Jll. As to there being any political diffionUy, I would, humbly, 
submit that the transfer of (lie four Hin*ars to my ridt' is not likely 
to lie olijeeted to by the people concerned ; and if the (|uesti(iu is 
linally dooidccl in iny favour, it will Ix' my first coneern to see that 
the popular voice is raisi'd in my behalf, and I assure Your Rxoel- 
lency tliat I have very good reasons to e\|ioct it. As to the aiipvc'- 
hension that the transfer might affect the exchequer of the Imperial 
and Provincial govemnn'iits I would respectfully urge that the 
actual re.sult wilt ho just the other way. As matters stand at 
present, the Provincial Gitvernmout hardly saves any thing fisnii 
the income derived from the four Sireai’s after meeting the admi- 
nistrative charges. But in case these are transferred to me, the 
Goveniment shall hove to expend nothing over tlicm, and on the 
other hand shall receive from me anually the large sum of 40 lakhs 
of rupees, which I shall have to pay in the shnjie of tribute. Both 
the Imperial and Provincial governments will thus be gamers 
rather than losers over the transaction, n 


3?. The Agreement of ITPd is the turning point in the history 
of my House. T liave therefore taken the liberty to discuss it at 
,som,n length in the supplement in order to prove its temporary 
jiatuvc, and 1 earnestly hope that I have succeeded in convincing 
Your Excellency on that point. But if, unfortunately for me, Your 
Excellency is not pleased to take that view of this fateful document, 
!^n cl regards it as a final and permanent arrangement, I would, most 
"’espectfuUy, urge that in that case its provisions should he strictly 
'oBowed both in letter and in spirit, which will not be possible if 
ihe new Govetupient of India Act is made applicable to the four 


^iHicotejalong with the rest of the British India. 

1; i^s stated in detail in para, 55 of the supplement, thefanda- 
l^'^^^^iand Intention of the Agreement of 1794 was that the 
justice whidh had hitheito remained in the 
‘i|MMt%houtd 'be ( cohduoted hy “JiJngUsii gentlemen,” 

Lir tjie 


lefe-sJpb'ld ia^lso be a^pbinted a Cblloetor, ''being in like 

.Sz&Siffi.'' IMilJL . 


of revenue,’’ (Olearly 
*' Jtndjnpt an *> Indian British 
'indicates). 
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r{4. lint recontly tliG Govcrninont of India Act of ]919 (0 and 
H) Geo. V., Cli, 101) lias been pasaed. This pi-cainble .slate, s; — 

“ Whereas it is Ike declared policy of Parliament to provide fur 
ilie increasing association of Indians in every branoli of Indiau 
Admini.stration, and for the gradual development of , self-go veridiig 
institutions, with a view to the progressive realisation of respon- 
sible Goveruinent in British India as an integral part of tho 
Empire; and whereas concurrently with tlie gradual deve- 

lopment of self-governing institutions in the provinces of India it i& 
expedient lo give to those provinces in provincial matters, the 
large, st measure of indepondonec of the Government of India,” oLii, 

3r», It is not my intention to criticise or make any coinineiits 
upon the policy embodied in tho preamhle (.quoted above, but I slnnild 
like to invito Your Excellency's attention to tho implications of that 
puUcy, The vvlnde basis of the agreement of 1794 wa.s that the 
(ultniiiistra,ti<oi o( Justice, which ^as until then in the hands of 
“ natives ” shall be conducted b;y “ English gentlemen,” and that 
tli(‘rc shall bo .separately appointed a “ OoUector being in like 
manner a British subject for the realisation of the revonuo, whilst 
the duties of tho Court of Appeal are to ha conducted under similar 
regulations as are provided to that effect in Bengal, and for as luiudi 
ab to support all these estahlishments will oeeision to the 
llon’ble Company an increase of expense,” That ba.sis has now 
eliaiiged and may undergo in course of time, still more radical 
ehanges. Sliould the new policy bo given effect to in. its entirety 
it is l)y no means difficult to foresee a time when there may bo no 
Eug]i.sh administrators of justice, or Collectors of revenue in the four 
Mircars. There will then be, having regard to the essential terms of 
the x\greement of 1794 no justiffcation for the continu inoe of the 
arrangement effected byj.hat agreement, tt is impossible to believe 
that the ehanges effected by the new policy could have been within 
the c<tntcinplation of the parties to the Agreement of 1794, that is to 
say, cither the Eist India Company or llaja Mahip flarain Singh ; 
and it would not be fair to as.suiue that Raja Alaliip I^arain Singh 
(even if he was capable of giving an intelligent assent) gave his 
asisent to the continuance of that Agreement in eircumstancos 
wholly different from, those in which it was arrived at between the 
parties, ilnother necessary consequence of the new policy of the 
Govornment embodied in the preamble i,s, and will lie in a greater 
mea.sure in the future, that persons who would otherwi.se be my 
subjects and who would oonsoquontly owe me their loyalty and alle- 
giance, can get their names enrolled on tho various reglsfcer-s of 
voters, and not only vote for and elect a representative to the local 
legislature of the United Provinces, but seek election themselves, 
and if elected can pass, or assist in passing, legislation in a fqreign 
legislature, over which I have no control, and in which I have 
no voice, affecting my territories, revenues and rights. For, th.^ 
position is this, that while , under the agreement my rights' in those 
.• territories as a sovereign stilly continue to e;yst, the subjects regidiair' 
in those territories enjoy higher I>ower than myself, in so fat as 

t , 





llloy enjoy tlio power of loi>isl.i(iuJk whicli K denioct lo mo tin' 
t*\islin^ bLaLo ot thins^h. 


3<5. In Jiaiwiiliny ilio political ltif.t(»ry of my ILouao in llio 
aupplomont to this lucmorial, I havo bliowu in dotail by wliat atopo 
the preroi'a lives and rights of an allocator of mine, nhieli luid hoi'ii 
soleiimly guaranteed, were takon way. 1 have also stated that 
iiioio was to follow. 1 will presently trace in its mojo important 
step^, how tliobc right', wore gradually and openly eueroacdied upon 
in breach ot solemn obligations to the contrary ily imnnsUatc 
ooncern is with the Agreomenl of iJ7lh October 1794 and the 
glihsnriuont events. 'L'hat Agreciueiit preserved for my Ilonso soinc^ 
shadow of sovereign rights and status It created mutual obligations 
of an ethical chaiaetcr, which it was none (he leas the duly of tlui 
partii'S to carry out lionourably lo the letter and in tin' spiril. 
with till' mo.st scrupulous regard. Whilst it would Im (UHhutll b' 
point to a single or di'iiiulo act (d’the (hiverninent as by ilself 
encroaching upon the fi'agiru'iilary rights wliteh my .uu'i'dms 
enj(»y(‘d iumiediatcly after the Agreement of 1791 was nnuh', 
it is apparent that by a jiroeess of gradual corrosion those rights 
liave in>isihly disappeared, uutilto'day I am a mere stranger in 
tlie. four Sircars over which my ance-stora ruled, and in which, 
even after the Agrceiuent of 1794, Raja Mahip IN’arain Singh 
enjoyed at any rate some degree of apparent antliority. 


37. A reference to para. 114 of the supplement of Ibis 
jMeinorial, in which I have summarised the history of my Ilonso, 
will serve to acquaint Your Evcellency with the various stages 
of, what I may ho pardoned lor describing as, the decline and fall 
of my family, from the high state and dignity they oceuiiicd, of 


being the allies of the British CTOVcrnraent, and tlie rulers of the 
four Smears, to the position of strangers in those territories. 
The members 4 of my family scarcely deserved such an ignominious 
fate. When I gaze upon the fair lands where my ancestors once 
ruled, and contemplate that the moment I put foot within their 
boundaries, I, the descendant of those rulers, am a foreigner upon 
a foreign soil, my heart is filled with humiliation and misgiving. But 
I not without hope that the pledges solemnly given by the great 
British (dovernment, that the members of my family should be “ left 
In freh and full control of the internal government of the country*, ” 
s^tiaB be reoogntsed, and faithfully carried out, and that m my 
lining yents, of which not many can now remain I shall have the 
[jn of being restored to the proud position of my 
^k, a.^) tJie Ruler of the four Sircars. The loyal and faithful 
jfamily, under all ciroumstances, would, I venture 
deserving of graCipus justice. My ances- 
i been loyal to the British (/rqwu and have 
^';^ini(ved their allegianoe towards the Para*- 
plljiioing .at Its disposal alf their 
mphdy, in the honr of its need. 



2n of tliG mout 



38. T]io loy.iUy of Uio Indian Princes, and tlieir mlliiigiioas 
lu pl.aco llioir re&ourcea at the di&p(»vil of tlie Paramount Power, 
lias stood many acid tests in tin* past, and speaking tor myself 
and m 3 ' House, I can only say with contidence, that should a lime 
ai live when the Paramount Power may consider it necessary to 
make Hac same call upon my resources which it did in the early 
da\s of its rule ir relation to my ancestors, and also many a time 
since then, 1 and my heirs and successors will discharg'e those 
obligations with the same aialoiir and zeal as has always 
characterised my family. 1 feel that it my rci[uesl is conctided' 
the Paramount Power will only ho enabling mo to discharge those 
ohlig.itioiis even more otfectively. 

3 .'), As an alternative to iii.r claim for the rension of the 
Agreeiuenl of 27tli October 1701, and the rosLoration to mo 
and to m 3 ' Uouso of ruling powers in the four Sircars, I desire 
to press another churn of a materiil nature to wliich I have 
already alluded, namely, to the surplus i'oveuuo.s of the four 
Sh'cars, recognising that the British Government luis tlio first 
claim to 40 lakhs of rupees out of the revenues. I would 
]K)iut out that the entire revenues of the province were 
tlie exclusive property of my aneostors, and indeed the “ Con- 
stitution ” of 1784 expressly provided that the surplus revenue 
should he appropriated to the private expenses of the llaja ” 
and as a fund for certain extraordinary and .specific expenses 
ot the zemindari. Then came the Agreement of 1794. It stated 
that tire establishments about to he created by the new system 
would occasion the Company’s Government an inerease of expense, 
that the revenues of the four Sircars also showed "a prospect of 
iiicrcaso, that the now charges upon the revenue should be solely 
incurred for the prosperity and advantage of the four Sircars, 
and that the^ object in view was to provide for those charges. 
The British Government expressly undertook to .spend ihe 
“remaining .suiplus annually “in this district’’ for certain 
specified services. 1 would point out tOat tlie revenues, which 
uuf|ua&tionably belonged to my ancestors, have never been 
assigned or divested by them, and in justice they belong to me, 
1 respectfully submit that tlie spending of an 3 ' part of the revenues 
of the four Sircars, otherwise than within those Sircars, and for 
their benefit, is a procedure which is wholly unjustified. For 
many 3 mars the surplus revenues, have been diverted from 
the four Sircars into the general revenues of the United Pro- 
vinces. X respectfully submit that the Government are trustees 
of those revenues for me, and that I am entitled upon a trii'e 
view of the original compact in all fairness to recover all the 
pa.st and future surplus revenues of the four Sircars for my 'isse-, 
so that they may ho applied to the general administration and’ 
benefit of the present State of jBcnares over which I have now the 
privilege to rule. ' • 

40. The fix;ing of liaja Malup Narain's share of the surplus 
revohites at, efie lakh of lupees vy-as not a permwionfl arrangemonfe 



1 1 

mid vv.is firmed a( iu OdiHidoi'idioU iiT (lii“ (hen “evi^lmu Hiiuiei.il 
[uikK (if (lie eo\m(ry whioli did wot luliuil uf i uveaUn’ sui'idus 
Ihaii oiu' l.dvli fuul forty thousand of rupee's, out of udiieli i( wis 
not possible' to iiuaraiitoe file p.iyiue id of mv suiu move llun i 
lakh of rupooto “withoul fiili.” [f the resouroi’'s ed' the four 
iSircars iienv show a gvo der burplus after tii'eiLiig .ill uliiiiuistr i lion 
find improvement ch.u'gos and pa 5 ''uient of the stipulated ti'ibnte 
of forlv l.ikhs I rospeclfully submit Ihxt [ am enifitled to its 
enjoyiuenf, being the “ perinau(3iit smiiiiidu ” and uiidis]nite(l 
-'-projirietor of the territories eouijirisod iu (lieiii. The four sircvrs 
wore granted to my family 111 per|)oliu(y 111 17S1, lud Llu'ir admi- 
iiislralum was t.iKun over iu 17'H by th ' llritish tloveriimenl 
oAViiig to llie Tiicaj) ledy of llu' the'u pro|)ne!or lo m.uuge llie'iu, 
just fis the eourfs of ward .issiiiiie' the lu ni igi'ineii t of I In' prope'rfy 
of diB(|iialitie(l i>roprielors m the' present diy. Tins laldug ove'i- 
of the mmingemcut (janiiot .iffeel the viglits of mv f umly lU'o.xfe'el 
by the original gr.mt iu any the loisl maiiuur. 'I’he sum of Its. oue 
lakh paid to Uaja Malu]! lYaraiu and to his sueocssors is adiuitteelly 
of the uatuL'o of an allow.ume piiel Lo a dise(ui.UlmiL or luiiiov pro- 
prietor by the Court of Wards out of the profits of his properly. 
If at the time of the' taking over the eh xrg-o of tin preiperty its 
encumbered eoudKioii did not admit of the piyiuont of a l.iruer 
allowanco than oue lakh, surely there should be no Justilicitiou in 
keeping the allowance to Liu same figure when tlie eoiidiLiou ed Ihe 
property is improA’-od and the surpluses have iiieroisel mmifol 1. 


41. The question of the real status of the Benares House 
as regards the four Sircars lias no bearing Ayhatevor on their 
right Lo enjoy the surnlus rercnucs of those Sircars iu full. 
If, unlortunately, their po.sition is not recognised to bo that of 
an independent, or even of a senii-indopeudent sovereign in 
their respect, they have still the undispiitod right to bo recog- 
.lused their permanent proprietor zemindar, as has been edcarly 
admitted ill the terms of the Sanads of 1781, 1795 and 1835. In 
either case I would respectfully urge that their right to enjoy the 
dull profit of their property ought to be uiidisputably admitted, 
' and there ought to be no bar whatever to their enjoyment of the 
surplus revehucs of the four Sircars in full, alter meeting all 
Hdlfiinistration charges- 


4^ -Ifrom the foregoing considerations, it will have appeared 
prayers jiontained in this representation divide themselves 
s©! alternative heads, namely . — 

Agreem^ht of 27th Oetpber 1794, or to 
||^^ 4 |^.]yeyi^ 0 d, with a vlgw to restitution of my 
in the four Sircars, In other words, 
f^Eturnto the ^tepito fftie?- the Agreeinent. 

s,,i t Wt tinxLpus that ' the terina of 

^ -^1 [''ll fv,'' Is/' - ■ ' '■ ' 
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I Vitieloli ot Mio Vfrtip- 
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Fi oiibios, Vol r, p 7 i 



rights and pviviloges as it soouved to luy flouso 
should bo i'ostorod to luo witliout tlio sirbsoquout 
onoroiiehiiicuLs wliioh have heou made upon them. 

(u?) 'I’o rcGovor all past and liiture surplus revenues whieh 
have not been spent, or are not in future spent 
witliin the four Sivears, in strict accordance with the 
terms of that Agreement. 

43. x\s regards the lirst of these prayers I submit that I he 
time has come for the restoration of the four Sinnrs and the admf- 
nislration of tlie territory embraced in them to mo as (ho Uuler of 
the iStati' of Ibniares. '^Ldio moral and material [irogress of Ihe. 
Family Domains, sinc(' (ludr (ruisfer to my rule, their oomplele 
inununity from (‘niiuuniial and religious disturbaucos; the prosperity 
and eonlontnient of their inhabitants, whotluT Hindus or Mahomo- 
dans, to wliioh every British Otlicer eiMi testify, all go to guarantee 
tlial th<‘ welfare (d‘ (be districts a,nd of tlioir iidvabilants is not 
lilcc'ly to snflhr the loast diiniiuition by i-easou of the rule being 
I'cstori'd to me. 


4-4. It has always been my policy to build ray adiuluistration 
upon the British model. x4.iiy reforms iuLrodueod in Britisli 
Indian adininistratiou have invariably been followeil, and in many 
cases have been anlieipatcd, by similar reforms in my State. 
The fact of ray being in close person.il touch with iny people, and 
the comiiarative compactness and smallness of my territories 
compared with those of British India, place me in a position of no 
small advantage to govern them with success. The benotieial 
results that have followed the rendition of Mysore to the former 
rulers of that State vvill afford another living example to the 
(Government in this respect, if need were. 

45. If, however, it is apprehended that the restoration of my 
rule will adversely affect private existing rights created by statutes 
of the British Indian Legislature, such apprehensions can be set at 
rest, and these rights safe-guarded, by the introduction of a clause 
similar to that contained in the presen t Instruments of Transfer 
in my favour, that such statutes should remain in force, and not be 
repealed, or in any way modified, without the sanction of the Para- 
mount Power, 


* 1826 and 1830. 

Seo from tho Secre- 

tary to tile G-o ver aor^ 0 - 011 - 
eml to W. W. Bird, ISaq., 
dated iGtli Ndretnbet 182(5* 
Alao letter from the Secre- 
tary Qfbt''0rildr-G‘ea- 

eriit to ^FA|i;eiihani, 

W. Ji'ata.o Slid W- Hy Mac- 
utifihiioii, tlated' Wtdi 6f 
Ijitdvreitiber l8;)0i 


46. With this end I would solicit the appointment of a com- 
mission (o hold an enquiry into the facts and circumstances t havb 
set forth or indicated, and to ascertain how my prayers may b0 ' 
usefully granted, permission being given me to assist the commis- 
sion through a qualified representative. Twice before*, the Gove:yi- 
ment have been pleased to appoint commissions to report upon thd' 
ropreaentntions of my grandfather, concerning matters far lesh 
important than the subject of this Meraerial ; and I have reli04 
upon those prccodonls in making this prayer. It is not possibles^ 
to bring in every eotioeiv^able argument in a memorial hotvqv^i*. 



{.Iptailod U lip, svs no out ' imu l(U’o«co (tr .uilioii) Uo any new 

poiuL wldoli aviso in Iho uouvao oT ils oouHidonliou, 'I'lio 

Commishum will bo able lo sift all poinis and mo an oi)i)()rlu- 
nily lo oxplaiii any new poinl whioli iiii)’' adinii ol an explanalioii. 

d7. 1 ooncludo iny Memorial wiLli tlio foi'vout lio])o llial jiislioo 
shall 1)0 done lo my claims in llio ionr Sircars, as it lia^ ovoiiliially 
been done in (he Family Domains so that witli, tlio ini'roaso of my 
jurisdiction and iiifl-uenco, ray power to seeve the King -Empoi'or and 

t he R rilisli (iovcr ninout may be proporlioualoly iuoro.isod. 

# » 

J have (he honor, lo be 
Your ICxoellency’s most obedient servant, 


Dm'kd Fort lvAMN\aA.i!; 


The 
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Mtthnvain of Honax's, 
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Vin Alvbftvi, Vol I L, -Jiir- 


t Tiipi)("vVi Oiii* liiiUiniLL-(j- 

■bO(‘(-.oriit.(S p. Mid iV'iirivMi 
lliistiiiigs, (U'Lmigi* {ludiiiu 
dJouriGr lOxtinioivliuavy, V()l, 
i, l),2.n) 


Z Bengal Sucriit; (joiisulta- 
'^ionSi dated IBth 
J775. (Eeporfi from Commit - 
toos of the IJouBO of Oommous, 
Vol. V, Kaat ln(li(3s, 1701, 
1782, p, 4ol, colg. 1 and 2,) 
also lotlpor from tho C-over- 
nor to Hajn CImt Siiif/li 
iNo. 7 ibid) 


The Political History of the Rajas of Benares with notes, 

L. The Kingdom of Jipuares iiiulei' its Hind a vnlevs existed from time 
immemorial, and finds mention in the Hindn and Baddhistie liteiaLnre. It 
was conquered by Sahab-ud-diu (ihori, and becazne part of the Mahomedan 
Empire a^ a separate Province. 

2. The Emperor Akbar divided his Empire into fifteen Siibas, ,oi: Ffo- 
vincGh, in the sixteenth century, and included the State of Benares in the 
Suba oi Allahabad'*'^ fl In tlie seventeenth centaii’y t]ie Emperor Anrangzeb 
includerl Benares in the Suba of Oudh* NevertJieJess, Benares was always 
regarded as a distinct State williin Ihe Siilia, with a {‘a]iital of its own, 
tlie (hty of Benares. 

W. In tlie eighteentli century the power of Idle Aloglial Emperors 
vapidly deidiued after the death of Aurangzeb, and enterprising Chiefs carved 
out little States Tor themselves and founded ruling families. The ancient 
ruling family of Benares having been then extinct, Kaja' Mansa Ram, 
a zaiuiiidar of trangapiu* in the district oL' Benares, obtained a Sana 1 Erom the 
Emperor Muhammad Shall of Delhi in 1738, in the name of his son Balwant 
Singh, as well as tlie title of Raja. The Imperial Sanad appointed Balwant 
SiugU (xoveruor and zamindav (a term which in those days meant the 
Chief of a pL’ovincet) of tlie Four Sircars [districts] of Benares, Clmnav (now 
Mirzapur), Jauupur and Gfhazipnr (now Grhazipur and Baiiia] on payment 
of an annual tribute of about twenty lakhs of rupees. Balwant Singh was 
also invested with ruling power.s defined in the Sanad. 

d. Man sa Ram died in 1740, and Balwant Singh became the virtual 
ruler of the State of Benares, wliicli the Imperial giant had already vested 
ill him in his father’s life-time. Nevertheless he obtained anew Saiiad from 
the Emperor of Delhi, conrirming him as ruler of that State, and fixing 
the tribute at about twenty lakhs of j’upees a.s in his fathei‘’s life-time. 

0 . Ab^thatbime the State of Benares was entirely independent, of the 
State of Oudh. For, when Mansa Ram was appointed Grovernor ot Benares^ 
by the Emperor of Delhi, Saalat Kha'i, the ruler of Oudh, had no claim on 
Benares. Balwant Singh succeeded Mansa Ram at Benares ; and Safdar 
Jung succeeded Saadat Khan in Ondli. When the Emperor Muhammad 
Shah died in 1748, his sMccessor Ahmad Shah, made Safdar Jang of Oudh 
the Vazir (minister) of the Empire. And it was under this vague and 
shadowy title that the ruler of Oudh first endeavoured to bring the State 
of Benares under his power and subjection f, Tlie fort of Chunar was ■ 
wrested away by the Vazir, but Balwant Singh succeeded iji maintaining 
Ins independence in the rest of the State, he Lad inherited from Ids father* 

6. Safdar Jang died in 1753 and was succeeded in Ondb by Shuja-ud- 
Daulah, who also endeavoured to destroy the independent position of 
Balwant Singh. The latter resisted and built the fortress of Ratniiagar/ 
opposite to the City of Benares. 

* * 

7. The Etnpeiov Ahmad Shah was saceeedej by Alamgic 11 iQ 1754, 
and his son, well known in English History as Shah Alatn, ‘ joined the 
mler of Oudh, with the object of conquering Bgngal, which was then ruled 
by Nawab Mir Jafar, with the support of the British, Accordingly Shuja- * 
nd-Daulah and Shah Alam adV^anced with a large army to Patna in 1759. 
The attempt failed, but was renewed in subsequent years. 



8. IL oil Lliis of(‘iKSL 0 U Uiali Uiija Ualwant Siiigli oE IJouavo^ lU>f 
(iftuio iuliO oonliaulj wiUi the BriUsU Power. No^oLiiiUoiH* for an alUniKH* 
beliweeu l-falvviiLifc Hiugh of Heiuu'ea ami Mir .Fafav of Hongal liad hmi on 
foot for hOiao Lime. Major Cariiac, Ike Coiumaiuler of Lhe HrlLiili Koreiv, 
referred to Llie ])ro|,io^ecl alUaace with BalwauL riiiigli,aiul asked for orilta>. 
The BriLMi G-overainent aecordhigly pa^ised the following Ko'^oluLion ou 
March SDbli, 1V4G, which was conveyed bo Major Caruae with a leller ol 
in sbr nation on the same date : — 


111 m* 1 1 *^1 ar« I < "ii iilr i 
l loll- 111 l21U,li \l*(ivli l.M 
(In |iin( I umi I hi I'lmiiiiin I n ^ 

ol l Ih lllMlsi 1*1 { 1 oouou *, 

Voi ji iir. Mil. n ) 


“ Having duly considered Lne letter of Major Cavuac, we are nnain^ 
monsLy of oinuion that, as >Shuja-iicl-Daiilah having openly avowed hli> 
designs of aiding Kasim Ali Khan in invading Bengal, it is ouv duty 
^ fo^’m against him all the enemies we possibly can ; that the ] roposed 
alliance with Balw ant Singh will, therefore, be a ;ery proper measure, and 
prove as well now, as in all time to come, a strong barrier and defence of the 
Bengal Province"-^ Agreed, Lhorofore, that we write to Major (liiniiic advis- 
ing l\im that we shall approve entirely of Ivis entering into tlie iutouded 
treaty in ecmcert with the Nawab Mir Talar, ami of his engaging to jirutiMd 
and maintalu Balwant Singh mdoiiendviiL both now and hereafter 1.” 
italic i« mine.) 

{), U, will bs' seen from the abovt^ extract that in 17(U the British 
CTOvenuaeul. regarded the house of Bonavos as an iudopeudoit power, and 
proposed to enter into a treaty with Lhat power, mulertaking to protect 
and nmintaiu its iudepeiuleuce for all time. The groat t)ower of Oudk, 
however, threatened that independence, aul the title of Vazir of the Empire 
which Shuja-ud-Danlah enjoyed, gave him a pretext for claiming enzeraintj' 
over the State of Benares. Balwant Singh hiinbelf felt that he held his 
territory nuclei* the nominal buzerainty of Oudh, and In-* was willing to 
exebaiige it for the buzeraitity of the East Indian Company, and asked 
Raja Shitab Roy of Patna to negotiate for him | - 

10, Very important help was rendered to the British troops by Raja Bah 
want Slug'll cuiriug this year, 1764, and was acknowledged in handsome terms 


I iJlMlgnl ClinHIlUn 

UniiH cl iiill.h Mnvfli. 1701 

(lii'povl ol llio (NnnmiMoiiH ol 
iliuibo ol Coiumou'^, Vol. V, 
p. IIS, ooll.) 


“1 llrufcul 8t‘orot CousuHjii- 
tioiis ol 2 JjjL NovomliiT, 17(U. 
(llud, 1). 110, ool. 1.) 


by the Court of Directorb§. 

11, Shall Alam bad now become Emperor by bhe death of big father, 
and he b oparated liimselt from Shuja-ud-Danlah, and joined the British Camp. 
An arrangement wa,s made with him on December 29tb, 1764, by wliieU the 
auzarainty of the State of Benaro'. wan transferred from Oudh to the 
■ East India Company(|. 


12. But this arrangement was not approved of by the Home Authorities, 
and was therefore altered iu the following yearll. Lucknow and Allahabad 
vyeie taken by British troops in 1765, and when Lord OUv^e returned from 
Ehgland fa fke same year, he concluded the famous arrangement, by which 
he, Emperor Shah Alam bestowed the Dewani of Bengal, Behar ana Orissa 
the East ladia Company, Oudh was restored to Shuja-ud-Daulah, but 
ipahabad. and Kora were reserved for the Emperor. The suzerainty of the 
jji||te of Benares was once more restored to Oudh but every precaution 
^;a| tkhen to maintain its integrity and separate entity, under its own 
wi|ji(r|'M'i11’efdre* * . 

’jicighness Shnja-ud-Danlah engages in the most solemn 
►jtdks '^ti(Ae 5 of the Treaty of August l6th, 1765, “to continue 
l^amindariea of Benares, G-ha^ipur and all those 
%^'(||e4"!'ht,,'|the time he caihe oVer the lath Kawab Jaffar'AU 

future security of Baja Balwant Singh, 
^claims of tte Baja 6jx theBritish 





fde^'.thnderhil hy. him to the 


g liiiliiui (Joiii'icr I'Kini" 
cmUiuiry rrociu'tliugq rdiiti \ i^ 

to Wiiri’i'ii iriksliini^s. Vnl 

I, IL .77 (II). 


i|(i BciiHitl 8iiOUil, t'oiLSiiJfca- 
tioiis of ipi l)ocoitil)Dr 171)4, 
(IJiilioL'b ivom Commit ot 
tile Jlo USB of Commou^j Vol. 
V, i)p.4ll), 45)0, eoU, 2 iiml i 
respcol.Lioly). AUo AifccliisoiL’^ 
Tretifcio^, yoL U 1>. 5J. 

■[ Aitehison's IVoabiuH, Vol. 
I, p. M. And Keporbb from 
(Jomniittties of tho House of 
(Jommons Yol. V, col, 2 


* ” AUcliihoiYfi 'iVoabiOH, YoL 
I , p. T)-!, end Uoporb Jrom (.Join- 
nubheea of blio llouso o(f Dorn- 
mona, Vot, i), 4GI, rol, 2 


1 Aibolu.son'aTrtuHlos, VoL 
J, y tlO, imd lleporb from 
Oommitteos of tlie House of 
Commons, Vol. V, pp. 401-2, 
cola. 2 and 1, fe&pomvelyi 
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I 111 I ill K I'lmi’iiu* 

iiMi'y ivliiliU (.1 lo 

Uai*i'('u 11 list Vol. 1 , 1 '. 
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I Iji ill 1,(^1* Iroiii 1.1 II' 1*1)111' I of 

niriM'^OTs ho r»oiuj;}il, iliitiiMl 
:2(W,li \liiy 


] ol Hill 

olTiinjoro iiiul Tricliiiioiioly 

iM\il lilio Piiujii I* mil Whiihos 

(Tiiiipi'r''^ diir’ I luliiiu Pi'oliiu'" 
l.oi'iiio, |) ini ) Mm) iihii IhijnM 
1)1 Knoi'li Uohiir null UliiiiV- 
nu^uv (MU'UI^omV Tvouhio);, 
rr liilii 11^1 I o t.lii’^i' ^i-al 

?! llyil('nili}iil. 

II I’m 111 n]nu'. 

II iloiu))! I, liiinliili. Morvl 
ol-hor Iviil.hiiiwnr llluol'i^. 


lii'tioii. 1‘i'oin lilio l^Joui- 
initilioori oF Ilouwn oCdommouM, 
Vol. V, !•. IDU (‘ol. I. Mko 
rarliinnoiiUiry IJolloi'liions 
Vol. -l-'w. pp. iniM-ll ()H 1). (). 
ir>(A). 


•tl MiUV tLUtocyoC lirltiHli 
IikUii, liook V, I'hnpterT- 


atfiiirs and iuLorotiL of (Jveai liriLain''.” Anil Llio iJirocLorH of Llio EiisF 
India Uouipiuiy in appro viug of Loul CU\ anaugcuieiil., exprehwod tlieii* 
^'iilisfacbion ab tlie care wliiulx had been Uken of all who had served the 
Ih’itLsh cause, “ specially of Raja Balwaiit Singh whose joining ns ab the 
Lime he did was of signal servicet*” During the remaining years of his life 
Raja Dalwaub Singh received the protection of the Eritisu again sL all 
invasions of his rights and property by Shuja-ad-Daiilah, and lie died iu 
August 1770, leaving the State of Benares in a fioarishiiig and prosperoui? 
condition. 

14. I have dwelt at some length on the history of Baja Bahvant Singh, 
because hia status has been the subject of endless coutroversieM .since. 
The status of Chiefs who rose to power iu India iu the lirst half of the 
ciglitecuth century, was lie \ er precisely deiined at the time, and founders 
of luling lioiues, who carved principalities for tbeunsehes out of the decay- 
ing iiinpiro by ihotv own might and enterprise, were olteu content with the 
humble title of /jiuniudavi, Nizam§, DiwauH, ov Thakur^i m the Sanuds llvey 
hccureil from the nominal Bmperoiv. That Balwaut Singh exercised ruling 
juiwevH within liis own State from I, lie very cominencemcnt is patoub in 
every document of the times. Vested with sucli powers origiaaUy by the 
lCin|)ei'or of Delhi, lio w^as subordiuabo to no other power iu Jiid la when he 
huccoeded his father. But wd ion the ruler of OurUi was made Vazir of the 
Ifimpire ho obLaiued some riglit to levy the tribute from Bemaves for the 
Empire, As the Emperor^s power declined and tlio power of Oudh iucreaned, 
this tribute was dc facto paid to Oudh, and not to the Empire, and the ytate 
of Benares thus became subordinate to Oudh. But this subordinatiou w'as 
merely nominal'^''. The Raja was practically indepieudent of the Yazir in 
the administration of his territories. By the treaty of 1764 Benares was 
taken out of Oudh and made subordinate to the British. By the treaty 
of 17(io Benares was once more placed iiiii^er the suzerainty of Oudh. 
But throughout these trausaebions every possible precaution was taken to 
maintain its integrity and its virtual independence. 

\C). James Mill, the historian of British India, sum.s up the history 
of Raja Baiwaul Singh in tfiese words : — 

‘'fn 1764, vVhen the war broke out between the English and the 
Subadar of Oudh, Bahvant Singh was Raja of Benares and, except- 
ing the payment of an annual tribute, was almost iudependent of 
that graHfiing Chief who meditated the reduction of Benares to 
the same species of dominion which he exercised over the pro* 
viuces of Oudh. The Eaj a would gladly have seen the authority 
of the English substituted in. Oudh for that of the Vazir, whom he 
had so much occasion to dread. He offered to hs-sist them with 
Mb forces, and to anticipate all jealousy, from the idea of his 
aiming at independence, expressed his wdllingDe.SH to hold his 
country subject to the same obligations under them as it had 
sustained in the case qf the hfawab, and so highly impotbaub 
was the service which he rendered to the Company, that the 
Directors expressed their sense of it in the ebrohgest terms. 
When peace was concluded, the Baja was secured from the effects 
ot the NawaMs resentment and revenge by an express article in 
the treaty upon, which the English insisted, and the guarantee 
of which they solemnly undertook+f.” 

16, It is needless to refer here to other authorities ; but I b<5lieve I am 
correct in .stating that all contemporaneous records and documents, howe^'ek 
much they differ in defining -the exact'Jegal status of Raja Balwaiit Singh, 
uevertheMss, agree in recognising him as a de/acto luling Chief in hie o^ii 
state, subject to tbe payment of a tribute. 
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' 20. TJie Above facta o.stablisli beyoiid tlit^ •-IukIovv of a iloiibi that Lho 
ti'^ of Eaja Chet Singh at. the time of the tr:iiisfoi of his iLMiatoinoh to Lho 
3rainfcy of th® Bnti.sli Grovernineiil, was iliat of au iiulopoiuloni, oi at Iho 
.t, of a seiui-iudepencleut uiliiig soveieii^n'^. 

27. It would, perhap'^, be ronveiiienl here to point out that sovereigaty, 
Lch indicates an assent hlago of separate atLribate&, such as the right to 
he war or peace, to almiui^ter civil and criiu in al jurisdiction, to negotiate 
lities, to legislate, to mint, to impose tariffh, and so forth, is regarded by 
ling jurists as being divisible. Sir Henry Maine says that “a Sovereign 
? posse^Lse'> the whole of bhes 3 rights is called au iadepeudeut soveieigUj 
there is nol:, nor lias tlieie been, in inteiuational law anything to prevent 
le "of the'.e rights being lodged with one posses‘>or aitrl some with 
)ther; sovereignty has always been vegarderl as divisiblej d’ Indeed, 
lia nhouuds with iustaucos of -.smi-sovereign States, either in Muhoisliimte 
ianee witli, or under the suzeniinty of the paramount British Power. 

2S, Tile nature and attribute^ of sov^eieigiity have fieqnently formed 
* subject of discussion in Rnglish Couits, tu the wcdl-knowu case of 
liihain ver}ii{;^ the G-aekwiU’ of Haroda, 1912, Probate Division, (page 92), 
\ Jastiee Uargravo Dnane thus lays down the law ; — ‘‘Suzerainty is a tern 
plied if) cerLain iuternn Lional lelaiions between the two sovereign States 
lereby one, whilst retaining a more or less limited sovereignty, acknow- 
Igen, the -.upremacy of tlie others. Such a relation Uiay be either in the 
hure of a fief, oi conventional, 'i.c., by some treaty of peace or allian^^e in 
ntrast witli tbe fief, wbicli is a sovereignty granted by a lord paiamouut 
er some defined tenitory, accompanied with an express grant of 
riridicliou.” Grrotiufj says “ Unequal leagues are naade not only between 
e conquerors and the conquered, but aho betv^^eeii peoples of unequal 
>wer, even such as never were at war with one anotheid^ Grotius, 
iifendorf and Vattel agree that in unequal alliances the inferior powei 
mains a bovereign State. Its subjects, or citizens own allegiance only to 
leir own sovereign. Over their disputes, and internal disseiisious, the 
rzeraiu power as such has no jurisdiction. In short, the weaker power may 
icercise the rights of sovereigatjq so long as by so doing uo detriment is 
aused to the interests or influence ol the buzerain power. It follows that 
he inferior power must in all alliances with other States be controlled by 
ts suzerain. Vattel says “a weak state which, in order to provide for itb 
afety, places itself under bhe protection of a more powerful one, and 
n gages to perform in return several offices, equivalent to that protection, 
vithout, however, divesting ib'^elt of the right of government and Sovereigu- 
y, does not cease to rank among bhe sovereigns who. acknowledge no other 
iaw than the law of uabions.’’ 

29. In the very receut ca^e of Duff Development Company versios 
Government of Kelantan (XL Times Law EeporLs, page 50G), Lord Finlay 
expressed himself on the same subject as follows : — 

“It is obvious tbab for sovereignty there must be a cerbaiu amount of 
iudeitendeuce, but it is not iu the lea^t necessary that for 
sovereignty there should be complete iudependence. It is quite 
consistent with sovereignty that the Sovereign may, in certain 
respects, be dependent upon another Powr] the control, for 
instance, of foreign affairs maybe completely iuthe hands of a 
protecting Power, and there may be agreements or treaties 
which limit the powers of the sovereign even in internal affairs, 
without eiitailiiig'^a loss of the position of a Sovereign Power. 
The sovereighty of fhe State does not preclude the assumption 
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Appendix V tothia Memorial. 


of oL)lii^'n,(iU)iiSj by iruati^ or oLlu'vwihO, or tl\o oxiutoiice of a 
horvitudo upon Lhe t.eniU)fy of one SLat.e fur Uiu bciieilt of 
auoliher. Nor is ii incmnpaiLble with lUe payiocuit of tribute, 
wliei ‘0 ‘'Uch paymeuL is luaiUb as to the Barbary powers prior to 
1830, not a siou of depeucleiice, but as the price of an advantage 
^‘gained ui peril avoided.” (Moovo’s tubeLiiatioual Law, Yol. I, 
pp. 113-200 

30. lu 1781 Kaja Cliet Biiigli was deposed from the rulexsliip of the 
(State of Eeuarea for reasons wliieb. it would borve no useful purpose to enter 
upon hero, but which formed one of the groups of charges in the Impeach-’ 
inent of Warren Hastings. 

■? * 

31. Tlie question of siiceassioii having been opened by the depo'S-ition 

oi CUct Singh; the Groveru or- General iuHlalled Itaja Maliip Nnrain, the 
giainlhou of Raja Balwaut Singh from his daughter, as the “ Great Chief 

of Benares*,” Writing to this Council at Calcutta, on the subjoei, 

Waiieii Hastingb said (without italics) “ The rcifpLiiuj family had not 
merited hy any act of theirs to bo involved lii tho piiuishmeiit of Chet 

Sing'll I tliereforo rcjsolved to bestow tho Raj on, 

Miihip Narain, the IhietU heir of Raja Balwaut Singlrl*.” It in imposKibl© 

to reeoiudle the use ol tho expre^siun^ ‘^reigning family” and Itaj” with 
any idea otliov tluiu that of the sovereign sLatus. 

32. Raja Mahip Norain Singh accordingly sneeeeded Raja Chet SixigJi 
to tho Raj as thc“lLieal lieir]” of the ” reigning family g.” Qu the Htii 
September 1781 a Sauad was granted to him by wkicli he was appointed to 
the Zamiudari of tlie said Sircars, and to the Amini (civil jarisdictioi:i) and 
Fonjdari (criminal jurisdiction) of the towns and peaces of the same, except 
the Adalat and Faujdari of the town of Beuared, the power of the 
said Raja in that town extending only to collection of its revenues 
and to 'the appointment of officers acting under hib authority for 
that purpobell” By the fourth clause of this San ad it was provided 
that the Province of Benares ^‘is granted to him in ym^petuityP upon 
the oouditiou inter alia of his paying an increased tribute of 40 lakhs 
of Benares Sicca Rupees, wTiich sum the Sanacl provided should be paid 
after making certain specified deductions. The Sanad also took away 
from the new Raja “the power of levying forces and maintaining fortresses” 
and allowed an annual compensation “for loss of profits derived bv the 

former Raja from the Mint of Benares the business of that office being 
placed in other hands.” 

33 . It will be seen that Raja Mahip Narain, succeeded to- the same 

titles and to the same, stains, which were enjoyed by his two immediate 
predeaessorg, Rajas Balwant Singh and Chet Singh, by virtue of his “ just 
rights” as the “lineal heir” of the “reigning family,” and po as eased the 
same attribubes of sovereignty as did the two preceding Rajas with the 
exception of certain specified rights expressly mentioned in the new Sanad 
conferred on him, 'i.e., (1) the military power of the Raja was restricted, (2) 
his powers* of civil and criminal jurisdiction in the town ot Benares were 
completely withdrawn, (3) the control of the mint wa.s entirely removed, 
and (4) the tribute was raised from 22|j lakhs to 40 lakhs of rupees a year. 
Neverbhele|3s hig sovereign status, and ruling powers were recognibetl through 
out the four Sircars excr-p Ling civil and criminal jarisdictiou of the city 
of Benares, * 

34. Thus began the first process of decay, the first encroachment upon 
the sovereign rights of a ruler, one of whose anc^^stors the British Govern- 
ment had encouraged to enter into a treaty, and had undertaken to maintain 
independeiit for all time ; another of whose aucestors the same BritiHlh 
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(jTOvcHMineiili, had a.ssurecl Lha'> lie wa-i iiui-ler iji liis ov\rii ami coh)[)l‘ 1 <miI 

to re-ii^L hy Toroe all infriugemeutb oi' hi^ aiiUmrlLy, and alatied that lie was 
full}' 1 liveried wiih the (/ovcrfh'Hi&iU of Iiia oauntry, who \va^ teoogni^eil as 
liaviiii,', pjvvertolevy oi leiuiL iaiporL ilnl ie.Sj tor whom tbe BriLisli CT()\eLu- 
ment hji'^ oblamed a Saiia‘1, whieii expi’Oi^ly piovid ed thaL “ if was iiuide 
with luin and his keiis ami suoL‘e-«sois and shall never he deviated 
whom the same Briti&li Govenimeut described a-i an ally wuo had always been 
regarded ai sueh, Lad solemnly pledged tlieir faith that they should never 
make ^i-ny eucroachmeut upon fiis lights; within whose domiuious they 
had i‘B:5olved not to exercise any kind of authority oi jmisdietion, upon 
whom they hid by Sanad conferred inlieiited sovereign rights; and whom 
they had informed tliat they weie determined to leave him fiee and 
uucoTi^i-'oll^d in the managonunit of the iuteinal Grover nmeiit of his country,’' 
whose ant-'estors were refeired to by them a-, a “reigning family,” and upon 
whom they eonlerrcd “tlu* Baj ” as the “lineal heii.” Tliese ezicroachments 
upon tile rights and piivileges of tiio Rulers of Henaies, whose attaeluneut 
to tlie British Throne under all cdunun^taiiees leauiined iiLin and nnalteied, 
took jdace vvitluu the slinrt space of alxml ii\e ^ ejus, Ihit this was not zill. 
More 1’^^ follow. 

;L>. Coul cuiporaneoud 'v with the Sainul of tlio l-itli boptomb(‘r 17tSl, 
which granted <o Uaja Aialiip Narain, a Faita and Kalmiiat ol tiie 
same date were exidiaiiged vvlmdi concluded with the s oleiuii woidstliat “t./y 
the fflenfiiufj of God from tkit^ Afjrcaoieoi^t m no iiislance hIkiU Ihevc iui ever 
any diviatiou or failure'^. (llalxes are mine.) 

30. IJiiforiunatcdy Raja Maliip -Mm-aiu Huffcreil from congenital infimi- 
ty both mental and physical. Jle was described as “ having scarcely airived 
at the \eige of mauho(d5 being 19, and in understanding being little advanc- 
ed beyond the term of childhoodf.” The administration was couseqaently 
not all that might Jiave been desired. Accordingly, Warren Hastings 
appointed the Kaja’rf father Durgbijai Singh as Manager of the State under 
the coutiol of the Briiibh 1-tesident. Tlus manager proved equally incom- 
petent, and was removed in favour of a senes of others, under the debiguation 
of naib->, or deputies, none of whom proved batib^^■actoIyg, Waireu Ilastiugn 
eventually in 178-Lj framed a body of rides for the government of the 
country which he eiyled a “ CoubtitutiouH.’^ Under the provision & of thia 
Constitution (a) the Naibs were invested with full and complete power 
of administration in the name of the Raja^ assisted by an official adviser, 
called Amin, (b) the Raja’s seal and signature were required to be affixed 
to all official papers by way of authentication, (c) tlie British Uesident 

Benares was authorised to generally supervise the woik of the Naibs, 
and to keep himself informed of the financial transactions of the pro- 
vince through a “Mutsaddi” (clerk) of his, who wag to regidarly attend 
the Kutchery pf the Naibs, (d) the appointment of Aumils (collectors of 
revenue) was to be made by the Raja and the Naib withm the knowledge 
qJ the British Resident, and so were also the settlement of the land and 
other fiscal anangements of the zamindari, (e) the surplus collection, 
remaiiwg hand after payment of the Company’s tribute of 40 lalchs 
aud meeting admiui&trative charges, was to be expended partly on the 
private expenses of the Raja, and partly on the improvement of the 
cjbuuftyj discretion^ 

" 37y This Cohstitatiou makes it clear, beyond all doubt, that Raja 
.Hn>rain was recognised as eujoyiug internal sovereign, or aemi- 
Js^^feign rights, that the government of the province was to be carried on 
nam 00 through his d^utiee, and that he was the owner of, and had 
over the expenditure of^ the putplus revenue of the country. 
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^Letter oI Wdrreu llasti- 
ings to 13 Wlieeler, Esq, 
dated Lucknow, the l^tli 
June 17y^ (Porreat’s Selec- 
tions, Vol. 3, p, 1099). 


I rrocceding^ of Secret 
Depai’lmout, -iOtli June 17H[ 
(EoiToaf'^ Stdecliious, Vol J), 
p, 1K)L) 


I* Jloas Con'espoiideuce of 
Lord (Joruwallia, Vol. 1, i). ^7i'- 


§ Letter of Lord Cornwalli& 
to the Prince of “Wales, dated 
l^th August 1790. (Uoas Cor- 
iBspondence of Lord Coni" 
wallia, Vol. II, p- 34.) 


II Selections from Lmican 
lie cords, Vol I, p. 139, 


If Lord Cornwallis to the 
Court of Directors, dated 3rd 
March 1788 (Koss Correspond- 
ence of Lord Coriiwallia, 
Vol. 1, p. 529.) Also selections 
from Duncan lie cords, 
Vol IT, p. 136. 

Selections from Duncan 
Itecords, Vol. 1, Ai)peiidix C, 
p, XLV. 


o8. In aiibmiUing thi^ CouhLiiution for LKp sanction of Ids Oouacil, 
Warren IlasLiiigs, in his leLtcr, dated June 1783 to Mr. Wlieelei') Presi- 
dent of the Conncilj &tated (wibliout italics) ‘‘I do not propobe tliih as a 

permnueut arraugementj I will be au^ wet able for ith eUecib as 

a temporary experiment. Finally, I hope that neither the, prcBent iior any 
f^viurc ad^ninisiration will think of co'inmiUing, the inferior detailsy to the 
control of a Britiek subject, which wovZd subvert the rights of the family^ 

If the Kaja himself was capable of managing, we could not, with any show 
of justice, transfer it to any other from him’^." In sanctioning ibe consti- 
tution Mr. Wheeler ob&erved I consider the Raja in the light of a minor 
who ia in nominal charge of his country by right of inheritance, but nph 
being able to manage it, a Di'Jian or Naib ia lecjuired to manage 'il for 
him. The G-oa cruor-Geneial's plan is ilierefore a temporary exijedient and 
may be approved as buchl 

39. I may remark here in passing, that this ariangement was the be- 
giimiug of that “dual aiitlioriLy,” which ultimately resulted in the com- 
plete auuihilatiou of thehughts of my family in the four Sircars. AUhongh 
(,hiB arrangemout was distiiicLly stated to be a ‘Hemporary expedient/’ 
the next slop, so far from restoring the riglits of my family, went furl) i or 
to Usurp them. It was the thin end of the wedge. 

40. In 178C Lord Cornwallis became the Governor-General of India, 
and in the following year he visited Benares. On the 14bh August 1787 
he wrote, to the Right Hon. Henry Duudas. “ LTie Resident, although 
not regularly vested with any power, enjoyed the almost absolute govern- 
menb without control. His emoluments, besides tlie thousand rupees per 
mouth allowed him by the Company, certainly amounted to little less than 
four lakhs a year, exclusi\eof the complete monopoly of the whole com- 
merce of the countryt:.” It is not surprising, therefore, that Lord Cornwallis 
found the general administration of the country neglected and in great 
disorder, nor that he decided to remove the Resident from his appoint- 
ment and put in a successor. 

41. The choice of a successor fell upon Mr. Jonathan Duncan, who 
Was appointed as the “ co-adjutor§” of the Raja, with increased authority. 
He was specially instructed to bake measures to educate the Baja in the 
administration of nia country, with a view to restoring to him the uncon- 
trolled management of its affairs, as soon as possible. The Resident was 
also empowered to take the land revenue settlement in his own hands “ mak- 
ing the Raja as much as possible a party in it ” as after its completion he 
might be more fit to SLiperintend the administration of his countryjh** 
The Resident was also desired to establish courts of justice in the towns of 
Ghazipur, Mirzapur and Jannpur “under Baja's authority^ and under 
his orders^'' In short he was required to exert himself to j)laGe the 
administration of the province on a sound basis, in order to “expedite the 
period when His Lordship might be able to restore the permanent manage- 
ment to the Raja inasmuch as it would afford the Government a real 
gratification, and prove also a great relief to the agent on the spot to recom- 
mit to the Baja the entire charge of his country^ 

42* This promise to restore the Raja to the iincon broiled administra- 
.(tion of his country at a very early date, was made so often, so repeatedly, 
and go positively, that it will be a tedious monotony to make a^more. 
detailed reference to it. The following J^few extracts (without italics) from 
the Duncan Records may, however, be usefully quoted by way of illustration : 
(ct) '^Resident had not allowed himself seriously to regret, in the 
hopes of promoting ti’ie ctiici declared object of his w- 

etructions, namely, the restoration of Baja to the fullest possible 
ecuercise of the fuiictions of his 


tl'Dimcaa llocorda, Vol* 1, 
p. 34. 
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(6) Tlie K(?suleat vvtLs ih(Ji*eCoie auLluni^^ed lo lake upon luuiself the 
entii ‘0 uouclaofc and ioiinalx(3ii of the new set il emeu L oi llOO, 
availing lumped of the Kaja’-. iiit.eipositioii uo Inithei Uian lie 
jxiighli tliink piopei’. The Koaul diil not mean hy lln^ to 
re7iounic& the iwicjtnal of iht inblTiK t'honi> 

conimzmiGCbiod to himjoi' the restoration of the Raja to the 
fullest poss%ble eoaeroise of the fimctioiib of his staiiom* Oo the 
contrary the Board consider'cA as a leadwg p 7 'inc%j)le -m 
Government's pohtwal connections ivith the Raja^ %v?doh they 
shonld ever oe hajopy to revere io, when he was capable of aoLiug 
himself^.’' FuiLhei ; 

(c; The E.aja should ceitaiuly be on eveiy accoaiih impies^ed with an 
idea of the jnst and honomable ^ntentiotts of Oovernmeni 
toivards h%iin\ Also: 

(d) Eesideut. &U11 thought that the institution ol a Uevenue Ooiut, 

Huoh as was suggested in Juh letter ol the 12th oJ Sopienibm, 
and the lule foi wliose guidaiice Hliould be the legulatioiis ol 
the 25th of Jane 1788^ was an esnontially necessary frelnm^tar y 
to the, Raja's being re^^ivcbtod with iha management of ihe 
Q 0 tiniTy\. ” Again ; 

(e) ^‘Thougji after itH completion he might be moie lit to snpenniend 

the administration of his country^ than he could in its 
present unsettled tiLate^. ” Aho : 

(/) The restoration of the Raja to the administration of his country 
was a matter of serious and import mt consideratwn\\f' 
Further : 

(g) “ The Board looked forward however to a period when the adminis- 
tration might again with safety be restored to him^. '' Also . 

{h) “ The G-overnor-Greaeral looked forward to the period when His 
Lordship might be able to restore ihe permanent management 

of the Raja and. perhaps the aituation of things might 

be such as to admit of that lestoration taking place by the 
end of the ensuing Fasli year of 1197^^.*^ 

43- It remains to be seen how far these laudable sentiments and 
ii^snrances were carried into effect. The progress that was actually made 
vas in a direction opposite to that professed, as will appeal fiom the follow- 
ing extract from the report of Mr. Reade, the Commissioner of Benares, dated 
Blst October 1850. He says, ^^Previous to 1781 the Resident had not 
interfered in the administration of civil and criminal justice, oi in the 
settlement or collection of revenue. But between Ibat year and 1794, the 
Resident, at length, became invested, almost, with supreme powers of control, 
the authority of the Raja being recognised rather as a matter of courtesy 
than ot faettt**' 

44, Mr. Duncan, apparently, chafed under the restrictions imposed by 
the system of ^^dual control.’^ He had no legal authority to act 
independently of the Raja, and the necessity of obtaining the latter’h 
consent, interfered with his desire to effect necessary and pressing leforms 
iii administtatiou- This desire was also hampered by the fact that the 
from birth an intellectual weakling, became hubjeot to fits 
# epilepsy f I, ^hieh gradually reduced him to a state of hopeless imbecility. 
r.The incapacaty of thie i^inocesBor of Raja Obet Singh to control his officers 
IjijpffjaffaSrsSS)’^ aiUgmented by the **^subordinatidu in which he waFi placed 
*€igard to his rraitas§§*’ and *Hhe irregularity in the conduct of those 
a)id the natural oonseiliieiices thereof§S?^' supplemented by 
and the oppresisions exercised or copnived 
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by iiideil by irequoiitj cUaii^e^ oJ Uesideiits | , whose eojidiieL Lko 

(joveraor-Oreaeral himaell disapproved, each aud all, reduced the Province 
almost liO a state of do.salation. Villaije, hecatiio depopulated iind barren 
of all cultivation, Lawlosaness and lapine became the order ol the day j:* 
Tile revenues of the Province dwindled to a dangerously low /igure, so inuch 
so, that they cotild not suffice to meet the ordinary expenses of the 
administratioHj or the payment of the Company’s tribute ol 40 lakhs which 
was the first charge on the zainindari|. This tribute conseq^uently fell into 
an ears which drew the serious attention of the Board to this most imsatis- 
factoiy state of affairs').. They the (board) impressed on the Resident the par- 
amount necessity of improving matters iu any way pos^iblej, The Resident 
after mature consideration came to the eonclLisioii that unless certain drastic 
fiscal and judicial reforms were immediately carried out thei^e was no hope 
for the unfortunate country to be saved. But the dual system of Government 
stood in the way of such reforms. The Raja being the de jure ruler of the 
Hbate, had no real power in his hands ; and tlie Resident, tliongh the de facto 
admiuhtrator, had no authority to act independently of the Raja. The 
latter’s consent to all measures of reform, was a swe qw own, which, with 
bis ever increasing imbecility, became daily more aud more difficult to 
obtain. The critical condition of the country at the same time could brook of 
lu) delay. The podtion was thus one of despiiir. . As a (‘onsecpLence, acting 
under the well-known maxim, tliat ‘‘ Necessity J?:ii()ws no law, ” the Resident 
heoame determined io carry out the lleces^fll'y relbriUK, at flU cost, in order to 
restore the prosperity ol' the couuLiy, aud the conlideiice oi its inhabitants* 
Various devices were resorted to by lum to obtain the Raja’s consent. Empty 
promises, coaxes and threats were in turn made n^e of, in order to pla} 
upon the Raja’s hopes, vanity aud fears with unfailing success. The follow- 
ing extracts from thePaucan Records maybe illustratively quobpd. (The 
italics are mine.) 


g Duncan Itecoida, Voh 1, 
page 9. 
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Duncan Hecord^* VqI*I, 
Appendix C, pp. aDV and 


‘‘By thus completing the miiffassil settlement,,.-.- ..his” (Raja’s) 

“ good fame will rise above all the Rajas of Hiudustaii§.” Again : 

(b) “.Should the Raja reduce the Re-.ident to the necessity of taking 

the managerueLit on him^^elf f|” (the Resident). Also : 

(c) “In the course of this conference the Resident intimated to the 

Raja ..that the Governor-General iu Council looked for- 

ward to the period when his Lord-hip might be able to restore 
the perTn,G,n,6rit Yaan'igGrifient to the Raja, aud that, if he heartily 
joined in the proposed measures perhaps the situation of things 
might be such as to ad^yhii of thit restoration tafemg place 
by the end^ of the ensuwg Faslee iiear of 119'^^ but that, if he 
did not heartily joia in forwarding the object of the system 
in question, the period, he nfiighi thw looh forward to, rfiust 

thereby he rendered very indefinite and uncertain', a* but 

that as soon as they had obtained such satisfaction and 
confidence, it would afford them a real g ratification and prove 
also a grateful relief to their agent on the spot io recommit to 
him the charge of his countri}^'^ Again; 

(d) “ To impress the Baja, still further with the oonviction of the 
honorable views which Government at all times entertained 
towards, him, the Resident took occasion to observe to the Baja, 

that his Lordship in Council.*, did... ...consideir it 

a just and desirable object, to have the provision for.,the Raja e, 
dignity as apapl© and sufficient as possible, with which view 
a reference would be made to the Hon^ble Court of Bireotors, 
to make the Raja perfectly easy in regard to hfs own 
establishment, by even granting any reasonable augmentations to 
it, that should at any time prove eventually necessary 



45. Ls lb Lo lie wuiideied ab af Llie Ilajii MicciuubtMi to ilieso Icmpiabioiis 
believing implicibly iu Uie EesiileiiVs assurance^ aiul expre^'.ecl ‘Miis ready 
and even thankful asaeut to, and coucuiTeiioe with the mteutiou of Groverii- 
merit,” declaring ‘^tliat a& iib objecib, in legaid io the promoUovi of hib 
personal prosperity^ as founded upon tliat of the coautry, were and luu^t 
of coui'se be entirely conformable to hib own, he could not possibly euLerlaia 
objections to the measures which were thought mobt conducive to biich ends 
and that as his dependence rested alone on Government, so his wishes were 
and must he to afford it satisfaction'll ” 

4(1* The last quotation, of which I hav'e taken the liberty to italicise 
certahi- portions, will serve to show, how the imbecility of the Eaja contri- 
buted to the giving of Ida assent, to the ineabure^ contemplated by tlie llesi- 
dent, and how it was readily given by him with a child-like simplicity, 
with an implicit reliance upon tlie prorixiseh of the Kesident, made on bclialt 
ol tho (xovoriimeut, upon wliicJi Ids dependeuco rested alono,” regardless 
of the consequeucoH of his couscmt upon hi'- own future oi upon tfiat of liis 
potiterity. Tt is al'^o a carious oouuddence, tliat the proruise so unambi- 
guously held out to tlie poor Eaja, of btnng restored to power in the yeai 
1197 Ifanli, was not only not fullillod, but he was perinaueully deprivoiJ of 
the vemnauts of his power and autliority from the very same year, iiibiead. 

47. Iu making the above quotations no thing is farther from my 
inteiitioBB than to impute any sordid or impure motive to the Ee&ident. 
The Keforms were imperative and could not wait, if the country was to be 
saved from desolation. The Raja’s cousent at the same time was absolutely 
necesfary to legalisse the measures. The Resident had Lherefore no other 
option than to obtain it at all cost. A “ divided authority ” was at the 
bottom of all this trouble. Even the restoration of the Eaja to power would 
have been the lesser of the two evils, as the Resident in one of his various 
addresses io the Government clea*-ly stated 

‘^The style of the Raja’s expeusesj” said the Resident, was far 

from extravagant, and even much lesb than what was suitable 
to his rank and station, but having been long brought up 
without hopes of abtaiaiug to the Raj, and since kept in a 
felabe of political depression under Naiba and Managers, his 
mind seemed, from the habit of subjection it had coutracLed, 
nob very susceptible of expaudiug iu proportion to the rise of 
his fortune ; though it was difficult to say what alteration 
might in this respect be were he placed in the free 

and altogether uncontrolled management of his coumry, a 
measure which the Resident still thought might possibly answer 

the intentions of Oovernment], This much however 

seemed certain, that in all countries, and more especially in 
those of the East, divided or broken authority and rule of 
Government could hardly succeed so well as a single and 
unGonirolled administration^ (The italics are mine.) 

48. Tb® Besideub however did succeed in carrying oat the necessary 
and judicial reforms. Gaurta of jusbice ou English models were 
Tstabli^fid at varibua ceritrest under the Baja’s authorifcyS, Stipendiary 
jtid^es of «^good repute were appointed to administer justice guided by 
•il^riliieh Law's and regulations- Land Revenue settlement was effected under 
peri^onal 6upfervisidii''of the Resident, and Rattas containing, the 
o£ the fiottlemont, ahd the actual amount of the rental payable, 
first time ieshed to the cnltivatorBlI- 
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’^IjoUiir -Eron LorJ Con- 
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49. Al/ ll\h very jLinciarn Lnvtl Cormvallis bocame io introdiu'e 

his fjivouxite ‘‘chBiueb of PeniiaueiiL yoUlomenl and of tlio ostabljshmmf lif 
I'OUjLh of jusLice ou English inodols iliiouglionb Tudia. lie \y as of opt in on 
that ‘‘ jf i/Lieiae were introduced into a centre like Pouarcs, the resott of peisooi:; 
ot iufluen.ee and learning, from all iiarfcs of India, the emiuont advaii- 
tages of the syhtem could not fail to attract attention, aud com- 
maud appioval, and thus lead to their iiiirodaction, gradually, olsewlieiei 
and spread the laino of the Britibh naLion througliouL the length and 
breadth of India‘S.’’ In other words, he wished to demonstrate his model 
schemes at Benares. 

50. But these object-^, which involved radical changes iu the ^e^ieral 
adininistratiou were not easy to carry into effect. The de jiore government of 
the Province was ve'^tecl iu the Raja, and the da f ado government was iu the 
hands of the British Resident. Tim proposed changes could therefore bo 
effected constitationnily in only one of the two ways. They migjit be, 
eillior, ititrofkic'od by the Riija himself, or lie might foimally anthorise the 
British Cfovernraetiii to do hi. Things being as tlicy Llien weic, it was not 
to bo expected that the lormer course was at all piactLcablo, but the 
Resident felt J^anguiue that the Litter procedure was within his power to 
accompli'sli if he applied liimsolC to the task with his, enstomary KklU 
and determination. lie promised the Grovernmout gain iu clue time 
his (Rajahs) ultimate assent to the wishon of the Croyernment ” without 
of course convincmg his underdanding^.^^ 

51. With a view to carry out the proposed scheme, with constitutional 
propriety, Mr. Duncan eudeavouied to obtain, and elaimed that he even- 
tually did obtain, the assent’" of the imbecile Raja, to the introdaefcioii 
of the new system. The method employed, and tlie farcical way with 
which the, fo called, assent was obtained cannot bo better described than 
in the Resideut’a own words, 

52. On the 25th July 1794, he wrote a letter to the then GF-overnor- 
General, Sir John Shore, enclosing a “memorandum of buch further proceed- 
ings as I have held relevant to obtairiiug the Raja’s consent to the intro- 
duction of the new system f.” And then he went on (without italics) : 

(a) “Ou the 23rd of July, the Raja being himself confined to his 
house at Ramuagar by a swelled leg, the Resident renewed 
the subject of the probable introduction of the new sy-tem to- 
Sukh Lai (the Raja’a principal Mutsaddi stationed in tho 
Resident’s Kutchery', aud desired him bo proceed to Ram- 
nag ar, to p^'opose it to the Raja, with a view to obtain his 

assent, as to which he (Sukh Lai) said he entertained 

little or no doubt, piovided the Raja’s signature to Pattas 
and Farkhatis aud other revenue papers were allowed to 
remain current as at present. This the Reiicient had, on his 
part, no difficulty of assuring the, continuance of, ag theio 
can neither evil or incouvenience result from it, since the 
Raja’a aiguature on these writings i are merely affixed as a 
matter of course, after that of the Resident, without any 
control or interference oil the part of the former, as far ag 
reapects the granting or issuing of such deeds/" 

(i) On the 25fch July 1791 Sukh Lai reported that he bad^beeh* 
with the Raja as desired, and had renewed the subject of* 
the Intended introduction of the new system, whereupon the 
Baja had remained for gome time siJeut as in reflection after 
which ke (the Raja) did himself propose to proceed witR 
Sukh Lai to the Eaui; and ask her opinion. They accordingly “ 



no 


wenii i.UiLher j whon llio oxpliiiniiir^ io llif' l^ani 

Gulab ICauwav, lu'^ £(vanclmol.hoi, liiMUjr nf tlio UosiOt'ul.’s 

proi)osil)ioii, she a-ikotl him vvlia'^ him'-olf ilionnlit oi ii, 
to wliieli iihe liaja replied ihdi fZ /<>'>' years oj IfiO 
'^resmi Hesidimcy ha had scarii^ly he on made sodhiMc of or 
Jolt irl'soD'^G diminution of Ihisi o^nthoritij^ a)ic 2 that he was 
now also for agreeing to what the Resident had p7^o2)osp(l^ 
ad Uiirikiiig likewise tbo plan in itself a good one, whereupon, 
the Eani said it had al'^o her thus it was 

on both thoir parbs fully agreed to, but Riikh Lai adds that 
as the Eaja and lie were about to withdraw, the Rani 
desired him to notice to the Rebidout that Mr. llasUngs 
having concluded a permanent sebblement with the Raja, 
she sva?; theieon ho])clul Idiat Ike siupUis receipts from 
the country might be enjoyed by tlie Jiaja ; and the Ro- 
wlowh v\skvv\y; V^wkK XaU, t.ld‘ 4 . u'Lluudhxi.v 

a cnnditiou of tli(‘ oilier aequie^eoiiee, he aiihwm’od in the 
uogative, and by ex]ihi.iuingi tliidi iii wa-i incindy au oiisOiW" 
aliou thrown out by the liani, as naturally (nnnnud.cul with 
tlio occtis’iou, and on wliiidi nlie and tlie Itaja wouhl both 
submit themselves to tbo jadginciit ol tlu) Resident or of 
GovennnenL’*'/* 

(c) ‘‘It may be bore no bleed tliat as in cnnvor'ilng witli Miikli Lai 

on the i33rd instant, relatiye to the missago o( wliieli he 

was thou made tlie beaier to the Raja, the RtMident sligidly 
iiitimatcrl the Raja’n being halntnally ahlicied with epilepsy 
as the one principal eauso why oar GoveriiQieiit hod been 
obliged to interpose further in the loanageiuGut of the 

district of Benares than otherwise might have hapyimed, 
Sukh Lai on being now a^ked whether he had made any 
mention of this motive in his conversation with the Raja, 
answers that he did not, for that he had no occasion, aud 
thought it better avoidedf.” 


53* Thus in half au hoar the fate of the Ruling House of Benares was 
sealed as a remit of a ooafereace bebwooa an invalid, epileptic and imbecile 
liaja; his grandmother of 90 years, and a shrewd and nnscrnpulous .servant 
in tho person of Sukh Lai who from being a ‘‘ luutsaddi"' was yubsequently 
dubbed a ‘^Biwanf’’ and reoomoicaded highly by the Resideut, for 
being rewarded by tho Government, for his valuable and meritorious 
servic!as§. I would invoke Your Excellency’s sjpnse of jastice to this 
unmerited treatment of the loyal and faithful Itome of Benares, which never 
jjWei'ved from the path of fidelity to the British Goverumont even in face 
of greatest temptations and trials. 


6i. On the 27th October l791, only three months after Mr. Duncan had 
“Titien from Benares to the authorities in Calcutta, commnuicaiing the result 
This interview with the Raja, a formal Agreement, gi^h’^g effect to the bo- 
ailed ‘‘assent,” was entered into “ between th© Raja of Benares on the one 
and the.Readent at Bis Highness^ OouH on behalf of the British Goy- 
otithe other part*” Tn the preamble of this Agreement it is recifc"* 
italic *Hhe Governor ^General being debivous to introduce 

^aja l^lahlp ISaraiu Biagh) Z/emiaiar, ini&n Vat? 

and mlUa, for the administration of 
aiiQ was in 1792 estabUshed within 

and Orissa, and the Raja having 

agreed to, and approved thereof, 
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liaiids of sliall be coucIucLlmI by ISnfjllsh gan\Jc,))xe%, ai\(l lliere .shall 

ahc) be aepami ely a])j)ointotl a Colled or (be*in» /n bkti luanuer a Jiritish 
subject) for the real hat ion of reveuue, wliiht the (lati(H oT the Coiut of 
Appeal are to be coiuiucteil under ainiLlar legulatious as are provided to that 
effect in Bengal; and for as much as the siippoit of tlaxse ostablihlimeiits 
will occasion^ to the Uou’ble Company h Go/emment, an increase ol expeinli- 
ture, theiefore with a view to provide for the said cliarges^ which are solely 
to be incurred for the prosperity and advautase of tlio four yircars composing 
the zilla of Beiiare*-’, the following articles have ...been settled and 

concluded between the said Eaja and Mr. ‘Duncan*.” 

65 By the first article of this Agreement it wa‘^ provided, that out of the 
Burpltib levenne, over and above the forty laklis of rupees, which inchiAling 
the aiticlea of deduction were stipulated to be payable by the Euja Mahip 

Namin Singh. in the year 178], one lakh of rupees per annum is 

wiihont faillo be received from tlie Mulki treasury by Kaja Mahip Naralii 

Siugli and tlie lemiiimnig surplus is to bo annually expended in ilfis 

di<itTicL and applied luicler the author h y of the Company’s government towards 
the I’harges of tlie civil and jiidieial estal)U''hmontH, the Kiipi)ov1:i oftiionew 
and oM Courfc^j and for tho inaiiitenanco ol the Pad, sala or Hindu College, 
and for repairing the roads and couhtructing bridges and promoting the 
cuUnval.ion, etc f’h By the Becoiid article it was [)rovlrJQd “ that the revenue. 
NCttlemeut witliin tlie Uajof Boiiaren, ofco., having taken ])laco with the privity 

and a))])robation of hoijii iMalii]) Narain yuigh Bahadur the .signature, 

seal, ofiice and Tieasurcr are to remain in force aud be continued as usual:[,” 
(the italics are mine.) 

50. Apart from the question of what status, rights and privileges Eaja 
Mahip Narain 8iugli pos.‘-essecl and enjoyed at the time when this Agreement 
was concluded, and tlie cliaugeg in them which the Agreement bi ought about 
which I shall presently deal wiLh, the Agreement itself makes clear and 
establishes cortaiu points, namely : — 

(1) That the British Goverinmeab iu 179i did nob regard the four 

Sircars as forming part of British territory, and did not 
considei itself free to introduce in them any new system of 
government without the consent of the Eaja. 

(2) That this Agreement did uofc annul the Sanacl and Pattah in 

favour of Eaja Mahip Narain Singh, dated 14th September 1781, 
and that the rights secured to the Raja by these documents^ 
and all other rights which he enjoyed, continued to vegt in 
him, except in ao far as they were expressly modified by the 
Agreement. 

(3) That this Agreement recognised the Eaja Mahip Narain as 

possessing certain sovereign rights, and especially provided 
that all grants and leases ehonld continue under his signature 
and seal. 

(4) That the initial surplus revenue was to be expended firstly, in 

payment of the tribute of Es. 40 lakhy per annum less 
the dednctions specified, secondly in payment of Ba. 1 
lakh per annum to the Eaja, and lastly on the necessary 
improvements of the four Sircars, such as the conetruoiioix of 
roads, bridges and the like. 

f 6) That the arrangement contemplated by the Agreement was of a 
purely temporary nature, as in the case of the “Constitution.” 

57- In case it be contended that this* Agreement must be tak^n 
as the basis of the future status and rights of the Rajas of Benares, and of 
their relationship with the British Government, it beootties relevant ta 
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<‘s:anjino in whaL mfinner, H ub fill, llie anfl priv^ilogo*? wliicli Tlfija 

Mrtliip tTarain BLugli enjoyed previous Lo tlio coucliisioii of ilua Agrecmeuli 
weiG a0eetecl by iL For this puiposo iL fi.ppoav's useful to criticalh oxainino 
tlie Gonlonts of ilie following Miroe documents^, nau^oly fclio Baxiarlj dated tbe 
I4tii k^eptembor 1781, the C'ousfciUiLioa of 178-1, and tlie Agreement, dated 
27tii July 1794. 

(a) The Sauad appointed the I^aja to the 7.amiiidari of the four Sircars. 
This appointineiiL was ontirely unairccted by either of the two 
later docorueiits. 

(i) The Sanad appointed tho Raja to the Amini aud Faujclavi of the 
town^ and places of the fou^’ Sircars, perpetuity ” excepting 
the town of Benares. Subsequent to the framine of the 
Cons til utiou tlii'3^ position of tJie Knja was affirmed hy tlio 
Cxovciumout iu their ins Lnic Lion to tho Eesidcid, to ehtablush 
Ooui'Ls of Jii'^tico in tlio towns of GJia/ipm-, Mjrzapnr and 
Jiiuu p ur u f biter tha Hnja' .s ant hori ( ij a'] x d in . T he Ag re G“ 
meuL mendy authorised tlie Rriti'^h authorities to iiitiodaco 
and administer, tluongli BngLhh gt'iuLlomon the haxne hy^-teiu 
ancl rales of jatjticjo as then prevailed inBongal. In other 
words thoHi was to be a chaiigo from one Hyntoin to another. 

(c) By virtue of the Haaad the Liaja was tlie uuLhtterod owner of tho 
entire roveoaes of the four Slrcai'n, hubjoct to tho tribute of 40 
lakhs of j'upeeH. By tlm terms of tlio Constitution the Mirjdiis 
re\'’eiuie, after payment of the Hamo tribute, was appioprialed 
to the private expenses of tho Raja, and as a faud for the extra- 
ordinary expenses of the State? whicli were clearly speciliod. 
The Agreemont, onereli/ because the ne^v system would causo 
an incre ise of GjcpQudiLui'e^ provided that oat of the net reve^ 
nnes the tribute of 40 lakhs, less agreed deductioiia, should fir.sb 
be paid to the British Grorerument, next that the Raj? ,t-hoiild 
receive one lakh of rupees, and then tho remaining surplus^ 
or balance, should be “ annually expended iix this districL^* 
aud applied towards the services speciScahy mentioned. 


lUws Cnn’ ^[Xjnilouro of 
liovcl ISuwiiWh, l» l/iOjltfiv 
I rcmi l^nnl Cm in\ nU is ( n ( 'oui ti 
oL Diri'cnw-', -1 isl Mnrcli LTJ^S. 


58. I desire here to particularly emphasise two points. Firstly, that the 
fiuidameiital idea which formed the bans of the Agreexuen^ was the .stale- 
meat upon which the Raja’s consent was obtained, that “the administvatioa 
of justice which had hitherto remaiuocl in the hands of natives should be 
ooudixcbed by Eugliali genii emen and that the Collector should be in 
like manner a British subject,” which clearly meant a European and not an 
Indian British subject. Secondly, that the Raja who was the proprietor 
of revenues, never divested himself of Lhoir ownership, bat at the most, 
saaebioned their expenditure in a particular manner* The (rovernment who 
W6re authorised to handle the revenues, of which the Raja vVa^ the owner, 
solemnly and expressly undertook to dibburs© them annually ‘^iuthis 
di^brict,” and uo where else for the prosperity and advantage of the four 
Sircars ” upon certain enutneratecl and specified services. Ixespectfully submit 
that the G^overnment is not jitstified in spending the surplus revenue outside 
th6 fohr Sircar‘s, either directly, ox in the manner in which they have for 
done, hy transferring it to the general budget of the X<ocal Grovern- 
tnbhb pf the.tJajlt/ed Provinces, 1 farther submit that as regards the annual 

the four Sircajs, iuasmixcli a^ th.a reveauea of the 
Xe&n transferred to the British G-overmnent) and 
in xvhom the terennes were admittedly -vested, 
I thani, the Bajaa of Benares are, npen the .prinoi- 
r,,.;cisiniSfii,t,nce, entitled to recover each unexpended 
etuJheht. 
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ot). A careful consideratiou of the state of thiuc!;^ preceding this Agree- 
ment, and a peru'^al of the correspondeiice LlmL took place prior to iLs concUi- 

will clearly show thab Lhe Agreeineat of 179 1 was nob the result of any 
new policy of the hroveTameiib in respect ol the State of Ben ar'es. It was 
concluded simply to legally authorise the Briiisli Qovernmeab bo carry out 
the necessary pressing reforms iii the four Sircars^ which the hopeless chronic 
imbecility of the Eaj a made it impossible to effect with his conaent and 
co-operatiom The three main reforms with which the Agreement deals were 
already established facts but, without any legal justification which this 
Agreement secured for them. 

(30, The three main points with wliieli the Agreement is concerned are 
the permanent settlement, the estabbshment of the courts of justice on 
English models, and the disposition of the siirplua revenues of the Province. 

61. The permanent settlement, of which mention is made in the 
Agreement, was already an accomplished fact before the Agreement wa*? 
coil eluded. This reform appeared to ho imperative owing to tho very heavy 
laud revenue which was avbitrainly assessed on the Province of Benares in 
178 L wlien it was settled with Itaja Maliip Naraia “in pGi'peiiiity*,’^ 
Oji actual working it appeared to he an impossibility to realize aufiicient 
revenue from the four Sircars to pay even the Company’s tribute of 40 lakh^, 
to say nothing of any profit to the proprietor. Under tho disorders that 
followed the administration of the hTaibs, and subsequently that of irresponsi- 
ble British Residents, the resources of the country touched a further low 
level, and the stipulated tribute considerably fell into arrears. It was at 
this time that Mr. Duncan assumed charge of the Residency, His first care 
was to put the finances of the country in order. And as a first step towards 
that end he made a one year settlemeufc of the zamindarif. This 
settlement however did nob prove successful as it still left a large deficit 
even in the Company's clues, without leaving a margin for administrative 
expenses,” or for the Eaja’s profits. A five years’ settlement was next 
tried more advantageously, which was soon after made for ten years. 
This latter settlement proved very successful as it fully secured the 
Company’s reA^enne and at the same time left a sufficient margin ‘^for 
an easy and honourable provision for the proprietorj,” after meeting 
the necessary administration charges. As the revenue assessed at this 
decennial settlement appeared to the Eesident bhe maximum which it was 
within the capacity of the people to pay, and any attempt to enhance it was 
likely to prove injurious to their well-being, this latter settlement of ten 
years was subsequently made permanent by a notification issued for the 
purpoFcg, These various settlements were made under the aubhority of 
the Raja and with his consent, expressed or implied, the Pattas were there- 
fore issued under his seal and signature which fact was expressly made 
menbion of in the second article of the Agreement- 

62. The permanent sebtlement was thus an accomplished fact before 
the Agreement of 1794 was proposed. It was simply confirmed in that 
Agreement. Had it not been for the continuance of the Raja’s £.eal and 
signature to all revenue papers, and of hia Kutchery (which was originally 
established at the Hoverament’s initiation in order to make the Raja a 
party to the revenue administration of his country, and to afford him an 
opportunity to learn the principles of administration jj), as an earnest- 
of the intention of the Government to redeem their oft-repeated promise 
of the restoration of the Raja to power at an early date, there would 
have been no occasion for its reference, in this co»pipact, at all. 

63. Tbe next item of which mention is made in the Agreement is the 
establishment of the courts of justice on British models presided over by 
British officersi The Resident had, however, already under taken, mA 
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acoompUsbed this Eoform. Tbe Eaja’s Mnlki AcIalaLs, wbicli 
ouly courts of justice in all matters whotlver of a civil, orimitial oi re 
nature^', bad already engaged bis alteution. Eeliable salaried judges 
with good reputation had been appointed to preside over them with the 
Raja's couseut and approval, the Resident reserving to himself the power 
of control, and of hearing appeals from Ibeir decisionsl. This had been 
followed by the establishment of three courts of justice under the authority 
of the Raja at the capital towns of the Sircars of Mirzapur, Jauupur and 
G-hazipur on tbe models of tbe Company’s courts in the town of Beaares + . 
The expenses of these courts, in the absence of a sufficient surplus, were 
debited to the Company’s account, the Raja being expected to meet them 
"when tbe resources of the Raja wore improved by the operation of the 
intended tegulationsg." A supreme Revenue Court was also established 
at Benares as a guarantee for tlie contimiance of the revenue reforms. All 
those courts were under tbe Resident’s control aud guided by British laws 
and rognlatious -so far as practicablG||. 

04. The only new element introduced in tlift adminislratioii of jnstioe 

by this Agreement was the hubstitution of “ Cuglish gentlemen ” for the 
“aativeJadgoa” (although this was already an accomplialicd fad, the A.-,his- 
taut Residents in the tliree Hircars of Chiinar, (iliazipur and .launiuir, and the 
Rosideiit at Benares having boon constituted appellate auLLiovitios) and the 
transfer of the authority of collection of the laud revenue from a 
British Rosideiit to a British Collector. 

Oo. The third item with which the Agreement dealt, was the disposal 
of the surplus revenue remaluing iii hand after the jiayment of the Com- 
pany’s tribute and administrative charges. This point was also settled long 
before the coucliision of this Agreement. Simultaneously with the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Duncan to tbe Residency at Benare.s, the Government expressed 
their anxiety at the recurring deficits in tbe collection from tbe Sircars, 

by which nob only tbe Company’s dues were falling into arrearsll, but also 

there was no surplus to pay to the Eaja whose “ status not only required an 
ample supply for conveuieuces but also for his dignity**. ” The Eesident was 
repeatedly pressed for carrying out fiscal reforms to ensure the realisation of 
the Company’s tribute and also to “ provide a comfortable addition to the 
Eaja’s income” from bis private jagirs. With characteristic zeal and 
dUi'^ence tbe Resident succeeded in making a ten years’ settlement (which 
■ w as ^ subsequently made permanent) which secured the Company’s tribute 
and at the same time left a sufficient margin for “an easy and honourable 
provi-siou for the proprietorft-” This surplus which in the fir.st year of the 
hettlement was sixty thousand j was estimated in the year 1794 to be one 
lakh and forty thousand, with a promise of increase “in respect 
to the tax on spiritnous liquors §§." Out of this estimated annual surplus 
the Raja vvas allowed the lion’s share amounting to more than its two- 
third, vi0., one lakh of rupees, the remainder being spent on tbe improve- 
jnont of the coantryl|||. This arrangement was made on the line laid down 
in the last paragraph of the constitutionUH, the actual amount payable 
to the Raja, being fixed in consideration of the then existing “ financial 
lauds*** of the country,” onto f which it was impossible to guarantee the 
'payifient of more than a lakh of rupees “without failftt-” 

66. Tbe actual state of afiairs as they stood in the year 1794 when 
the rAgreement waS concluded was as follows- Tbe British Government was 
i.'Siptb.a'ily' • adminig(iering the country in the name of the Raja^ under the 
i’.gli!adot(:y authority of the Constitution it i, through its Eesident assisted 
Se other British Offifiera stationed at eaeh of the three capital towns of 
of Chunat, J-aunppi and Ghazipur- Tho Raja had the nominal 
obuptry, And wpa kept in botch with its affairs by means of 
^ iJ&esicltiit's To legalize the Resident’s 
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proceedings he (blieRaja) alBxed his signature to all documents as a matter 
oF course, aFter that of the Kesident, without anj control or interference*.’* 
There were independent eourijs of justice established in various parts of 
the Province dispensing justice on the lines of the Company’s courts in the 
adj nniiig Province of Bihar, albeit presided over by native*’ judges. 
The land was permanently settled. The Raja was in receipt of the major 
portion of tho surplus reveiiues of the Sircars, The promise of the Govern- 
ment to restore the Raja to the uncontrolled administration of the country, 
as soon a.s the fiscal and judicial Reforms were completed^ stood good 
as the ‘Meading principle in the G-overnirient’s political connections with 
the Rajaf,” and required to be redeemed. The Agreement of 1794 eon- 
solidatcd all these existing arrangements, and gave them the required •'legal 
sanction which was wanting. This Agreement also served to save the 
Grovernment from an awkward position, which it had created for itself, by 
not redeeming its solemn promise to restore the Raja to the management 
of his coniitry, by a certain specified datej. The Raja could no longer 
claim it luider its provisions, 

()7. It will he now worth considering why this Agreement was at all 
concluded when the restoration of the Raja to the administration of liis 
country would Jiave autoinalically solved the difficulty, Tho answer is 
obvious. There was no guaiaiitee of the continuance of these reforms 

under the Raja’.s regime. Although tho Resident ‘^had never 

yet ultimately despaired of effecting the Board’s wishes” (the restoration 
of the Raja to power) more especially in regard to the regulation 
of the country at large so as if possible to establish such a system 

as might leave bub little to the Raja’s own acts but to render 

the security of the inhabitants dependent on the operation of permanent 
Regulations trusting as little as possible to the will of the immediate 
Huler% ; ” and although the Resident under G-overnment’a inatructiony 
‘^omitted no opportunity of explaining to him ” (the Baja) the principles of 
the same ” (administration) “ and of the utility of the courts of justice and the 
indispeusable necessity of regulating the determination of justice by fixed 

laws instead of discretionH'' as from habit and education he (the Raja) 

could not be qualified to form a just idea upon these subjects^; ” and 
further although the Resident ^Hook the Raja with him on circuit to make 
him aa much as possible a party to the settlement ” and made him establish 
a Raftar of his own in the Resident office to keep himselE '^informed pf the* 
affairs of his country**, ” still ^‘auch was the undignified idea entertained of 

him” (the Raja) “ and such the unwillingness of people in general to 

submit to, and still less to promote bia aggrandisement or to reliance in his 
acts that time alone, if ever, effectually confirm hia respectability ft-’’ The 
Bepident therefore distinctly reported that ‘‘ he esteemed the risk of his 
(Raja’s) failure too great to desire that G-overnment should make such an 
experiment” (the Raja’s restoration to power) ‘‘upon the gT-ound of a^tiy 
positive TGcomimenddtioiit on his (Eesidenfs) “ partJi,” (The italics are 
mine.) 

68. Mr. Duncan’s influence with the G'oveinment was supremo. His 
advice was not to be treated lightly. He did not only press upon the 
Grovernment the disastrous consequences of the Raja’s restoration in writing, 
bub even went down to Calcutta in person to interview the G-overnpr-General 
in this hehalf§§. The result was that to escape the embarassed position tn 
which the Grovernmut had' placed theinselvep, by ihoir repeated pledges to 
the Raja’s restoration, not only at an early, but by a definite date||||, 
andalso to legalise the reforms which were cariled out in the name of the 
Raja hut without any constitutional authority they had had recourse to the 
Agreement of 1734, to continue a^d legalise the quo, ^ 
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(59, In order to come to a decision wlietliar this Agrccineaii was intend" 
eel to be effective only during tlie life-time of Kaju Malup Narain, or 
also moaui to keep tlie sueceasorb of that Kaja out of the adminiHtraiion, lor 
ever, it will he necessary to examiue the events, and the loLLer and spirit of 
the correspondence, which preceded and succeeded its conclusion, ft will 
also be useful to consider how far, if at all, it affected the rights and puvi- 
leges of the Eaja in the four Sircars which were confeired upon him la 
perpetuity in the yeai 1781. 


70. To begin with, it would be of vital importance to consider whether 

the assent of the Eaja to the Agreement of 1794: was voluntarily given witii 
full appreciation of its consequences, and if so what the Kaja was made to 
ttaderstqiud of it ; and whether the Kaja understood it to be a temporary or 
perncisnieaL Mecfcsure. The Resident diatinetly reported to the Government 
tliat “ unhappily tlie Eajr’.s education and habits tended to prevent him” (the 
Raja) ^‘so readily distinguishing the measure coulom plated, from those that 
woro,...,....hnt yet Air. Dunoan (tlie Uesideiit) ‘Glid not deHiiair to gain 
in due time his^' (Uaia*.s) ultimal.e assent, if not of nonviucing his'^ 
(Baja’a) ** undorstaudiugG'’ In plain words 1)0 promised to obtain the 
Raja'« nominal consent without making him understand the real 
oCfoofc of the contemplated measure^ upon his rights and authority. And 
as a first tactical step towards that oad, the Rosident made hirnscir more 
tender than he otherwise liavc been of exercising ev(‘u the UHual 

degree of control in respect to the Raja's or his officerb’ maiiagciuout \^\ 

Having thus paved the way, the next step was to take tho wily and im princi- 
pled 8akh Lai into his confidonce, and make him obtain the RajaG assent, 
which so far as Sakh Lai was concerned was a foregone conchision, as is 
evident from his asaurance given to the Resident before lie mentioned 
the fact to the Raja, that he entertained little or no doubt about the 
Raja’s acquiescence. How the imbecile Raja was made a dupe of Sukh Lai’s 
intrigue has already been stated in detail in above paragraphs and need not 
be repeated here. But what was the Raja made to understand of the 
effects of the new measures and of their consequences to him or to his 
posterity! In giving his so-called assent he Raid ‘‘Hhat during the last 
six years of the present Beaidenc}'-, he had scarcely been made sensible of, or 
felt any irksome diminniiou of his authority, and that he was now also^for 
agreeing to what the Eohdent had proposed§.” Nothing can be clearer from 
‘this than that the Raja was made to understand that the new proposals 

were not designed to cause any “ irksome diminution of hia authority.” 
Aud in order to keep him to continue in his blissful dream, the continuance, 
of his seal and signature, aud of Ms office and treasury, which were the 
only tangible vestige of his authority at that time, was guaranteed in the 
new document. The introduction of British laws and Regulations, or the 
imbatitution of “native judges” by “English gentlemen ” could not have 
struck the Raja as anything extraordinary. British laws and regulations 
were already in force in Benares, of course with no legal Banction, and the 
British Resident and his British assistants were alread^^ dispenung justice, 
their oourts being the supreme courts of appealj). 

71. I hope I have proved to Your Excellency’s satisfaction that this 
Agreement wa^ not concluded with Raja Mahip Narain with his assent, 
expressed voluntarily! or with an intelligent appreciation of its effects and 
q'^nscqC^enooBj In any case he was quite incapable of expressing a free and 
^onsider^d (^pinion owing to his being a total mental and physical wreck by 

time. , 

would now try to qonvinoe Your Excellency, that this Agreement 
to be permanent, nor intended to substitute the 
which wohld mean the annexabion 


^ DllliCjlU lif'CCH’lJs, Vc?l, 
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± Daucari Eecord®, Vol. 1, 
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of tke Provinco of Boaai‘(M to tho GoinpaiiyN doirLiiuoa^i. To Uxis piii'- 
poso r would liLiuibly invite Tour I*]x<’Glleiiey’'{ aUeutiou to following 
points : — 

(1) The Pmviuce of Beuaie-. was granted to Raja Mahip Navaln '‘in 
peipetuity/’ imdcr a Sauad, ti’oin the toums of wliieli under no ci reams ban cos 
shall there ever be a cleviabioT^ or failare'^. ’* It ib qaite unthinkable that 
the British G-overnmeub, whose scrap alo as regard for its treaties and 
obligations is proverbial, could have ever thought to ii-eat this solemn 
document as a scrap of paper, and taken advantage of the imbecility of 
a ralei to nullify it, inspite of their repeated assurance to the contrary. 
The agieemeuL in fact reaffirms the original grant and alludes to it iu the 
preiim ble, 

(2) The Agreement if treated as a Iiiial arrangement for all time to come 
is absurd and impracticable* It is incapable of being followed either iu 
letter or in spirit if given full etfeot to. Iu fact it did jirove to be hO« 
As soon as tlie Raja, who was supposed to be a willing party to it, was dead, 
only a few mouths after its coiKihision, its provisions began to be, ncceasavily, 
observed more in their breaih fckan in their ob^ervauccj till before many 
years were out it oefiied to liave any bit ai aialcrnic'al value* Its total 
failure was iu fajt formally aid publicly admitted when the Act VIl 
of 1828 was passed h It would appear Indiorons tonlay, if the Rajas of 
Eoiiares were, to cdiallenge the validity of the British grants in the JT'ovinoe 
of Benare.s, in the ab^enc6 of such grant*) liaving been signed by them, as 
provided for in the second article of tlic Agreement, or to insist upon 
tlieir consent being obtained U'. a siae qi(/a non to the introduction of 
any law or procedure by British anthoribies on the strength of the preamhle 
of the Agreement. If this document was really meant to serve any 
practical purpose it must have been intended to ba a temporary arrange- 
ment, to be effective during the life-time of Raja Mahip Narain, 

(3) The Agreement nowhere says that it was meant to be a permanent 
measure. There is no such word as '' perpetuity,'* “ for all time,^* or ‘'perma- 
nent used in it. The actual word used in the original document is 

and not It farther purports to be an Agreement between the 

Resident, on behalf the Jlast India Company, and Raja Mahip Narain Singh j 
which cleaily means Raja Mahip Nai^aln as an individual. Raja Mahip Naraln 
doea not enter into this Agreement on behalf of himself and his hairs and” 
successors, as the Resident does on behalf of the Company's Government. 
In fact the Agreement does not even say that it was concluded between 
the Ea^t India Company and the Raja of Benares hut distinctly says to 
have been so concluded between the Company and Raja Mahip Narain 
Singh. It was thus clearly an agreement between the Company and 
Raja Mahip Narain Singh an individual, aud as such oauuot be, justly, 
made applicable to his successors, 

^4) The guarantee of the continaance of Raja, Mahip Narain’s seal 
and signature to all revenue papers, and of Ms office and establishment, 
at the public expense, would be absurd, if not ludicrous, if the Province, 
finally, went to the British Gov eminent, aud became an integral part of 
British India, 

(5) Even after the conclusion of this Agreement the British Go"Vern- 
ineni did not consider itself comi^etent to ^ settle the pergannah-of Agotd 
Barhar in the Sircar of Chunar with the sou of Adil Shah, the former 
xemindar without the consent mi approval of '' Raja Mahip Karaifi Singh 
Bahadur who is zemindar oE the whole four Sircars of the zillah of 
By ho doing the British Go’vernmenb clearly Icecognised that 
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Uie AgieemeuLof irSi dill iioL in the baal (Ik- riglits and privileges 

URciired to my Itoiine uiLdcn* the Saaad o( 17HI Tlii^ p wa> fiirtliei 

fc'iieiiglhenedj aud eonfinned hyr sabse^jiicMib SauacK, giauled to llie two 
auL‘ce' 1 ^ 01 ^ of Raja Malu]) Karaiu, i.e., lomy giandfalUer, Raja UiWtMauuu 
aud to my fatliei Ivaja I^llwall Pla^a(l Naiain, iii the yeaia 179^ and 1835 
respeoti\ ely, in whioli Ibo Lwo giaiitees weie uleaily aud LUiinislakalily 
designated “ponuaueul /emindar of the Sircais'^.'’ My falLiei died in 
1889. And if he continued to be the permanent zemindar of tlie foui 
yircars till iiih deaths as late the year 1S6D, .surely there hatj oeeiivred 
nothing hince then to deprive me, his successor, fiom the enjoyment 
of tl\is valuable patuinony inlievited from my fatlier.- 

(h) And if there \va'> any the Least doubt about the tempoiary natuie 
ot this Agreement, it \va^ set at le^it b/ the tTvivevvment itself in innkmg 
its provisions applicable, individually, io each suceessor o[ Raja Mahip 
Naiain, which would not have bemi tlie casi^ if tho Agreerneut was ndoude^d 
to have been concluded once and for alh Roth Idio Ranads, gianled, to my 
grandfather, and lo my lallier, ndeiieil to above*, cdi'nily slaiiM hat (he 
‘‘Raja will be bound io comply with the si ipiilal iniih speciliiHl in Iho 
above Agreement |” (of ) 794). Tliere can ilun be no donhL thal the 
Agreement was iiitcudeil 1 0 be clfeetivc only dunng (dm life-tiiue of Raja 
Malilji Narain, and was uftorwardH made a])pli<‘able individually Io his two 
hxiccessor'j, and an .nueli was only jneant to ho effective during 1111 “ lifivtime 
of each individual reeipieut of the Siinad, 

(7) Raja Mahip Navain as an iiulividual member of the “reigning 
familyt ” of Benares had no inglit, or authority, Lo enter into any agreement, 
lia-viiig the effect of ])ermanently depriving lus family and posteiity of 
their valuable possessions, to which he himself had succeeded by happening 
to bo the “ next reversionary heb',’^ aftei two of the more xightful heirs 
to the Eaj had waiv ed their claim in his favoiirS- The four Siicars were 
giauied to Raja Mahip Narain and his successors “ in perpetuity ’’ and 
as such he alone had no authority to enter into any anangement affecting 
Ills succesaors, more especially when he had three sons living at that time. 


(8) The Resident in recommending the Agreement to the Baja’s 
accepiBucP, thtough Sukh Lai, clearly said that “the Rajak being 
- “habitually afflicted with epilepsy was the one principal cause why our 
Government had been obliged to interpose further in tho administration 
of the district of Bennies than otherwise might have happen ed(|,'’ 
There can be no clearer admission, than this, of the fact, that the Agreement 
was meant to be a '‘‘further*' interposition on the part of the Resident in 
the adaiinisfcrafciou of BenarC'^, owing to Raja Mahip NarainS hopeless 
infiTmity* I have italicised the word ^ farther ^ in order to show that this 
new “ iaterpoaition ” was one of the series of such ‘'interpositions which 
have been going on from year to year since the accession of Raja Mahip 
rorain and ds those “interposition^’ were clearly stated to be strictly 
this “ farther ” one was no excepbioa to the general rule. 


i(^y The Agreement if accepted to be a permanent arrangement could be 
hWpreted^ to mean, either that the Company's Governmeiit annexed 
Wits, territory, or book upon bbetnselvo’j bhe bask of administering 
tijin t&bt W ^ the JjiajCi*, 0 to Kiil being a disciuabfied propriefcor. The 
AgphemehtB of the Raja’s right to have his seal and 
to all apd to continue a separate office and 

pf IMs ^libllc expense, together with the reaffirmation of 

Original grant of 1781, in suoceed- 

Would be repnghaht to the ferrnet 
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iiiterprobaLiou. The latLor coul 1 thergfore dq the only rational iaiorprelA 
tion o£ the Agreemeul, more e^peeially in a? lew of the fact that ilip account 
of the receipt and di^b arse men b of the rev an Lie «i of the fonv Sircars were ex- 
pressly stipulated by the Goveuimeiit, noL to be arnalgamaterl with the 
of iiccoiiuts the Company^ Proviuces but to be kept E^eparabe a-s it was ‘4a- 
CLxmbeut upon the Groveriimeub to examine every expeuditure that might be 
chargeable to the Eaja’s account with the same atbeutiou as the pubJie dis-* 

* Duncan Ro cords, \41. I, b uv semen 

73. By a critical discussion of tbe terms of this Agreemeut, 1 venture 
to hope, that I have succeedeJ in convincing Your Excellency that the 
arrangement contemplated by it was originally intended to be puielj tdha- 
poiary. Its continuance to tliis day can on!} be ascribed to two causes, as 
I can under no circumstance even dieam io asuibe it to the wilful intention 
of the British GroverntrienL to take advantage of this compact, in order to 
nnllify their solonia treabies and engagements, and their olt repeated pro- 
mises to my predocessor.s, 

74. The fir '^t cause, wliieh appears t ) liave ooatribuLed mainly to the 
eoutmuanco ofthab arrangement, was the minority of tbe two Hucceatois o£ 
Baja Maliip JNavain when they ‘'Ucceodod to their lights. My grandfather 
Raja Ucht Narain wan only 13 years of age, and iny father Raja Tshwari 
Prasad N^arain of 14: years, at bhe Lime of their respecLive succesaiong. 
The reforms effected unler tlie provisions of the Agreement, were hardly 
cousolidatecl, and it wag not reasonably expected thac they would couLiuue 
and develop if left to the Raja'*. Tiiis way egpecially to be feaied as there 
were no onicei'd of trust, integrity or experience about the infant Rajas, to 
administer the affairs of the Province on right lines in their behalf. The 
result was tbab the provisions of the Agreement, which ceased to be operative 
after the death of Raja Mahip Narain, were extended and made applicable 
to his two succegsors, not by virtue of any mutual agreement, but under the 
executive ordets of the Supreme Gioverumeut. And the arrangement, thus 
continued over a series of years, came gradually to. be regarded as an 
accomplished fact which should nob be disturbed ; and with the lapse 
of time covering the span of three generations, produced a strong 
disinclination to hand qver the territory to the successors of its former rulers. 


t Uepoefc o£ Mr. Uea^e, the 
Commissioner of Benares, 
dated 3Ut; October 185n-, 
paras, 5 and. 30, see Appendix 
Jio. XVI to this Memorial, 


75. The second cause which operated against the discontiuuance|’of the 
arrangements of the Agreement, wag the confusion which followed after an " 
almost sudden departure of Mr. Jonathon Duncan from Benares, just after 
e con-clu'uon of this Agreement, to take over charge of another, and morQ 
important, office. Thete were Grovernment orders which were issued to 
him verbally and were not reduced to writing. Many instr actions were 
contained is his private notes mostly on scattered papers f- The almost 
hopeless confusion in which the Residency records of that time had fallen y 
and the efforts which one of the successors of Mr. Dun can had to 
make almost half a century later to make them see the light of day, "cannot 
be better described than in the words of Mr. Beade himself, who was the 
Commissioner of Benares division in the year 1850, from whose report, 
dated the Slat October 1850, I take the liberty to make the following 
quotations : — 


(a) “There are no records, I must remtirk, in this office prior to 1864 
when the province of Benares was placed under the jurisdietioii 
of the Board of Gommigsioners by Regulation I of thali year, and ^ 
therefore when enquiry into matters of prior date U 
it involves a laborious and rarely eatirfactory sOarch 
the Coilectofate records. These are imperfect'; a portion wivf diit ^ 
,bce pocli^pion destroyed by fire, 6n another by^bdatA)(^reo^ ^ 
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iioL a Ijglit tfi-k to atLompi io dispd //iC7Jr/s‘/ of ohciiviti) wnu-.i 
iu this ease, it Will he seen, Mi. B. h"* ootwhhsiaiifling 

his fitness, 1111(1 ovideul le^eaich, lias <-ompel)e(l to ackuovv- 

Jedge liimsoU nnahh to vlear o'way ^ai i^facdioii. But 

during the last tlvree ycnirs, and tpet.'Ui'By Ih^ last mx; maiilUs, by 

-.oaii'li tlunnfrh tluMecoids I'll 11ns tliose ol the Oollei'' 

toi, tile Agent to tlio Goi einoi-U enei ah aiuUlie Raja, I have been 
oiubleii to glean facts and rl oen men ts w In ( h will, I hope, enable 
me to give a deal ei exposition of the" pieseut inattei tlian has 
jet been fniniHlied, and enable the Boa^ ^ Government to cemne 
tn definite cone liido usd” He fuitlier - “'The facts I have 

lelated have been gleaned by a laboi inu- search thiough recoids 
extending ovpi more than lialf a ceutiik’^- ^fost o[ the doeuineuts, 
copies of wliich me annexed, have laid hmied piohablj foi neaily 
tluii, liime ill several chests oF i^^f'ouls which T liave taken 

fiOin the Oollectoiate, and had and arranged in tins 

otlice. Lately, iooj I liavo had unexpeeted toGinioiiy in 
suppoit of the coi (.f p^i^i jj(.iitfi,rs. j\[r. Joiiatlioii Duiican’*' 
dork, who leceivei] the fann of two Ahilials for the tmin of life, 
for liLh services, is still alive, and a,t tho advanced ago of H7 still 
letains the possession of l\is lacnlhios "vvitii keener lomeinhianco 
of tile eveni s of the past cemtuvy tiiau ‘d tliCMiocurioiioeh of the last 
year. Ee has fLiriiifilied me with the due wliicli has enabled me 
lo trace the abolition of the MiUki iheaHury and itH temporary 

revivalf.’’' 

7fi. Latterly when Mr. Reade became a member of the Board of 
Revenue he again reported to the Governm^^t t(iuch.ing this subject fund 
said ^Muoatoftbe documents vvhich support thi"i statement of facts h^ve. 
come under oiiy notice o'iily in tlic tad feio dd'Vs- It appears that ivlien 
Mr. Dnnean^s loose records were s^nt to t/o^ Oom'}nisaioner''s oifice for 
arTangevfient in 1 86 0^ those in the 2iress VjWleT die charge of the Hegistrar of 
recordsj an office aboh^hed many years ago^ remained in the receptacle 
which they have occupied unnoticed and unhnOwn\ ” (the italics are mine). 

77- Having thus discussed at some length the nature and real import 
of the Agreement of 1794 ami of its effetjfc tke subsequent history of 
tny House, I, with Your Excellency’s gracious permission, Would resume the 
thread of the politioal history of my family, beginning from the death ol 
Raja Mahip Narain Singh. 

78. Raja Mihip Narain, the unfortunate epileptic and imhecile Raja, 
who was induced ti pub his seal and Bignabure to a document which, quite 
against his expectations, resulted in such far-r^a'C^hing conseqneaces to his 
posterity, died in 1796 and was succeeded by his son Baja Udifc Narain Singh. 

7^. Baja Edit Karain, when he suGceeded, wa^ a youth of some 13 
years of age with no experienced or capable officer about him. A sanad, 
Idatjfed the 30th September 1796, was granted td him by the British G-overn- 
■rhetit^ It prbvided that the zemindarieg of the forir Sircars have “ with the 
,Mix),e privileges and rights as enjoyed by his* father Mahip Narain Singh 
conhmeh untohitu hy Vne "vinfvnru'urcn'ii^,'^ mh 

uppu the inhabitants to consider* the Bald Baja as per^ 

of the Sircars, and to obey Ms ordenil.” It also 

“ fc® comply with, the abipula-bioas specified the above 
(o^ l'704h In oliheir words the rigli(:3 and privileges embodied 

‘ A , Hfn , — ilA i,. 1) p-jl ... bilH) 
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I- PviMuulde of Aiit VH of l?2y. 
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S Lotbnr from tlm Seers tar y 
of the* Gfovorrior-Q-onoral to 
Messrs. rtilLOiihiim W Ij'iike 
and W, II. Macuftgliten, dat- 
ed the ]9th November 18dU, 
para. J. 

11 Letter from Uie Secretary 
to tUo G-ovornor-GonBral to 
the lleputy Secretary to the 
CTOvernmeiit, dated, the 2nd 
April 18 Jl, para. 13. 

ILetber from the Deputy 
Secretary to the Government 
to the Secretary to the 
Governor-General^ dated the 
24th of May 1831. 

^^Letberfrom the Secretary 
of tlie Governor-General to 
tlie Doixuty Secretary to the 
Government, dated the 3ltli 
of June 1831, para. 2. 


]ie having iiiLeriied tliem in his own rights'’* j and the provisions of the Agree- 
ment oi ] 791 weie made applicable to him, as they would not )ia\c boeri 
automaticalJy applicable in liis case, 

80. In 1805, after I^aja Udib Narain Singh had attained majority, he 
presented a memorial asking for the annulment of the agreeineut of 27th 
July 1794, and for the restoration to him of fall powers of government iu 
the four Sircar*!, and in his family jagirs. The Eaja contended that tl^e 
offending Agreement wa^ a ienporary anangemeni, which, was valid only 
during his father’s life-time, and was not meant for his posterity, 

81. Bat this appeel was in vain, and the Grovernment refused to it?- 
considver the position. The Eaja, however, continued to press bis claims 
with increasing vehemence and vigour. But far from considering hia 
prayers, or deciding the me *^orial on its merit, the government summarily 
I'Djected it, and in order to effectually bilenco him, a Eegulation (VII of 1828) 
was passed which treating the provisional Agreement of liis father as final, 
and pi'ouoiLucing its operation a failuref, enacted that the Eaja even in iiis 
hamily Domains should become almost a ciplier {, 

82. When Lord William Bentiixck became G-overnor* General in 1880 

Eaja Udit Naraiii appealed to him, aai we have it from His Lordship him- 
self, that the Raja’s reproseutations impressed him wiLli the belief that iu* 
jiivsti(se had been done in his case§. But beyond this expression of H3m- 
pathy nothing was done to redress hia wrongs. Even his most moderate 
request’’ to be furnished with copies of certain Government orders and pro- 
ceedings preparatory to his appealing to the Court of Directors at IIome|[, 
although recommended by the Governor-General in the first instancelf, was 
nltimately rejected by him, in deference to the strong opinion of the vice- 
president of the Council against the grant of the Eaja’s reiiuesk**". But the 
Raja undaunted by these failures and sanguine that justice must eventually 
prevail, continued to press his claioi*^, but without any better results. In 
January 1833, he submitted his la-^t memoidal, which after a fervent appeal 
for justice, concluded with thyae words : “ If none of your memorialist’s prayers 
be complied with, he bega to inform. Your Lordship, that he is not able to 
endure further indignities, nor is ho able, if deprived of all power, to retain 
his territory any longer-” (meaning the Family Domains which were still 
nominally his). ‘‘ And if Your Lordship will dedre, Your memorialist will, 
withdraw all his officers from his ancestral domains, and retiring into ob- 
scurity, will roam ab .ut the jungles and thus prevent him^^elf from suffering 
further indiguitiev^, and then the Government dispose of his territo- 

ries as they may deem fit/’ This sad appeal for justice was still under the 
consideration of the Government when the Raja died (in the year 1835) a 
broken-hearted and bitterly disappointed man, with his dearest hope ehab- 
tered, and lowered iu the estimation of his own. subjects, 

83. I am relimtant to believe, that the British Government, which has 
always professed the most scrupulous regard for its sole mu pledges, refused 
to recognise the claims of Raja Udit Narain Singh from sordid motives 
of greed or expediency, when other reamns suggest themselves as an ex- 
planation- In the early years of the nineteenth century oimaiderable mis- 
understanding prevailed regarding the status and rights of the Princes of 
India; and the import and significance of the engage meats entered into with 
them, The early records of the Governmeot were little known and rarely 
consulted, as no compilation of treaties, or history of the circumstances 
leading up to them, existed. The Cornwallis’’ correspondence was not pub- 
lished until 1868, Atchison’s Treaties not until 1863, and Selections from 
the Duncan Records not until 18 73. There was thus a oomplete miscouoeption 
regarding political relations between the British Gov©rnment*and the Slate 



oT Ijenuves^. Al/ ilio ‘latno time the 1;emporary arrangeiiiGnlia made, had Ukoix 
Dll tlie gaib ol* peimaiieucy. The acitmil j)o\ver aud authority of the Biiti^h 
(aD\ orauient in the four Sncarn wa-^ piogreisiv'ely luciGayiug, iatoiesth had 
bn CO me re:, ted, and it wa^ difficulL to oiy a halL. It, was, I xirefer to belie vo 
foithedeaid analogous reasons, that Lhe British Grovermn eat refused to 
recognise the juat rights of Jtija tFdit Naraiu Singh. 

84. In March 1835, my father Raja Ibluvari Prasad Naraiu Siagh siicceech 
ed his uucle Raja Udifc Narain Singh to the iiomiual rulers hip of Beuaies. 
He was then a boy of about fourteen years of age. 

85. On the 29th of July, 183 1 , a Sana I was gran tei to the new Raja, iu 
teims similar to tlie one grauterl to his predecessor*. By its term^, 
the zamnidai ies ol the four Sircars weie couflimed uuto hixuy ‘^with the same 
piivileges aud Jightt)'^” as were enjoyed by his preleeebsoi, aud the inhabi- 
tants were Giijouied to consider the said Raja permaiient 5iatuiudar 

ol the Shears and tu obey his oidovs^.’’ JIo was also hound to 

<* imply with the stipulations spocifled in the above Agreement/’ (of 
179 J''), 

8d- WJieu the gieat Mutiny of l8/)7 broke out, the Raja, like his i»ro“ 
decesHor Balwant Hingli, imrohorvedly placed all lus rosonroes at Die dis])OMil 
of the British Goverumeut, Aud altliough the vieisaitucleH of time had 
ori])pled his rcauureea almost to notliing, still ho managed to nialce a IVee 
gift of Ilia horsea, to cquii) tlie British guns, when Sir Henry Havelock 
advanced fiom Benares to Allahabad, He likewise furuisliod hovFes to 
mount the Britieh Yoluiiteer Cavalry, and made over his elephants and 
camel b for the transpoit of ammunition and stores. He threw open his 
palace at Eamnagar to European ladies and gentlemen who stood solely iu 
need of slieltei, and by lending his troops to guard the city, set free the 
G-overument troops for active fighting. When all direct postal communica- 
tioa between Benares and Agra was interrnpbed, the Raja, at considerable 
per^'Oual cobt organised an intelligence department, and maintained commu- 
nication between those cities, through his own mejv^engera for several months f. 
In short, he proved himself a faithful vassal of the Crown, and a worthy 
representative of hib loyal House* 

87, For these loyal and eminent bervicos my father received the thanks 
oftbe Eritmh Governmentt# His balnte was permanently raised fiom 11 
to 13 guns aud he was also raised to the status of a Mahiraja. Ther.e 
honours, however, although flattering to hia dignitv, brought no material, or 
political advantages in their train. In 1862, when Sanads were gi anted to 
Princes and Chiefs of India who now govern their own territories J ” 
regarding the recognition of heirs adopted by them on failure of natmal 
issues, my fablier was presented with such a Sauad, clearly showing 
thereby that lately as 1862, the Crown, which had succeeded the 
East India Company in the Government of this country, recognised the 
Status 6f the Raja of Benares as that of a prince governing Ms own 
ierriboiy,’* inasmuch as this San ad v as granted only to Ruling Chiefs, 
and was refused to those who were not regarded enjoying that 

early of the GoirojBiiiinit were in auch n cDulnBod in tho early 

thei Britii^li rulo, th-iit evon eight years alter Liam Udit Rnrain's death* Lord 0)Hea- 
Sprohiby tkd^tJhsn (3(-oreraor“0'eti,erdb felt the gteatiBBtj inoonvenieucc, when ho cUsouased 
In 1848, from the absouCti in a compact and collOoted iorm of State papers, 
thei rolation gf the J^ritish G-overano-Gat with the Uouae of Somdia, (aeo Jflarl of 
ISljliiiiiorotgh'S despatch to the Ruke of IVeUingtoa, jh 44,) Sq dofloieht waa the information 
aft^r the Tbattle of Papuan* mid JVXaharajpUr, based hia policy with regard 
ouihformatidn XoUndin an old history of tiio iiaharattaa, diacovcred by hie 
]Iln44#]|eoTO^ ih ,t1io OhinE^IJH^aJir of Oalcuttu. lb waa to dispel thia general darkneaa 
ifUShlaflM over trMifiuctiphS With,j{ative States, that Lord Mlonhorough’a under-Seoretarry 

P- bodlc of treaties and liistoJritSal notices which 
SRwWWirW of horde in the year iBjy. 
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88. Ill 18S9, Maliavaja IsliWari Pra^al Narain Siugli died, aal 
succeed eel by me, Your ExeelloncyN memorialist, being liia uepliew and 
adopted son. When T succeeded to my titles I fouud my position 
exceedingly anomalous, and of great humiliation. Altliougli a Ruling 
Chief in the name, and treated as such on ceremorial occasions, and although 
the descendant of a line of ruling princes and the de jure ruler of the four 
Sircai^ and of the Family Domains, I did not in fact possess a vestige 
of actual aiittiority in any of these territories* And to make matters 
worse fetilJ, the nominaJ status of a Ruling Chief, which was accorded 
me ou ceremonial occasions, was at times denied, at the whim of the 
th on ties that be, much to my humiliation, so much so that, had it not bee-u 
for the gracious coiutesy of Ills Excellency Lord Carzoa, I would have Tailed 
to obtain even a seat at the Coronation Darbar of 190.^ among men, the 
ancetitors of some, at lea'll, of whom, had not achieved promiueace at the 
time, when iny prcdecGF^ors weio ue&cribcd iu Parliament, as allies of the 
British Governinout. 

SO. Tliif- doWTiward tendency hecaine gradually so pronounced, that my 
very existence an a political unit appeared to be almost doomed. There was, 
thus iiotliing left for me but to approach tlie G-overiimeut with a prayer to 
either mend or end the anomaly of my position once and for all. After 
yeais of protect and endeavours, and after meeting with many refusals ag had 
been the lot of my predecessor?, justice was at last meted out to me, and 
I was granted a permanent and defined status among the Enling PdneeR 
of this country, a portion of my Family Domains having been transferred 
to my rule. 

90. I need not refer here to my aixious endeavours to administer my 
newly acquired territory, on sound and approved lines, aad to prove myself 
worthy of the confidence reposed in me by the G-overnmeut by the change in 
the nature of jurisdiction, as I can confidently leave this to the testimony of 
Government officers. I would similarly refrain from making mention of my 
services to the Crown, eithej; in peace or iu war, as I deem it as my first duty, 
if I am no unworthy representative of my loyal House, 

91. This complete/; the political history of my family with critical 
notes which I have taken the liberty to annex by way of elucidation. With 
Your Excellency’s gracious permission, I would now naake a few observations,* 
by way of explaining certain inconsistencies, and incongruities, which have 
often tended to oonfus^e and comproini'iC the real status of my family. 

92. By a detailed narration of the above history, I hope, I have auc^ 
ceeded in convincing Your Excellency, that the title of the Rajas of Beaates 
to he classed as Ruling Prince^^, is in no way inferior to any of the 
other Ruling Houses in this country. My forefathers came into possession 
of the four Sircars, orginally through a grant from the Delhi Emperors, and 
enlarged and consolidated their possessions by conquest. Their position as 
rulers of the acquired teintory was afterwaidh recognised, and confirmed by 
Nawab Vizir of Ondh, through the intervention of the British representa- 
tive, the Governor-General. Latterly when Benares passed to the suzerainty 
of the Ea-^t India Company, the status of my forefathers as independent 
Eulers of the four Sircars under the British Grown, was recognised by the' 
East India Company. 

93. Of course the Eajaa of Benares were offen dewignated « zemindar^, 
and their possession palled zamindari, and this feot together with the 
frequent hse of such words as Battas, Kabaliafc^, revenue, rent, or malguzari, 
iu their connection has often misled people, and even Government officers, 



44 


ill t^uppo^iiug that U\e pitai^us of LUp Rajas of Rmiareii^ was noL t\mt of a 
Ruling Pi'iuc0. Ikiii a cousidcrafciou of tlio following faots, will sorvo 
Lo lUfcspol this illusion. 

1)4. Tke Moglial Einperorsy wlxo wore the immediaLo predeoe.ssors oI the 
Brit ish power in the (xovonimeut of thin country, refused to recogiUBo the 
right of auy pviiiee or chief to hold his country i n depend eutly of them. 
They claimed to be the sole proprietor of the Indian soil, and its one Itnler, 
and the one fountain head, from whom all honours and titles were derived. 
This claim was subsequently inherited by the East India Company, the 
miccesaors of the Moghal Emperors, and wa-^ literally, and disastrously, given 
effect to by the Government of Lord Dalhonsie, by making all round cunfis*' 
cations, on the ground of escheat. The Moghal Emperoi’s, and after them 
the East India Company, often used to denote the Ruling Chiefs by such 
Words aa Zemindar, Thakur, Clioudhari, and the like^ in order to em- 
phasise their Subordinato position. Eveji the Rulers of Oudh who were quite 
indepeiidiMit of the Emperors of Bidlii, enjoying full Hovoreign powers, In- 
cliidiug the power of making pea '-e and war, had to bo content with the tH.le 
of^VizivH^’ (lYuuiHters)t. Asaljali, the fouudor of tln^ gv(vit Ifoime of 
Hyderabad was, and )us successorH are still, desiguatod Nizajii (u- Naziim 
(an officer chavgotl with a local adtuiuiHtralion) The grout Maliratla 
Houses of Westoni India emilcl ahow no bettor docuniontary tilden tliau that 
of being olficors under the reHhwaH§. Even the East India Oom])any, 
after they had become virtual sovereigns of Bengal, assumed the docu- 
mentary title of Diwan or Revenue administrator in 17()0. ^^At what 
precise time ’’ remarks Mr* Field, late Judge of the Calcutta High Court, 
‘‘the Company exchanged tlie character of subjects for that of sovereign, 
and obtained for the Crown the rights of sovereignty, is by no means clear. 
There can be no doubt that, at the beginning of 180 G, the sovereignty of the 
Bengal Presidency had been acquired and the British Power had become 
paramount in IucUa||.’’ It is obvious, therefore, that the precise status of 
the different pqwei-s, and Baling tJouaes, which arose in the eighteenth 
century cannot be correctly interpreted, and understood merely from the 
documents which those houses have to show. "’The Ain-Ahbari is full of 
the word Kemiudar used in respect of most of the Ruling lionses wliich 
existed iu those days, The Chiefs of Gooch Behar and Bhaouagar were so 
designated even by the British Government up to the middle of the last 
CenturyU, "Many Chiefs of the Tributary mohals of the Central Provinces, 
ag well aa those of the Kathiawar, Malukantlia and Rewakautha agencies, 
and the ^chiefs of the Southern Mahra'jba country, are sLill called Zemindars, 
Talukdars, Thakur.s or Jagirdars**. The payment pf the Cliieft; of Faridkot, 
Gooch JBohar and Bhaouagar wag designated as revenue, or malguzarift, the 
engagenients of the Chiefs of the Central Provinces are still called pattas, 
and Kabuli abstJ, and even the Agreement of such aa imp irtant Prince as 
the Nawab of Rampur was at Limes called “kabuliat§§.” The states of the 
Chiefs of Kathiawar, Central Provinces, Orissa and Nagpur have been 
fettled under British authority, and in case of some of these are subject to 
periodical revieion, and enhancement of rent|)||. The powers of the Gliiefs of 
Baudelkhand ate regulated, suspended, and restored at every BUCoesgioiilMT. 
The mmuhlty of some of these States from the iixtrodaotion of the British 
Wsi, is only effected by means of special regulaLious^'^^, The chiefs of 
Lohara, Pataundx and Faridkot were created Ruling Chiefs by the British 
Oovcrnmeht, as rewards for the services of their foreboarsf ft and similar 
:t,obaervatioBB may be made in respect of the Chiefs of Kashmir, Jhallawar, 
'liyepfe and others, too many to mentionJtL 

i , On the other hand the Rajas of Benares were recognised Ruling 
tk® b 0 ginhing§§ 8 . The word isemindari in their sauads 
to mean Provinoe||||j|. They were declared time mi 
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ti’ Extract IroiM the proceed- 
ings of the Government of 
India in the foreign Depart- 
ment No. '256 It., date Simla, 
4fcli October 1872, para. 2, 


{igstiii, nc>ti fc') be eoiisidoied zemiurUrs in the modem sense of ike word ^5 
and their Paiias and kabalials were dibtineLIy declared to be treaties 1 

Their paynieiiLj were cjiHod iribuiej, aud their right to govern their 
territory wa^ recognised under forin^tl Sauads, 

9G, T iroLiglio it the eighteeabh century every historical event bearing 
on the position of tlic Eenares llousey and every reference to the Raja^ of 
Benares in the Duncan Records aud Coniwallis Correspondence, bince pub- 
lished, rejoguise the Rajub of Benarea to be Ruling Piincesj their territory 
being regarded a foreign country and uot forming part of the Compaoyjs 
territoryg. Even the cele orated fifth report submitted by the Parliamr^ntary 
Select Committee iu 1812 recognises that the House of Benares exercised 
“ regal authority within its JState in the eighteenth eeniiiryjl.’* Iu the 
jiliraseology of the niiieteentli century Benares was recognised to be, de facto, 
a Native State, a^ deliued by Sir William Lee Wariier^r, under the suxeraluty 
of the East India Company- 

Tlie word x:eirun(]av as used iu the various Sauada or Paiias 
referred to above ij apt to misleal only those persona who do nob bear 
111 luinii the historical position of the Koiniudars (luring those times, 
fC this position is birae m mind, and it it farther remombered that 
the oiigiual Sauad granted to Maharaja Balwant Singli was made by tho 
Delhi Emperor, that he had troops iu his service aud exercised, all the rights 
and privileges which belong to sovereignty, that in the tieaty between 
Navvah Suja-ud-Daulah and the English Company, dated the loth Augu^,t, 
176 j, the rights of Balwant Singh were specially proLectel, that iu the 
Saaad granted to Raja Chet Singh on the 15bh April, 1776, by the Groveruor- 
Creueral iu GouaciL not only refereuce wa^ made to the zemludari but also 
to the Aumeeay and Foujdary of the Sircars, that the Raja of Benares 
vas allowed to miut his own colon, that iu the Sanad granted to Raja 
Maliip Narain Bahadur the Aumeeny and the foujiary rights, were 
lecoguised, it is nob fair to read the word zemindar in documents 
of this cliaracter in the sense iu which that word is understood at the 
present time. In one word what is urged is that, notwithstauding 
ihe use of the word zemindar in djcumeabd relating to the Raja^ of Benares, 
the fact remains, that when all his powers aud privilege^ ate analysed care* 
fully in the liglit of the hibLorical position prevailing iu fcho-e times, he 
possessed those attributes which entitled him to be callel a sovereign 
within the meaning of the decisions quoted in paragraphs 2“ — 2? of this 
memorial- • 

93- And if there was still any doubt as to the real status of the Rajas 
of Ihiiiare^, it was set at rest by the Government of Lord Canning in. I808, 
the grant of the Sauad of adoption. to my father, which was meant ex- 
clusively for the Princes and Chiefs who now govern their own territories**,’^ 
and subsequently by the government of Lord Northbrook in the year 1872, 
when JIis Exmllency was pleased to observe that ^'the Maharaja of Benares 
both befoie and after the cession of the Province by the Government of 
Oudh, and both before and after the Agreement of 1781, was a Ruling Prince 
possessed of a limited sovereignty differing in no material re'^pect from the 
sovereign powers enjiyed by Chiefs in Bundelkhand aud ehe where whose- 
territories we^e acquired by the British Government from the §,uzerain of 
the Chiefs by cessiim or coaq'uedt A few years later in 1875 His Ex- 
cellency was further pleased to declare thafc '' The Government of Indiii do 
not consider that His Highness is simply au influential zemindar to whorh 
certain oonceasioas havfe been made and have noL and do not designate him 
*eueh. But he aveirse from attempting to define the Maharaja^j^ 
status by i single texm suck as faedatory, tributary or dApeiident ftjj no 
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(ho ifTli ii, woaW bo advisable for the KosirleaL to scMjUe wiUi ilio Tiaja Lbo sum 
id ho aiiiiiuilly appropriable by (rovernuicihi (o i/ie pjorpofie sj^ccifLad iv the 
jirecedii\(j pftrtif/ra'ph so ihai he “ (Uie liajiL) mi^hL be certim of receiving 
(die remainder whatever might he the amoimt of iV 


108 . The Resident, was fur(,lier requested t,o ^'acquaiiiL him (tlie Raja) 

‘‘that the srii^plus revenibe which might he ani^wMg collccUd would be 
regiilarlY paid to him, after iledacting such part of it as he might voiim' 
iarily allow to expended for the irnprovoiueiib of the zemuniari aud 
p)r defraying a pTopovtion of the ejopetii^e of the jadioial establishment 

adequate io the amount wh.ioh he 'now oyi that accoitnf\,^^ In a ^ 0)ul, p 2J7, juim, 1. 

subsequout coiret^poiidence the RcMdeiit was again leque&ted by (he 

Govoiiior-tteueral ill Council “ to .subiiiit to the Roarn a .statcinont of tli« 

whole expense of the proposed e^tabliHlimoiits, comjiared with the present 

expeuHo of tJie Residency aud tlie judicial (diarges defiayed by U'ov'erii- 

nientt ho tluit tliey might liave ladore them the net ineuNiso of expense that 

would 1)0 iiieurred, attej- deducting tlio siun Unit the Raja might agree to 

ptiij from the mrplnH (olUiclions in pan if (he vhargcs \ 2 


1(19, The above (jiioiatious of whiclq T have taken the liberty to italicize 
eiudain povtiom', suggi'st a lew obsorvatious : J‘drht, that the whole of the 
surpUxH revoiiue was phif'cid at the dispos.al of the liajiq and it was left to li iiu to 
allow the (Jrovormueut to ai)pro[»riaLe any portion of it lor eortaiu well ihdined 
improvements of tlio coimtry, if he so chose. Mecondly, that the receipts frmn 
thee II stoma were to go to tlie Company’s aciouut, and t lie y (the Cmapauy) were 
entitled to only that portion of the land teveiiiio vvliich represented the sum of 
forty lakhs (the tribute payable) nxiniib articles of deduction and juinus cus- 
toiTvS receipts. Thirdly, that only that poitiou of the expenses of the judicial 
establit^hments whiuli used to bo debited to the Raja’s account {viz.^ the 
expenses of the muila'^il courts as distinct from the Courts e^tal)lushed at the 
]f.eadqaartoi\s of the ISircars) were to be trauafeired to the Compauy’b credit 
when the dual accounts were adjusted. ^ 


110. At the fcaine time it was decided that the receipts from the Pro- 
vioce ol Benares were not to be amalgamated with the receipts Iroin the 
Company’s proviuoea, aud tlie British OoUectoi appointed by i e Goveru- 
mmit to make the collection of revenues from the four Wircard was iiiijfcruct- 
ed to “aubmit to tUem’’ (the Board of lievenne), ^Hhe hlulk^ accounts'' 

(the account. o£ the four Sircars) that they might come under the revision 
of the Board equally with the Qoierument aQCOiints as the Board * 

(G-overnor-G-eueral in Council) conaidered it incumheut ^lpon them to 
examiuo every expenditure that might be chargeable to the liajah acuoiuit 

witli the same attention as the public dibbar.eraenl,§.” (The iUlic.^ aue ^ 

mine.) Thia quotation will farther serve to prove that the trovei'uinent pigu jju, pu% -i. 
took upon themselves the task of ad minibteriag the Province in truht 
for the liaja aud consilered it “incumbent upon thena” to examine every 
, itom, of- expenditure carelully, to prevent the liaja’s aoconat being wrongly 
' debited. 


, , 111. But th« Resideut was of another opinion. He wanted to fix 
Tike {{bija's share of the ehrplus revenue in order to prevent “hia (lUja’s) 
■ ' 'alaquai iniicnae" becoming unreasonably large to the prejudice of the 

h ^bouhtry which must. be greatly beuebtted by laying out of such 

|/aW.n'«*s^plu0 on ita impro«ement|l.” And witho at waiting for the Goiern- 
||;|&^^'\^fin<Jtio.ii to his prot» 0 Bala he reported that he had hti'-L some meai„8 
wbat would prpve very agreeable to him” (Baja) and 
that “fts the (Wnqal surplus /vow the eonisLing jinmeial fwids 
VMtP/j hoiald attdi? all tbe charges of coUojtioa., 
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II Duftcmi Hoconls, Voh 1, 
page xJ-ia* 
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Duncin Rccjrls, Vol X, pp. 
242 .43 


I Duncan Hoc )i*dg, Vol, I, n. 
251, p.iia i, 


X Duncan Uecorclg, Vol I, 
P 2W. 


§ Duncan Becorda, Vol. I, 
p. 228, para- 5. 

II Article I of £ho Agree- 
ment of 1794, 


never in any future yoav fall below one lac ani forty thonsand inipoes 

...if G-overnmeut, were pleaded to allow one lac of this feurplus to the 
Raja lie would, ijicrc was every reason to thinh^ tliaakfiiUy aoc|aiesce,’* 
(The italics are miue^.) 

112. It is clear from the >^0 quotatioiif? that the Resident, WitliouL 
funiiahing any reason for his belief, tonic it for granted that ''he had 
reason to believe^' that the Raja ‘'will thaiikfally acquiesce’^ in this 
arbitrary adjiistmeuL of the profits. At lea^t the Raja himself never agreed 
to this as will appear from a congideration of the following facts.. The 
Re.'bideiit, when submifcLing the draft of the Agreement to the Groverament, 

" with a hope that in point of form as well as substance it might be hon- 
oured with the approbation of Groverumentf ” distinctly reported as ’^gards 
the form that the “Raja having been used to that of Sawal, the few which 
were pre-senied (none of which seemed in the lea^it excepiienabie) had been 
incorpoJ’ated. iu the present Ikrarnama ” (Agreement) “ with the exception 
of tlie first iu which he liad expressed a hope that all the b^orplivs revenae 
of llenares might he a'^signed to him, clearly understanding at the {^ame 

tiiao tliat the Resident's Jawab or niisvvei' to that article was to 

limit his share therein to one lac of riipeos as his concMrrence had before 
been c^iiresscd iu the maUerf*” Gan thoro be any clearer admiNSion of the 
fact tliat tliia share of the Raja’s surplus revenue was fixed without his 
kiiDwleilge and cQni>eut1 In all previous correspondence on the ^abject 
the Resident used such expressions as "he” (the Resident) "had had some 
means of ascorLaining what would prove very agreeable to hina ” (Raja) 
or “ there wa-s every reason to thinlv he will LhaafcfnUy acquiesce." 
Rut in the extract just quoted he says categorically that “ his ” (the 
Rajn/s) ' concurrence has before been expressed," How and iu what way 
this “ coucuirence ” was obtained is a uiystory which has still to be 
revealed- Nowhere in the long string of coiTespondence on this sub- 
ject the Bosident ever stated thab he had obtained the Raja’s assent 
to this limitation of his share, as be did in other matters iu which the 
Raja’s consent was required. On the other hand the Baja clearly said in 
his paper of requests, allixled to abo\e tliat he hoped to receive all the sur- 
plus revenues without any deduction. Your Excellency will readily see that 
what the Raja was informed of the Government’s proposals in this respect, 
was that “he” (Rajay “might be cerLaiu of receiving whatever might be the 
amount of it ” (the surplus) also "that the surplus which might be collected 
would be regularly paid to him” and the like. X fail to find any reference* 
to any correspondence in the Duncan Records or iu any file iu my possession 
to justify the Resident’s assertion that the Raja consented to limit his share 
of the surplus to one lakh. In fact this adjustment of the surplus revenue 
was arrived at iu consideration of the then existing financial f'tinds of the 
cowntryt^' which did not admit of a surplus of more than cue lakh and forty 
thousand of rupees ^ It is thus clear that, in equity, this payment of a lakh 
of rupees is susceptible of revisiou on the bans of the financial position of 
the present day. When the agreement wai being drafted the point to be 
settled was what sum was likely to remain in hand after meeting all charges 
BO that "he (Raja) might be certain^'' of receiving it. And it waa for that 
reason that the words “ without fail || ” were inserted in the ag reement. In 
view of the then “existing funds of the country ” no more than rupees one 
lakh and forty thousand were available as surplus and taking unforeseen 
contingencies into account the fixing of the payment to the Baja of one 
lakh of rupees "without fail” was a most reasonable rather generous 
proposal as the Baja had never received even^so much in previous j^ears 
since he came to the Raj. This sum of one lakh of rupees represented that , 
poibion of the surplus revenues which could be paid "without fail.*’ 


I 


i 
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other words it w£Lg the minimiiin ami not the Tuaxuniun payable. H^id thi^ 
not been the iufceutiou there was no occasion for the wordy without fail’ 
'appearing in the text of the agreement. It would have been enough to 
say that a sum of one lakh of rupees shall be paid to the Kaja. In any t-'ase 
the right of the Kaja to the full eiijoymeut of the surplus revenues of his 
zemindari was admitted by the Uesideut, and the fixing of the payment of 
the allowance to the Eaja out of the profits of his property at one lakh was 
also alleged to have been made with bis agreezneuh In other words the 
government of the day admitted the right of the Eaja to dispose of the 
surplus revenues of his zeminrlan in any way he liked. If owing to mis- 
management of the property there was no room for paying a larger sum 
to the jjroprietor of the four sircars, as allowance, when the British (xoverii- 
ment took charge of their management surely the proprietor has a right to 
demand a suitable addition to his allowance, when his property under good 
management yields a larger revenue and shows a larger aurplns. 


113* Thin view of the question was also taken by the Groverninent 
officers in later years when dealing with the payment of this savplus 
revenue. Mr. L. J. Christian, the Secretary to the Board of Reverme, in hia 
letter to the Secretary of the N.-W. P, (iovernment, dated the 4th of August, 
1854, clearly stated “ that any modification^^ (of the anaount of one lakh) 
could only with reason have been claimed on the eontingenoy of the net 
BiirpluB reveiure falling short of the annual estimate.” Of course he meant the 
reduction of the amount paid to the Eaja under unfavourable circumstaricea 
of the finances. But it is plain that if the payment was liable to curtail- 
ment in adverse circumstances it was equally liable to enhaucemeut in 
favourable times. The Eesident himself was nob unmindful of this aspect 
of the question. The arbitrary principle underlying all his proposals in this 
respect was that the Eajas of Benares, being permanent zemindars of the 
fouv Sircars were entitled to the enjoyment of the surplus from the land 
revenue only and had nothing to do with other sorts of revenues more 
especially with excise revenues. When proposing the basis of the settlement 
of the amount of the Baja’s share of the surplus « revenues in. his address, 
dated 13th October, 1 794, he confined himself to the land revenue only*. 
He anticipated material increase from the tax on spirit aoua liquors but 
in his opinion they were exclusively Company’s revenuesf. Later on when 
addressing the G-overmuent in connection with the taxes on country liquors iu 
'Benares he made himself quite clear saying that ^^the Abkaree would prove 
a still increasing source of income the advantages of which the Hon’ble 
Company were now alone to receive, since the Eaja had limiterl all his claims 
to the additional lac of rupees jper annum that was already much more than 


^iovxded for from the ffurplue land r6venwY\ (The italics are mine,) 
In faut one lakh of rupees wa^ already much more than what could have 
ro^saqabfy been expected, in view of the land revenues of the Sircars of those 


' '■ri.T! Js!. 
k.' .(J 


4 Froni tiliG stiOiiidpoitil} oven of tlie Xlesldetii/ flie Raijas of Benares Oire 
entitled to a revision of this payment in case the laud revenue of the 
iSircars admitted of it. 


Excellenoy’s time by a narra^ 
^aota ip. their tiresome detail, I have endeavoured to shoM 
secured to my family in respect of the fom 
plpdgep, hy the British Government have beet 
y^ithout any fault of the members of my Housf 
lipdpced to the position of a mete foreigner it 
arrangemeuts oouolucled with hay great 
*^*^'*’ without any justification. 


* Dun-oan llocords, Yol. 
pp. 24ii-243. 

tlbid. 


X Ibid, p- 274, paTft. 2, 
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WiUi Your Ea;:celleiiGy\s giacious indiilgeucc I will now eonclmle Uiis 
political lii&toiy of my family with Urn following l)ri<*f Ruinmaiy of it, 

(i) liajfl, Eahiiint Siugli (1740 — 1770). Thifci ruler enjoyed full riiliug 

[jowers in tlie four Sircars including the exercise of civil and 
crirniiuil juiibdiciion, inspite of Llie attempts of the Kuler of 
Ondli to ashcrt a nominal suiaerainty over him. In 17G4 the 
British Grovemment encouraged him to enter into a tTexty with 
the Ruler of Bengal, and solemnly engaged to protect and mam- 
tain him ^^independent both now and kereaften"^ 

(ii) Eaja Chet )Singh (1770—1781), In 1773 Warren ETastings 

stated that Raja Chet Singhtg title was due to ihti fact 
that Shnja-nd-Banlah had engaged to eoutimie Raja Balwant 
Singli and his whole family and poatcrity in the four Sir- 
cars- 111 the same year Warren Hastings obtained for Raja 
Chet Siiigh a ^ kaalriama ’ from Shuja-ud-Baulah which stated 
that it was made with the Raja and liis lieirs and t-liould 
never he deviated from. Warren Llasiings gave the Raja a 
letter confiriaiug this arviiugemeiit, and informed him that lie 
was master in hhs own counlry.’^ Tlio British Grovei airieut 
wrote to the Court of Bireotors tliat tliey had obtained a renewal 
of the Sanad on the same footing as that granted to the Raja^a 
father, and that the Raja was invested with the 

government'^ of the country. Warreu Hastings negotiated 
£[.11 amic£[,ble £[iiTJin^Gineiit with th& H/ija for i7 re Fere uh £1,1 tariff 
on the Company’s goods- After the transfer of the suzerainty 
from Oiidh to the British, Warren Hastings referred to the four 
Sircars as a frouticr to Oudh and Behar, and to the Raja au 
atly who had always been so regarded. He also stated that the 
Raja should be totally freed from his present vassalage, and 
pledged bho Groverninent''s faith that no encroac Tim elite should 
ever be made on his rights by the Company. The British 
G-overnment, when deliberating the transfer of the suzerainty to‘ 
them, resolved that no demand, other than the stipulated tribute, 
should be made on the Raja, nor any kind of authority or 
jurisdiction ^exercised within the four Sircars. Finally in 1776, 
after the Lran'^fer of suzerainty, the British Government granted 
to the Raja by a Saaad, the zemindari (Revenue), Amini (civil) 
and Fanjdari (criminal) jurisdiction of the four Sircars, and 
the right of mintage and informed the Raja that they 
(the Govermrent) were determined to leave him’’ free and 
uncontioUed management of the internal government of his 
country/''’ The Raja’s famiJy wm aho referred to as the 
“reigning family.” 

{iii) Raja Mahip hfarain Singh (1781 — 1795). This Raja wag, by Wb 
S an ad of l7Sl, granted amongst other rights, the Amini and 
Fanjdari of the towns and places of the four Sircars, except of 
the town of Benares, “ in perpetuity. ” 'I’he Coustifcution ”of 
1784, provided that the Baja’g seal and signature should 
authenticate all orders, and that his Naib should conduct the 
entire mauagement and administration of the Prpvince ox^jng 
to the Raja’s unfitnegs to conduct the affairs of the State 
hinaself* Mr- Duncan, the Resident, was req^uested to establish 
oourts of justice in thp towns of frhttssipw, Mirssapur and 
Jaimpur “UTicJer t\$ jRoyVs By the Agreement 

of 1794, the. Raja agreed to the introduction in his couutyy of 
+ho same system of justice and reTcnue ?va exijstQd iti Bengal 
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1795, aud consmtecf to tliG omployiiient of Uic" ^nrplxi^ rcTcnties 
solely for the prosperity and adviiniagD of the four yivea^rs, after 
payment of riij>ees O'ue lakh to him out of it without fail*’ 
Owing' to T^aiious tiiiau-tlxori&eti imoads upoa his rights, liaja 
Mahip Narain Singh* at the time of liis death, was in fact little 
more than a mere puppet in his own country and in practice 
exercised no rights whatsoever. 

(w) Raja XJdit Narain Singh (1796 — 1855), Although the Sanad whicJn 
was granted to this Baja conferred' upon him “the same 
privileges and rights as enjoyed hy his father, * and althongh 
theoieticaliy he was acknowledged to be the “permanent 
zemindar of thefom Sircars in actual practice, he had nothing 
to do with thema 

(v) Eaja fbhwari Prasad Narain Singh (1855-’188y). The same 
lemaiks ax>ply to tlub Eaja as to his immediate 
He was laised to the dignity of Maharaja, in 18G2, He was thes 
recipient of a Sannd which was issued exclusively to Princes and 
Chiefs of India, “who now govern their own territories.” Put 
in actual pracLice, he exercised no powers of government* 

('yil I, the next in order, am the present ruler of the much diminished 
State of Pen ai'Cs. In 19L1 a part of the Family Domains Avero 
7'estored to my jurisdiction and rule. But in the- four Sii'cars, 
I am completely etiipped of all xuy rights and powers, and am 
a meie stranger to these possessions of my ancebtors- 


115, From an examination of the above stated facts I venture to hox^e 
that Xour Excellency will feel convinced on the following points in con- 
noctiotx with the history of my House: (1) That the four Sircars of the 
Province of Benares were settled with my great grand-father “in perpetuity 
in l78l with complete and un controlled, jurisdiction over them. (2) That, 
the subsequent Agreement of 1794 did not annul or modify that grant but 
Simply authorised the British Government ^to administer the Sircars 
for the Raja just as the Courts of Ward do in the case of disqualified 
proprietors in the present day- Under ordinary circumstances the 
Agreement should have ceased to be operative after Baja Mahip Navain. 

That the infancy of the two successors of Baja Mahip Karaiu 
necessitated the continuance of the arrangement entered into the Agree- 
paent of 1794 the provisions of which were made applicable to them by 
Special Sannads, which arrangement is still in force with no 
other sanction than that of prescription, '*(4) That the Province of 
Betiaras was and in fact is a Native State and as such cannot be made part 
British India excejit under very tpecial circumstances which nev^er arose- 
(5) That even if the Agreement of 1 794 be treated as a permanent measure the 


'w’otpsii interpretation that can be placed over it would be, that Baja Mahip 
i^Narain ceded his jurisdiction over the four SSircars,. hut hia sovereign and pro- 
-^p^ietaty rights in them were left intact and nutoffectedy as is evident from 
i^Jti^igiiWsifntee of the continuance of the Rajahs seal and signature to all grants, 
officO and treas^ury, and from the reoognifciou of his right to receive 
royetxues of the Sircars, and by the reaffirmation of the permanent 

E it;pf fete- ^jrca,iSi having been made with him. In olber words the 
pjjOTeriOtmCht undertook to administer the province of Benares for the 
his benefit.^ (6) That the payment of one lakh of 
to the Baja out of the surplus revennea was 
^^fi^nancial funds of the country ” and was not a per- 
ri;i7)' T?JbLat this sum pf one lakh of rupees paid to me is 
VAisrl'fiiiSri' ftri^tJlilUT ’Af 'fVi'ci Vvipocertis^k Viir.Cki’Vi+cs f^yTi-nn J-l.. a -T.-v-.i.iL 



IK). My I'll,] nil) has all aloiii; lioea iiiilli ucUiuL; in ils loyalty LowattK tho 
Ihitish Tlu’on(‘; ainl tlial- il lia^^, uu(l(i-.(a-vocUy, Ikm'd bveal/eil luii^lily in this 
ife.spoot cannot ho hotter tli.in in t,hi‘ \oia‘iK nL‘ Mr. (Joniniirisiouer 

D, B. iNfori'isan tVnin n'}i()'i(' I’eporl, 1. Ia,k(‘ thn hhci'tv to (|Uote tljo Ibllovvini* : — 


lixbTiict from pata. 21 of 
Mr. Coiumissiouer D. J3. Mor- 
riaoiv’a .Sottlomoiib Report of 
iUonarofi, No. '103, dated iGtIi 
RoceiKibor, 1843, 


or late yeav^/’ Mv. .Monison in Ins rrpoil, “ little, i mm unities 

whi<‘Ii lie” (the Uaja) ‘‘ po'^-^es.sed ha\e heeii taken Lrom him. The 
loss in a [teeuniiny point tjl' new may he eoii'^idered comparatively 
trilling, hnt it lowered his dii>inty in thu eye■^ of Ins Gonntrymeu 
and ha', b *en keenly rell. ft stieia.s a- if we Imiiioured and 
conciliated the lanuly, a'^ much as possible, when it was our policy 
to do so, and when biieir opi)ositiuii might have caused us much 
troafde on our (irst getting pO'>-,e',sioii of tlie Province. Bat tlullfc 
now, when 0(1 r doiiiinion has been consolidated, and we have no 
longer any reason to care for euther iheir enmity or their trieud- 
hliij), wo deprive the family gradii ally ol all their )irivileges and 
brino them to the ilead levnd of our other subjects. I do ^lot 
apjnnve of this in a ( rover n meat any mort^ tliaii in an individual’^.’’ 

117. \ l)elieve that fidl fm'U comieeted wit)) the political history ol my 
iloiisti were never placed before tlie G-ovonunmit, in»a connected and detailed 
form, till now. In doing so on Llie prohent occa-'ion 1 fervently hope iliai. the 
just and benign Bvitisli Government will give th<‘ matter that attentiou 
whic.h the uidlinrhiug loyalty of my Iltjuse, L venture to hojic, deserver.. 


illakaraja of Benares^ 




APPENDICES. 


(I.) 

IN THE num COURT OF JUDCOATURE POE THE 
N( )ETII- WESTERN PRO VI N CES. 

CiTminal Side. 

APPlOljfj'VTJj] JlJJilSDIC'rlON. 

Dated, Allahabad. Ikr 2[)/h ScpteiribGr, 1877. 

PkE.SEXT : 

Tlie Hoii’ble C, A. Tixrpor, Jiulo’o. 

Crown nM'ivuA’ J^luxgiraUii, 

Jokliiuj, 

Ajodliia, 

Ealjare, 

iMusai* 

(iliar^'ei tirulei* KeutioLi 117 ot‘ lilie Indian Poual ihdii uud .soiiLtMiced by 
A. jVIiicMillan, Esq., Divisional Ala^istnite of Mirzapui', o*n 27tli of Jime 
1877, U three months’ rigorous imprisonmeub eaeh, which .sentence has been 
upheld on appeal by the Sessions Judge of Mivzapar on the 14th of Jaly 
1877. 

By the OourL 

It appears that for many years past cesses have been claimed on all 
articles brought into the Kasba Xai Bazar .situate in Bhalohi^ ^ jX^dr of 
His Highness the Maharaja of Benares^ and forming part of what are known 
as the Family Domains. 

There is no distinct ev^ideuce to show when these cesses were o-riginally 
taken. Tlie Bazar, it is said, was founded by Maharaja Balwanb 8ingh, who 
died in 1770 and it may be presumed that the cesses were c.olleeteil from the 
date of the establishmt^iit of the Bazar. 

There is no question that of late years payment of these ee.sses has - 
been resisted- Bhagwan Dass, ou whose behalf the petitioners were acting, 
and who is now the lessee, made a complaint to the Superintendent, Family 
Domains, that the cess on gur was levied not only as a toll on goods brought 
into the market (or .sale but also as an octroi, and. his complaint was dis- 
misserl, the Superintendent recording that the right to collect the dues iiad 
been judicially recognised on the 13th March 1862. Bhagwan Dass thea 
petitioned the Grovernment, North-Western Province''-, who referred the 
petition to the Commissioner of Benares for disposal. 'Diab Officer consi-* 
dered no orders necessary. 

Bhagwan Dass took lease of the dues, and in their aLternpb to enforce 
payment of them, the petitioners, who are his aervauts, have bee-u convicted 
of riot* 

The Magistrate, Mr, MacMillan, has entered on a full cliscimirion of the" 
law resorting to the imposition of dues in the Province of Benares, but I 
think he has omitted to appreciate the position of the Maharaja as the 
jagirdar of Bhadohi, and the circumstance that Bhadohi, is nob a part^of 
territory subject to the Heneral Acts and Regiilatlous- 



ill to me? (‘CM'ijiiiuly iie<‘C‘‘NSiit'y fov ilio ViiHcliiy of wliicU 

may be payable to tlio Maliaraja. j^s that they slioiild be oateied in 

the sei.tleiiieut record- The MalLarajn aiipears to and in tlie ]daeo of tlie 
GoveriiBUMd, aud the Hettlement vecoid i*. infceiidod to rej^ulate the rij^ht^ 
of the sen eial membefs of the villni>e couiiinuiLty and the rights of tlu'* 
zemiudai'. and their tenants bub li could noi atfecit the rights of tlie (hown 
to levy dues. Again if the daet> liave, as is asserted on the part of I lie 
Maharaja, subsisted from before hrltbsh rule, 1 do not see that there is any 
Regiilatiou applicablo to the Family Domains by which they are reiidei (h 1 
illegal. 

The Mai laraja iu the administration of his Family Domains is io he 
governed by the spirit of the Eegulatious but the regulations do not dejmvr 
the Giovernment of clues whi^-U have long been cubtoinarily payable, and i\) 
so far as the dues claimed are market tolls Ihey are dues of which even no\y 
the (jrovernuKMit reasonably sanctions the collectious to reimliiir^e thC 
founder of a market for his o allay. 

However I do not feel bound in tin- cnsi‘ (o determine whchher (In* diu^s 
could be lawfully levied. 

Tlie IMalmraja is no party to the^e ])i oceedings ; the (jiiestion is one of 
civil jiu’isdiction, which jurisdiction this llourt does not possess in the 
Family Domains, audit arhe^ only incLdenlally in these proceedings. Tlie 
r|U6stious raisetl can, and 1 venture to submit should, be clearly determined by 
the Cfovernmenh 

TUci found Ihat^ the dues could legally be 

collected, the petitioaerf^ utjed more violence thau was necessary for enfove*- 
ing them. Indeed the evidence seems to show fif it be believed) that 
before tlie ow]ier'’s agents actually endeavoured to carry in the goods and 
were merely remonstrating at their detention they were assaulted by 
petitioners I therefore affirm tlie convietioo, but £ tliink one month’s rigor- 
ous imprisonment sufficient, and redin'e the seiibeuee accordingly. 


(II.) 

Trd'iislvition of th<i granted to Haja Chet Hsi^igh, for the ^amin- 

dari of Ghas/ipw^ Ben(t^es, eto*^ Jbth April 1776, 

Be it known to the Mutsaddis in office, present and to come, kannngoe^j 
mukkaddams, ryots, cultivators, to all the inhabitants and people resident 
and belonging to iSircar Benares, G-hazipur, and Chunar, in the Suba of 
Allahabad, that whereas? by virtue of a treaty wil^h the IS’awab Ausiif-ud- 
Dowlah concluded on the 20fch of Rabi-ui-Awwal, 1189 Hejira, or 21st of May 
1 775, the G-overnment and Sovereignty of the Sircars above mentioned 
been ceded to the Honourable East India Company, from the 4th of .Tamadi- 
nl-Awwalll89 Hejira or dth July ]77o;tlie said East India Company, 
therefore, pursuant to the rights thereby obtained, do confirm imto Raja 
Chet Singh, the zamiudari, Aumini and baujdari of the said Sircars, agree- 
tibly' to the Zimmun, together with the kotwalis of Jaunpiir and Benares and 
bhe JIIBinb of Benares, fx*c>m the said date. Whatever gold and silver shall 
becoiiaed in the Mint, the said Raja shall coin conformably to liia ‘mncbalka.’ 
tte,is ndft to in the smallest particular remiss in the observation and 
of the i^evetal duties incumheut on him. He is to behave with 
ryots and people ; to promote the eultivatiou 
^ prod Lice of the lands j expelling thieves 

Wild rabBers ; atid ao esffectaaUy punishing the diatnrbei's 
*' 'hb-^'face of them may be seen, and he is to pay a tribute 

lit* '«i 1 1 ( j ' 1 ’ I '* 

Hfny.hA -I *' "/ 
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of 23^1:0,24 9 Beiiama Miuililiclar riix^oes or 22,r)6^1S0 CalcuLla Siccafi annually 
to Uie Company^ l.rGagiirera. Should he receive ordera to pay the above 
revenue at Benares he sliall, in that case, pay the suin of 23,40,249 Benares 
JWachlidar rupees, each rupee to weigh ten umssa and to contain two rabtis 
and two cUawals of allo^'', and no moie; should the weight be less or tlie 
alloy more, he shall make up the dehcieucy. Whenever the money shall 
not be wanted at Benares, he ib to remit the annual amount of 22,36,180 
■sicca rupees punctually, agreeably to ^ kisbs,’ by monthly payment at 
‘Calcutta; in conaideratiou of which he shall be allowed a deduction of 
two per cent., amounting in all to Sicca rupees 44,431-14-5 account" 
Hiudwani, which being deducted, the neb amount is 22, 2 1, '745-1-15 
Sicca rupees of Calcntta which he is to pay ab that place, Afber the 
settlement of aocounbs at the end of the year, he shall, in the 
.customary manner, receive credit for his payments. And he is by no 
means to collect prohibibed Abwab of the Burgah of His Majesty. 
This Sanad being granted is to remain in force. Yon, the Mntsaddis and 
jjjersoua abov^e-meutioned, are to regard the said Raja as Lriil}’’ and lawfully' 
possessed of zamindari, Amiui, and Faiijdari of the above Sircars ; and to 
lacknowledge his authority in the seveial acts appertaining thereunto. 
Know tliat we have issued the most strict and positive commands, and obey 
(them accordingly^ 

Written on the 25th of Suffer, l7th Sun, or l5Lh April L7'7C,. 

Signed by the Gfovernor-Greneral and Council. 

THE ZIMMUIST. 

The office of the zamindari of Sircar Benarea, Ghazipur, Chunar, the 
Kobwali, the duties of the Mint in the Suba of Allahabad, have been con- 
ferred upon the great Chief Raja Chet Singh Bahadur ; also the Amini and 
f aujdari. 

Ma/ials 19^ viz : — 

Sircar Benares, Ghunar, S'ircar Ghazipm, Mahals of Jaariipiir, compre- 
hending mal and duties, Haveli Mahrandabad, Benares; the Labs D auras, 
or for supplying clothing to the King ; pargana Bhadri ; the taluk of Suk- 
ramrao in Chandra ; Suktesgar, Bidjepur, Sikandarpur, Thireed ; Sha(5yabad, 
tap pa Saringa ; the kobwali and duties of Benares, free ; litto ditto of 
Jannpur, ditto ; the mahal of the Mint of Benares, ditto ; the Benares 
Mukimi, or brokerage; the Snngwazini; or stone weighing of Benares, and 
jbhe pthci^ tnahals; Yatesaundhi, or office of Mutesanb of Benarea- 


(III.) 

Patt(X granted to Chet Sivgh. 

This Patta, containing the under- written stipulations, is granted unto 
Raja Chet Singh Bahadur : — - 

Sircar Benarea, GbazipUr, Chunar, and the Mahals of Sircar Jannpur, 
comprehending the mal and duties, Haveli Mabmudabad, Benares, the 
Khansdam.3 in pargana Bhadohi ; taluk of Sankaramrao, in pargana Chunara ; 
Suktisghar, Bijaipm, Sircar Ghazipur, pargana Sikandarpur, Kharrid, 
Shadyabad, Pabna, Sirkunjea, including the kotwali duties of Jannpur and 
Benares ; the Mint of Benares i the mukimi, yatisaub, and stone weighing, 
both mal and duties ; and the Diwani dastur excepting the nankar of halt 
the jagiri df iShadohii the exempted jagiri ayma, which have been inserted 
for a length of titue in the acoonUts as deductions ; all the articles of the 
Tahud are settled upon you from the ibh Jamadf^ul-Awwal, 1189 Hejira^ or 
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the 1th Jul/ li7T,5 Kn^Iisli, at a <^Lipnlat^ol) per aiimnti of 113,40,2 19' Mach lid ar 
IRonarGs nipee«, noi fehori of iho woipfiit of ten nias.^a each, and not confain-- 
iiig a g] pater porLinn of alloy than two raltis aud bwo berhigi'^, agroeabk^ 

I o your Tnnchalka and kabuliat. TJiin ‘^iiin yoa will therefore pay. JiuL 
i-liould it not stiit the Gouveiiieiice of the Company to receive it at i^enare'^y 
yon are to pay it at Calcutta lu Sicca riijiees of Calculta, arnoiuitiug in 
specie to Sic(a rupees. The araouulM of the huudian oi' exchange 

allowed you at the rate of 2 per cent is Bs* 44,434-14-5, which being deduct- 
ed the net sum will be 22,21,745-1-15 Sicca rupees of Calcutta. Thitf yon 
are to pay without the least deduction or depreciation whatev'er. in the course- 
of -t^ach year, by montbly payment, agieeably to your separate ki-tbaudi. 
This you are to ])aY without any allowance Cor Sebandi. You will remit the 
money to Calcutta, without fail, co-nforinably to the said ki>stbandi. 

(IV.) 

K'lhuliat or Agreemient e^ccnlad hy Raja CJuH Singh for the minindari 

of Benaiy'^^ e/c. 

Whereas a treaty has been canclinled between 1/bc Bngli^h East India 
Company and the Navvab Asnr-nd-Dowla Oliia Onwn Ealuulurj jrnKzubbor 
Jung, Nazim aC the Saha of Allahabad, under date Ihe 2l)lh of Uabi-nl-' 
Awwal, 1189’ Hejira, or tlie 2Ht of Mav 17 Jo Christian, whereby ilio 
s’overeignty of the, Sircar ITenares, Ghazipur, Cbunara, etc., Iia(h been coded 
to the 'English Tiidja, Co mg an v from the 4th nf Jamadl-nl-Awwalj 118,9' 
Hejira or the 4 ill July 177 r5 Clnistian, and the Company having granted 
zamindari, the Ainini and the Fanjdari of the aforesaid Sircar, together 
with th<^ kot\vftU of Benares and Janripiir, eto^ and the IMinb of EonareSj nnto 
mo from tphe above date, I do hereby vnluutarily consent and* agree, under my 
hand, that whatever coins tdiall be struck in Hie .^aid Vlint shall be conform- 
able to a pop aval e obligation ^ which I have executed imder date the 25th 
of Zilbijja, in. the 17th year of the reign,- and delivered to the Government 
for the Company. 

It shall be my duty to do everything that may he needful and useful 
for the interest and ‘security of the country ; provide for the w^elfare of the 
inhabitants; to be attentive to the increas'e of cultivation and improvement 
of the revenues ; to use my endeavours in. such manner to expel robbers 
ami' as^'assins, and to punish offenders of every kind, that not a trace 
of them may be left. And I will pay the annual revenue of Govern-^ 
•meat,. being at Benares Machlirlar rupees of Benares 23,40,249, each rupee 
to weigh no less than ten maAsa, and to contain no more alloy 1han 2 
retbis and tw^o chawals; any cl ehei on cy of this standard to be made good. 
If the Guverument shall not have occasion to receivs the same at Benaro-^, 
"T will in a-uch case pay it at Calcutta annually, by monthly paymentp,, 
ac fording to kistbandi and com form ahly to tlie tufuteel zile or particulars 
iv tb^ tnangin, the sum being Calcutta Sicca rnpee.^ 22, 6G,h80, including 
na2f»,aua, etc,, but deducting on account of huudian or exchange a premiuia' 
' of 2 per Qont.,^ which premium of 2* per cent, upon the whole .sum beings 
. fUeca „.rppee0 44^434^-14-5, I will accordingly deduct for remitting the'- 
■ye^tt^niler the Company ’siTreauiry at Calautta sothataBerthededuc- 
ofiexohaugO’I shall pay net and without farther deduclioa into the- 
Qalcutta tj;ie suim of Oalcafcba> Sicca rupees 22,21,715-1-15 at 
of each year ; after payment of the same and observing thecon- 
I shall receive a release or discharge in full, whetefo»a0 
Ifhie Agrecmeiut to he adhered to accordingly. 
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liii I'tio ia:u'!|iii F,>ll()vvs u, lisl oC nioiilihly inslalmeuts. Signed by tbe 
(tf till' liajn.. 

Dull'd l!5l,h SidFVr, I'TLU Smi, conespondliig witli tlie l5tli April /6 
' '111 islduii. 

Tiaii'^liilioii of Rti ja Cbefc Siugli’s Agrecnaont relatiii’e t/O the duties. 

Ayiu'iTus the dnlies of the sayeis dexrendent on me have been fixed 
and deeronl in the presence of the Governor at the following rates, 
which are to be taken fiom the KngU''h and Indostan merchants, without 
<li‘-tiiU'Uon ; for this cause I give iu writing that I will demand no mord, 
nor will consent lo an exemption in favour of any man, excepting broad- 
• hilh, and lead and coxiper ]nircUasiHl at the Company, which shall be 
accomxiiiuii'd I'y a letter from the Govewnorjou these I will consider 
I lii> dniie- as eX('U''ed and (lis’eontiunod, nor in any respect iuterraxot or 
nn|K'dii I heni. 


(V.) 

A'luind hi /I’oja .Ifi/np iVoraia IhtlmiUr for Lha ZamiiuUn of Benares, 
t}hizi>\>n.r, Chnvar, if-c- 

lie it known to tlie MutsaddlH in olllee p''esent -and to come, kannngo'!, 
ouikadduins and inmple, resident in anil helongltig to Sircar Benares, Ghazi- 

piir anl Clinnar, in tlieSnhaof AUalnibad, that the Governor-General and 
K’ouneilof the I'niviuces of Bengal, liehar amlOrrissa, acting on the part 
<d‘ (he lloiioiirahle East India Company of England, have in virtue of the 
j, iweisvested ill ( hem, mid of the right obtained to them, by a Treaty 
cniK hided with llie Nawah A^at-ud-Dowla on the 20hh Eabi-iil-Awal, 1189 
Jtiiri, or iGst May 1775, in which the sovereignty of the Sircars ahove- 

minitioiied, was ceded to them Iroin the 4th Jamadi-nl-Awal 1180 Ilijn, or 

-iGi .luly I77'h aiix>niiited Raja Maliip Naiam to the Zamindari of the 

sail! Si'reav and lo the Araini and Fanjdari of the towns and places of tire 

Mime, imrceable to the Ziinmiin, except Ihe Adalat and Faujdari of the town 
(d Ih'iiaies, tlie powers of the said Raja in that town extending only o e 
millei'tioii of its reveiiuiJ and to the appointment of officers acting under his 
mil Imi'ity for that purpose. The said R -ja is appointed also to the Kotwali _ 

tfc in not to he in the srriallcbt instance remiss in the observation and 

.xeeulionofthe several duties incumbciit on him, he m to behave with 
hindue.s and moderalioii to the ryots and people of the aamindaii, be is to 

nl.alntauts, he is in all places under lih authority to expel thieves, nightly 
■1 Matters, murderers, and all evU-dmn and so effectually paaish the d.stur- 
U . (10 ncaee, that .mne .shall remain. Thus shall the honour and credit 

■ V Dw/ Iiidia Cimpaiy be sbie.igLlietied, and with them his own. He 

M the Fast Iiiilm f ^^tences whatsoever within the 

u : .'1 o?;Z for’any pnrpose whatsoever without the order or permis- 

1 1 forees aod erecting and maintaining foriressrt aie 

Thel'OW" or apxhirteuances of the sovereign «tate, and 

ftlwayMOUHirliwl as royal . ] the assistance of troops 

will not lie e.xeroisecl by him aooo d g y , revenues, or to maintain 
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lu cousiclemtion of the granb thus made to the said Raja Mahip Naiaiu 
of the said zamindari, which is graated to him in ppvpetuiby, wlulo on lii’^ 
part he shall duly fnlhl the conditions of it, he is also to pay yeaily ai 
Benares unto the said East India Company or any person appointed by li 
representatives to secure the same, the fixed sum of forty lakhs of Benaies 
8icca rupees of full weight and standard, and the said sum of forty lakhs of 
Senarea Siooa rupees is to bo paid as aforesaid in the monthly kist, herein- 
after mentioned* but as the rebellious conduct of the late zamindar of this 
country may in its consequences have been productive of devastations, the 
Oovernor-Greneral and Council have been pleased to deduct on this account 
from the revenue of the present year, 1189 Fasli, the sum of six lakhs sixty- 
six tliousand six hundred and eixby-six Benaies Sicca rupees ten annas and 
ten gandas, such deduction leaving the amount payable to the Compaiiy 
for the present year ihirty-fchree lakhs thirty-three thousand three hundiodi 
and thirty-three Benares Sicca rupees five annas and ten gandas, which I'l 
to be paid in the following months and according to the proportions fixed 
opposite to each of them : — 






a. 

P* 

In Assin 

F ^ * 

... 

10,000 

0 

0 

5 , Katik 

1 ■■ ■ 

. 

15,000 

0 

fl 

,, Aghan 

J 

... 

2,78,000 

0 

0 

„ Pus 


.. 

2,78,000 

0 

0 

„ Magh 


... 

2,78,000 

0 

0 

„ Fhagun 


. . . 

2,73,000 

0 

0 

,, Chait 


... 

2,78,000 

0 

0 

„ Baisakh 


.... 

2^78,000 

0 

0 

Jeth 

... 


2,78,000 

0 

0 

„ Asarh 

... 

... 

2,78,000 

0 

0 

Sawan 

» « . 


2,78,000 

0 

0 

, 3 . Bhadon, which is the end of the 

year 

8,06,333 

5 

10 

Total for the year 1189, 

Benares 

Sicca 

33,33,333 

5 

10 


The said Raja Mahip Narain is also to pay the Sircar whatever 
balance he shall' be able to collect of the late Raja’s administration for 
Lhe year 1188, with respect to the year 1190 Fasli, .a ad to all future yeais 
tus revenue is to be paid in the following mionthliy instalments : — 




Rs. 

a. 

p- 

In Abih 

4 - « ■ 

2,90,000 

0 

0 

jy Rabik 


^ 2,90,000 

0 

0 

,4 Aghan 


2,90,000 

0 

0 

„ Pus 


2,90,000 

0 

0 

„ MagR 


2,90,000 

0 

0 

„ Phagun 


2,90,000 

0 

0 

Chart «•» 


2,90,000 

0 

0 

„ Baiaakh 


2^90,000 

0 

0 

yy Jeth 

• 

2^90,000 

0 

0 

„ Asarh 

^ \m 

2,90,000 

0 

0 



2,90,^000 

0 

0 

Blifeddn, which is the end of 

the year 

8,10,000 

0 

0 

Tota|l for the year 1190, Oiud all future years 

-^0,00,000 

0 

0 

an<J tUi3 atiQount aa well aa the 
Sicca rupees 

aum 6f 

33,33,333 

5 

10 



year 1189 is to duly and regularly discharged without any 
ei0e|)t|ug th^ a am t^Uawed to hiiq, 9 ,ii annu^d 
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coinpenhatiou for t-lie loss oi ilio ■[)i()liis ileri\<*(l by Llu" i’ouiier Ilaja Irom 
Llie MiiiL of Eenaves, ilie hasinoss ol tliaf olUeo to be pUieerl in other 

hands, and tho sum allowed a*, an annual compcnisalion for the los.s of the 
profits whicdi lie would Jiave received liad the juaiiageinent of the busiuejSs 
of the Aflalats, Kotvvali, and tlif‘ colltHdioii of tlio duties called N’ihas and 
Kimav Coima hr the said town been letb to him as it was to Chet Siush. 
These sums are to be deducted from the annual amount of his malguzari, 
and shall be conformable to tlie average receipt of the late Ilaja on their 
account for the last hve years, certain bavin g- been granted by 

Government, to persons whose names are recited in the Rajah ‘ kistbandi ’ 
of this date, and certain charity allowances given to the * rozinadars,^ etc., 
as recited in the same, tlie Raja is to be careful that the order of the 
Gfoverninent be punctually and strictly attended to, lie is to he heedful 
aRo by uo means to collect the prohibited Abwab of tlie Duvgah of His 
Majesty, 

The engagements stipulated in this Hanad havivig been duly fallillecl, 
tlie Raja shall in the customary manner receive credit for his paymeuty, and 
in addition to the receipts given monthly for his moutlily tnalguzari by 
the person authorised to receive it on account of the Company farigh-khati 
or general discharge shall be given him at the end of each year, when due, 
by tbe Grovernor-G-eueral and Council, 

This Sxnad being granted is to remain in full force. You, the Miitsaddis 
and persons above meat loo eel, are to regard Raja Mahip Navaiu as truly 
and lawfully possessed of the zamindari, Aumiiii aud Faujdari of the above 
ISircai* iu the manuer and to the extent recited in it, and to acknowledge 
his authority in the several acts appertaiuiag thereunto. Know that I, 
■Warren Hastings, Goveruor-Gfeneral, in the name, and with the powers of 
the Goveruor-Greueral and Council, who are the Company’s representatives, 
have here issued the most strict and positive commands and obey them 
n.ccordingly. 

Written on the 14tb September 1781, answering to the l.st of Asiu, 
1189 FaAi. 

(Sd.) WARREIN HASTIN&S. 

, (Sd.) E. HAY. 

)Sub-Secretavy to the Honourable Governor-Gfeneral and Council. 

THE ZIMMUN. 

The office of the zamindari of Sircar ileuares, Gfhazipur and Chtiiiar, 
the Kobwali of Jaunpur, Uie duties aud the Anmini and Faujdari within the 
limits of the said zamindari in the Subah of Allahabad, excepting the 
Adalab aod Faujdari of the town of Benares, have been conferred upon the 
great Chief Raja hlahip Naraiii Singh Bahadur. 

MAHAHS 18, 

Sircar Benares. 

Sircar Chunar. 

Sircar Ghazipur, 

The tnahals of Sircar Jaunpur, comprehending both < mal ’ and ‘ sayer.^ 

Haveli Mahmudabad, Benare-s. 

Tbe Mahals of the Mulbus Khas. 

The pargana BhadoMp 

The taluka Sungra Mow dependent on the pargana of Chandah. 

Suktisghnt-. 



(Jaiiti, otherwise called Bijepoie- 
rteauudcrpore. 

Klierifl. 

Shady abaci. 

Tuppe Sereiicha. 

The Mokkem of Beuares. 

The Yettismab or officer "^^^MuUussui of Beuare^, 

The Sangwazmi or Weighing of Benares aud the other maUals- 

(Sd.) W. HASTING-S. 


(VI.) 

FiiLLvb r/rcmted to Jlaja Mahip Narain Bahadur^ of Bentives, I4th 

ScvtembG7\ 17Si. 

Whereas the Sivcavs oC Benares and Chuuar a\id the Malials oL the 
Sircar of Jawenpuv, both inaL and sayer and Uaveli Malimndabad, Benar es^ 
and Daiims of Lhe Malbua Khas and the pargaiia Bhadohi, and the taluk 
of Saugramao dependent on the pavgaua of Chanda and Suktisgurh, and 
the pargana Onutit, called Bidjeypuv, and the Sircar of G-liajaipur, and the 
pargaaa Sikaadarpur, and Kherid and Shadyabad and Tuppi Seriucliaj 
with the mal and sayer and kotwalj of Jairenpur and the .Violdme and 
Yettisaab and sanguziiii of Beuares, both inal and sayer, wiLh the dastur 
Diwani, besides half of the jagir of the pargana Bhadohi, etc., and the 
inuafi to the Kozinadara, and other expenses of the Ilusaburinhayi, conform- 
able to your kabuliab, have been granted to you from the beginning of the 
month of Again, 1189 Basil, answering to the Idth September 1781, at the 
agreement of 40 lakhs of Sicca rupees, struck in the town of Beuares, as a 
fixed and x^erpefcual sum, wibhoat alteration, for every year, and from that 
amount the sum of Es. 6,66,666-10-10 (six lakhs sixty-six thousand six 
hundred and sixty -six Sicca rupees ten annas aTid ten gandas) foi" this year 
which is 1189 Fasli, on account of devastation, etc., iu the two months of 
disk urban cea, haying been remitted, the remaining account of the mal wajib 
malguzari of the Sicca being ."IS, 33, 333-5-10 (thirty-chree lakhs tliirty-thiee 
" thousand three hundred and thirty-three rupees five annas and ten gandas) 
of Benares Sicca coin, of due standard and weight, agreeably to the separate 
kistbaudi and kabuUat which yon have written and delivered under your 
own seal : you will, month by month, without excuse or delay, and without 
the expense of the Sebundi and other expenses, conformable to the ki«ts 
mentioned in them, pay duly as the khazana to the Sircar, and in the next 
year the fixed and perpetual yearly amount, jama of forty lakhs of Sicca 
rupees, which you have agreed to, and the kistbaudi of which also you have 
: delivered under your own seal into the daftar of Sircar ; confoimably thereto 
you will yearly discharge as the malguzari to the Sircar- By the blessing 
dod, from this Agreement, in no instance, shall there ever be any devia- 
on or failure, 


(VII.) 

^ . ,4 

^ Kwbuliai of Rdja Mahip Narain Bofiadv^^r, l^th SepteTtiber 1718, 

" I, Baja Mahip ^Tatain Bahadur : — 

j Whereas th^ zamiiada?! of the Sircar of Benares and Cluuiar, and the 
hala of the Sircar of Jawenpur, both mal and sayer, and Haveli Mahmu- 
ibadjl fl^eh^tes, and the Daums of the Mnlbus Khas and the pargana 
the tftltit of Sfitogramao, dependent on the pargana of Ohanda, 
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anrl Suktc^^^ghal‘, and Cantii called Eidjeypur, and the Sircar of Ghazipiir 
and the pargaiia of Sikaiidarpur and IChirud of Sbaaduat)acl and Tuppi 
Sei'incha, with the mal and sayer and kotwali of Jawonpnr, and the Mukimi 
and Yetfcij'aab, and Sangwazni of Ben area and the entire inahals, both xtial 
and sayer, with the dasbur divvani of the Saba Allahabad^ be^ide^ the Mahal 
of Kiraghar, of v^^hich the malguzari is appropriated to the Sircar of the 
Nawab Vizir-al-Monialik of Asuf-ud-Do\vlah Bahadur, and the Mahals of 
the jag ins held by the Boziuadar.s, and the expenses agreeably to the 
Hasubminhayi, on acoouut of deductions, has been given in perpetuity to 
ni.e by the Honourable Company at the fixed and perpetual yearly siiiu of 
forty lakhs of Benare& Sicca rupees, of fall weight and standard, J hare 
agreed to it, of my own free and entire will, and of that amount the sum 
of Ks. 6,66,660-10-10 (six lakhs &ixty-six thousand six hundred and sixty- 
six rupees ten annas and ten gandas) having been remitted and deducted on 
account of the devastations, etc., in the two months’ distiirhancea for this 
year 1189 Fasli, I have acknowledged, without hesitation, the remaining 
Sinn of 33,33,333-0-10 (thirty-three lacks thirty-three thousand three 
hundred and thirty -three rupees five auiias and ten gandas) of Benares 
Sicca standard, to be due from me, a-i the Malwajib of the Sircar 
for the said year; and having written and delivered under my seal, npon a 
separate paper, the Idstbandi of it, I engage and deliver in writing to this 
effect, that I will, agreeably to the kistbaudi, month by month, without excuse 
or delay, duly pay the Khazana Aumira of the Sircar in the town of Beuares, 
and at the end of the year I will, take a receipt and discharge the whole. And 
the jama of the next year, 1190 Fasli, having been settled fortheentire sum 
of forty lakhs of Benares Siccas, as the perpetual and fix for every year, that 
I also do inolade in this KabuUat, and engage that I will without excuse 
or delay, agreeably to the kist of the same, discharge, mouth by mouth, 
the Khazana Aumira of the Sircar, and that I will, without fail, pay the 
money of the Eozinadars, etc., conformably to the Husub Miahayi and 
take a receipt for it, and that employing myself in the duties and affairs of 
my zamiudari, I will not neglect or be deficient in any one point of diligencre 
and care, but I will behave with the greatest attention to ryots and to all 
people, of every rank; and I will exert my utmost abilities in the cultiva- 
tion and population of the country, and the increase of the revenues, so that 
it may improve daily ; and I will act with such vigour in expelling thieves, 
night-robbers, murderers and all evil-doers, that nob one of them shall" 
remain within my zamindari, and that no crimes and offences shall be heard 
of. I have, therefore, delivered these few Hues in the nature of kabuliat, 
that it may be made use^of when necessary. 

Dated the 1st of Assin, 1189 Fasli, answering to the I4fch SSepbember, 
1781. 


(VIIL) 

^anad granted to 'Raja Udit Narain Singh Bahadior- 

Be it known to the Mutsaddis in office, present and to come, ehou- 
dharis, kanungos, mukaddams, cultivators, ryots and residents of Sircars 
Benares, Chunar, Jauupur and Grhazipur, etc., in the Suha of Allahabad : 

“Whereas the zamindari of the Sii’cars of Benares, etc., had, after J:he 
expulsion of liaja Chet Singh, been assigned by the Company’s G-overument 
to Baja Mahip Harain Singh Bahaiur, who from that date appears to have 
acted strictly in accordance with the terms laid down in the Agreement, 
dated 27th October 1794, corresponding with 2nd Rabi-uhSaui, 1202 Fasli, 
which had been entered into between him and the Hon’ble Jonathan 
Duncam Chief Officer at Benares, under sanction of His Excellency the 
Governor-Gl'eneral and given satisfaction in the management offfiis zamindari. 



u 


le liavuA^ loiLely died, (jlioreiove \\\ eouMtlevaUou ol l.lie jiisL vij>l\U of hi'^ 
on, Uaja Udifc Ntiram Siu^li ilu* Jsaninnlci/i i of Uio ai) )Vt', loi'ethoi* 

abU the jagii ma lull '1 ami altuinglia, etc-, belooi’iug lo him have been, 
Hth. the bame privileges aiicl vigtit'! a^) enjoyed by liis father Ktija Malup 
^aiain Singli, deceased, coahruied niilo him iiom the kharif, 12{)h F.b., by 
jbo Company’s Groveiunmenfc, tlie niutsaddis, etc., should there foie 

consider tlie said liaja as permanent zamiudai of the Sxt ears, etc., alluded 
to, and .shall obey such of bis orders as may be favourable to the inUnest of 
Government, and at the same time ad\autageous to the ryots, and you shall 
not let-juize from him a neiv Sanad every yeai, and tlje Itaja will be boa)id 
to comply with the stijnxlation specified iu the above Agreement and to 
exert himself ia aecordauce with those teims iu the inanageinenfc of liis 
zaminclari so that we shall lieav good accounts of Ijis management. 

Be careful to carry the above orders into execution. Written on (.lie 
3()th .September 179(1, or 17tli Asin iao:i Fasli, 

Tiu(' Translation. 

(S(h) W. DlTTJIOJT, 

DepiUy SfbpeviuLem.U'ibt, Finnncial Deparf nianL 


(IX.) 

Bawd gmniod io Baja Iskri Fra^a 1 Narain Bahadur. 

Be it (mown to the mutsaddis in office, present and to come, clioudharis, 
kaviiiugod, mukaddams, cultivators, ryots and residents of Sircars Benares, 
Chuuav, Jauupur and Ghazipar, etc,, iu the Saba of Allahabad: 

Whereas the zamiudari of the Sircars of Benares, etc., had after the 
ex;palsiou of Kaja Chet Siugh been assigned by tire Company’s Government 
to Baja Mahip Narain Singh Bahadur, wlio fioin that date would appear to 
have acted strictly in accordance with the terms laid down iu the Agieemeat, 
dated 27th October 1791, covrespondiiig witli 2nd Kabi-us-Sani, 1202 Fasli, 
which had been entered into between him and the Hou’ble Jonathan Bmicau, 
Chief Officer at Benares, under sauctiou of His Excellency the Governor- 
General and given satisfaction in the management of his zamiudari. After his 
death Raja del it Naiaiii ^^ingh Bahadur, his sou, confirmed in the 
zamindari under a Sanacl, dated Slbh September 1796, outhe same terms as 
were entered into by his father, who also gave sabLsfactioa and gained the 
favour of Governmeut, He having lately died, therefore in consideration of 
the just rights of his adopted son, Raja Ishri Prasad Narain Singh 
Bahadur, the zamindari of the above SircaiJi, together with the jagir mahaLs 
and altamgha, cLc., belonging to him have beeiijAwith the same privileges 
and rights as enjoyed by his father, Raja Udifc Harain .Singh, deceased, 
granted unto him from kharif, 1212 F'asli, by the Company’s Government. 

You, the Mutsaddis, etc,, shoald, therefore, consider the said Raja as 
permanent zemindar of the Sircars, etc., above mentioned, and shall obey 
stioh of his orders as, may be favourable to the interests of Government, and 
the same time advantageous to the vyot^, aud you should not require from 
a Uew* Sauad every year, and the Raja will be bound to comply with 
the'^tipulactibua specified in the above Agreement aud to exert himself iu 
wK^h those terms in the management of hi's zamindari, ho that 
^ iaTh^lbhjeay good acepunts of his management. Be careful to carry the 
j orders into execution. 

the i?9bh July 1833j oorre-’ ponding with 2ad Babi-us-Sani, 
19, tK Sawalp, 124^ ]Fasli* 

' , True Translation, 

1 (Sa.) W. DUTHOIT, 

Depibt^ Bup^H'^i^^dentyFinaw^^ Department, 

^ ^ ^ ^ i; 
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(X) 

Translation of an Agreorfiant entevad into betioeen the Rnja of Benarest 
071 the 07ie partj and the Rosiidem at Jlis Goart, on ih^ 

par/ if the British Oover'nmeni on the 

The Governoi-Geueiahbeiiig atj tliiss iimo fleairoubto iuifoduce, with tli^e 
coil sen L of Raja Mahip Naiaiu, the /ainiudaij iato the zila of Beuares, for 
the aclvautage thereof, the haine system and rales for the admiaxatratioa 
of jastice, and for the eonceras of levenue, ag was lu 1793 esfcahUshed 
within the provinties of Bengal, Behar and Otissa, during the government 
of Marquis GornwaUis, and the said Raja having, after consideration 
of the said circumstance b, agreed to and approved thereof, so that 
from the beginning of 1202 Fasli the administration of jrisbicej 
which has hitherto remained in the hands of natives, shall be con- 
ducted by English gentlemen, and that there shall also be separately 
appointed a Collector (being in like manner a British subject) for the renliga- 
Lion of the revenue whilst the duties of the Court of A^ipeal are to be conduct- 
ed under .dmilar logiilations ai are jjrovided to that effect in Bengal; and 
for as much as tlie support of all these' e^itablishraentg will occasion to the 
Honourable Company’s G-oveiument an iuoroase^ of expe^iise, at the same lime, 
under the operation ot the Permanent fSetllemorit coneduded in 1197, the 
resources from the di&trict bears also, under the favour of the Almighty, a 
prospect of increase, therefore, with a view to provide for the aaid charges, 
wliic’h aie solely to be incarred for the prosperity aud advantage of the foqr 
Sircars composing the zila of Benares, the following article-, have, with the 
privity of the Governor-Greneral in Council, been settled and concluded 
between the said Raja and Mr. Duncan, to ho observed and followed iu time 
to come from the introduction of the new e-^tablishmenb of it : 

“1st — Out of the surplus revenue, over and above the foity lakhs ot 
rupees Avhich, including the articles of deducLion, were stipulated to be 
payable by Kaja Mahip Narain, according to the ietimrarj patta which he 
received from the Hon’ble Warren Hasiing.s, Esq., in the year |78X, one laJkh 
of riipeeo per annum irf, without fail, to be reoeivecl from the Mulki Treasury 
by Baja Mahip Narain, exclusive of the jagirs and albamghas that are now 
iu hib possession, and tlie reinaiaing surplus is to be annually expended in 
this district and apphed, under the authority of the Company’s G-overnment, 
towards the charge^ of the civil and judicial establishinents, the support of' 

the new and old Courts, and for the maintenance of the Padgala, or Hindu 
College, and lor repairing the roads and constructing bridges, and promoting 
the cultivatior, etc. 

“ 2»(^.— The revenue befctlemeat made of the laads within the Raj of 
Benaceb, etc., having taken place with the privity and approbation of Raja 
Mahip Narain Singh Bahadur, the pattas, receipts and farig-khatties, or 
acquittances thereof, are passed under the seal aud signature of the said 
Raja to the amils, zamindars and farmers ; aud the daftar in office, aud 
Khazanchi or Treasnrer, ot the said Raja, having always remained for the 
cairying on of the country (i.6., levetme) business, the said signature, seal, 
office and treasurer are to remain in force, and be contimied as usual. 

“.SriZ.— In ease of complaints relative to revenue causes or charity, 
ground, etc., being preferred to the Hnziir (ix., the English G-overjiment) bv" 
any parties residing within the jagir and altamgba, etc., the personal 
and private lands of Raja Mahip Naraiu Singh, the inquiries shall be made in 
like manner as such cases were amicably conduifbed between Mr, Duncan and 
the Raja, that is, that since the gentleman holding the station of Collector 
wjU liave more concern and connection with such matters than the other 
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lejifclemen, fcb.0 lule sliall i>e bliat, wiih tliG piuvifc^y and aMeerLaiinupiiL of (<Uo 
ud OoUeobor (wlio is lo liave legaTtl bo fcho honour and dignity of tlio baid 
Rajx), such caU'^Ob arc Lo be aetfcled through tlie I'hauuel of the said litija, 
or of the officers of the .said Liaja’s ICutcheiy it being ab the vsame 
Lime aiirlerbfcoad and provided that a^. it is a duty iiicumbenh on the Honour- 
able Company’s Grover mu eut to dib tribute aud eunuro the attainment of 
jubtiee to ail the inliabitaat'' of Benareb, should it ao happen that, after 
leferring sueli complaints to the Kaja, or to Mb officers in tiie Kutuhery, the 
content me lit of the partie'^ oomplaining and aggrieved shall not be obtained, 
'the Eajft {.hall, relative to the adjustment of such causes, listen to and 
a:t^)prove of the buggcstn)U and advice of the Collector, in like manner as 
bathlieea practi&od in the time of Mr. Diincan; and it is also iimumbent on 
the '•aid Collector, in aU projmr and just caubes^ to show the utino'-b atlention 
possible to tho Jiaja’s ac com mo elation, and to hold in view the maintcjianco 
of lub honour and dignity, Hindi being entiiely consi'^Lent with tlnj wishes ol 
G-overnment ; and if (whicli God h)rbid) any siudi smb ject hlioulil arise as can- 
not he setilocl between (he said Collector and the Raja ufoiesaul, (he (lecision 
on Huch cayes shall depend on (he Governor-General in Oonucih 

‘^Wherefore this jkrarnauiaU Liatli, with the privity and approbation of 
the Governor-General in Council, been wiittcn and concluded between liaja 
Maliip Naraiu bingh Baliadiii, tlie zamindar of the zila of Beuaros, e(c., and 
Mr. Dnueaii, who is at present in the station of Resident at Benare*^, on tho 
part of the Govoriiment of the English Eaht India Company, dated (he a7th 
October 1794-*’ 

“ iV, ^ — Of tho PBTSinii ongmnl of till' JihovB. jSgreomeiifc, two copioa woi’o tliia (Itiy 
mterclinngetl at tho Company's house* at Beuarea, the one aignod. and aoalod 
by tho Roiideut to reiuaiu with the Raja, andtliB other aigiied flud aottlod 
by fcho Ua]a bo ha sent to tho Q over nor- Gieueral and Coaiiml/' 


(XI.) 

To 

TiTEHoN’Bt.TsSiR.ror[Nr anouE, kmu-., 

Gfovernor-General ir^ CowiciL 

HoNOtTRABLE SiR, 

In ooutuiuation of the subject of the first paragraph of iny address to 
Government, under date the S^nd iuatani, I have the pleamre to enclose a 
-memorandum of such further proceeding'^ as I have held relative to obtain- 
ing the Baja'b assent to the introduction of the new system, rolative to which 
(as on such an occasion may, by the Board, be expected) I have Hcrupulously 
particularised as well the purport of my mes'^age as of the Raja*s answeiv 
with exact attention to the very words of the verloal report delivered to me 
this day by Siikh Lai, his ^Iiiteaddi. 


In reapect to the Rani’s suggestions, relative to the surplus revenue, I 
, ithaR o^^y ^ke present observe that about Rs. 20,000 yearly are applied 
i tux's fund to the maintenance of the Hindu College, whilst other sums 

|ifc have been disbursed under the authority of Governmeub for the 
r6ads and bridges and other public objects of utility to the zamiu- 
tU^re xs still an unappropriated excc^f?. 

■'''y Jvfiiish 

'' " I have the honour to remain, etc.,. 

(Sd.) J. DUNCAN, 

Refiidinfht. 

Raja being himself confined to his hpuse at 
^ the peaideht the subject of the prof^ahl© 

i , tp Shkk liftl (the Raja’s principal Mutsadili 
and dei^ired hlim to probeed fco 




Ramiia^ar bo pi'opohe LL to HieJiaja Wi( h n \ic\v to obtain his ashent, wUenevef 
the Boai'cl hbould resolve in its osi ablishmeut aicoidiiig to their advice 
thereof iu the letter of the 3id Marcli last ; ag to vdiich he (Sukh Lai) said 
fie (‘u ter tai lied Little" or no doubt provided tlie Baja’s hi^natare to pattaa and 
farldiattis and other revenue papers; were allowed to retnairi cur rent aa at 
present which the Resident Iiarl on Ilia part no difficulties of astiuriug the 
couliiuiance of, as tliore can ueiLher evil or inconvenience ro -.all from it. 
Since the Raja’s signature oil these writings, are merely affixed a^. a matter 
of course, after that of the Resident, without any control or interference on 
the pait of the former as fai as rcsi'>prta the granting oi' issuing of such 
deeds. 

On the 2otU July 1791 Sukh Lai reported that he had been with the 
Raja as desired, and had renewed the subject of the iuteuded introduction 
of the now syatem, whereupon the Raja had reinainod for some time silent 
as in icllection, after which he (the Raja) did liLin-.elf propose to in-oceeci 
with Sukh Lai to the Rani, and ask her opinion. They aecordirigly went 
tinther when the Raja explaining to the Rani Gnlab Kunwar, Lus grand- 
mother, l/ho tenor of the Re-.idont’s proposition, she aslced him what lie 
jilrnself tlioai^ht of it, to which the Raja replied that during the six yearn 
4»f tlie proseiiL Rosidenej ho had .scarcely been made sensible of or felt irk- 
Monic diiuiiuitiou. of his author it y, and that ho was now also for agreeing to 
what the Rosideiit had proposed, as thinking likewise the plan in itself a 
good one, wluM'cnpou the Rani «aul it had also her concurrence, and tlius it 
vva‘. on both Lhoiv parts fully a^^veed to, but Sukh Lai adds that as the Raja 
and he weic about to withdraw the Uaui desired him lo notice to the 
Resident that Mr. UasLings having concluded a permanent settlement with 
the Raja, she wai thereon hopeful that the surplus receipts from the 
country might be enjoyed by tlio Raja, and the Resident asking »Sukh Lai 
whether this intimation was as a condition of the other acquiescence, he 
anHWered in the negative, and by explaining that It was merely an observa- 
tion thrown out by the BauL a>. naturally connected with the occasion and 
oil which slie and the Raja would both submit themselves to the judgment 
of the Resident or of G-ovefinment, 

It may be here noticed that as in conversing with Sukh Lai on the 
23rd instant, relative tq the message of which he was then made the bearer 
to the Raja, the Resident slightly intimated the Raja’s being habitually 
afflicted with epilepsy as the one principal cause why our Government had 
been obliged to interpose farther iu the management of the district of 
Benares than otherwise might have happened. Sukh La], on being now 
asked whether lie had mode any mention of this motive in his conversation 
with the Raja, answers that he did not, for that he had no occasion* and 
thought it better avoided. 

(Sd.) /. DUNCAhl, 

Heaidentm 


(XII.) 

The Constitution framed by Warren Hastings for the Government 

of Benares. 

Hirst. Thai the Kaja be declared the principal in all otSaial acta of tlie 

province ; that he shall sit as often as he chooses in the ‘ Kufcchery ; ’ that on ■ 
auoh occasions, all accounts and reports, and -other official basineas shall 
receive his inspection, and hiS hatne, seal, and signature shall be used fot* 
the » ntbedticabion o£ all orders and instrnnienta to which, by the cpstom 
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i>r i,h(Mv (laho« all surh application':? male toliiin, aurl all official acfc.q 
done by luia m co.isetjaoiico, avid ^liaU trails luiii -tlxe Hamc every three 
mnnths to tlio Ijuard (Llie Supremo Coiuicil) in Calcutta, 

iSioilh. — That tlie Kaja and his Naib pliall establish a ‘^kutchery ’ or 
of treasury, for the amdanny, or curreiifc, receipts of revenue 5 and. 
Mr, Fowke and the Amin shall apxjoiut a ^Muth-addi’ jointly j, or one ou the 
X)arfc ol each, who shall sit in the said kutchery and keex> ^ sepiarate copy, ov 
cox>ies of the accounts of the daily r-eccipts and disbursetuents. 

Seventh, — That after x>ayment of the stijpulated kista/ or monthly sutns 
due to the Coin7^aiiy, according to the fixed agree meut with the Eaja, and 
necessary ynovisian made for the allowances of officers and current ex^ienses 
of tlie collections, the surplus shall bo appropriated to the x>rivate exx^euses 
ol l.lin Kaja, ami as a fund for tbo extraordinary px]icuseH oC the zomiudari 
micli as tiiiccavi, the repairs of forts and pools, or dykes, bridge's^ and other 
fi‘JHcH’g(Mit occasions/’ 


l\rj!JJ\fOJRAN‘DUj\l of Statements made by His Excellency Lord North- 
hv{ml\ Viceroy and Governor- Ooneral of India^ at an ^ntGrvie^a 
mUh his JliyliUG^s the Maharaja 0 / Be7Lares on the subject of his 
Memorial to the Gove7mment of India^ dated the of November 
1876 

Pr cs(Mit, besides hivS LoiTl.ship? aud the Maharaja, E.aja Shiva Persliad, 
C,S,I,, and T. H. Thoiiiton, Officiating Foroigji Secretary. 

liaja Shiva Pershad having' ex^dained the objects of His Highness' 

Memorial, II is Excolleucy observed as follows : — 

■ 

There are two main que^itious raised in Ills Highnesb* Alemorial — 

"What is Ilia HlghnoHs’ pobitioul 

« 

SoGondly — Was it right to include his Family Domains in the Schedules * 
reJhrrcd to iu Acts XI V* and XV of 18 74 ? 

With regard to tho first question, the G-ovemmenb of India are well aware 
of the terms of the AgreomJ-nt of A. P, 170-1, and are also well aware of the 
provision of Pcgalation YII of 1828; they are not prepared to rescind 
Keg 111 a tlio 11 Ytl of 182H or to re-open or to re-discuss matters which are 
covered by its xprovisiona. 

The G*overnmcut of India do not consider that Ilia Highness is simply 
an iuiluontial zejuindar to whom certain concessions have been made, and 
Jiave not, axid do not designate him as bucIu His Highness does not, indeed, 
imBSeHH sovereign rights, hub His Highness does possess exceptional jurisdio- 
tioii within bhe limits of his Family Domains in revenue and other matters 
set forth in the Eegulatiou of 1828- 

• 

In atiswor to ft question put on behalf of the Maharaja by Raja Stiv 
PeraUacl, Hie Excellency observed that he was werse from attempting t 
define the Maharaja's status hy any eingle term auoh ae “feudatory, 
n fcri'bntaiy/’ or “dependent", as no single term correctly described Hi 
Hlghhees’ position. 
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(XIV.) 

25C-B, dated Simla, 4th October 1B7J?. 

Extract from the Proceedings of the Oovernment of India^ in the 
Foreign PeparirnerU. Head 

Acloekefc from the I>epartment of A gri culture y, Eevexiue aud Cominerco, 
ihs SBfh izUiisso 'FTS^ f craven ding fot ccnsideration and e:s:prG',K^oi^ 
of oyiuion copy of a letter from the Secretary to the Government, North- 
Western provinces,, tog-ether with the copy of the draft Resolatiou annexed 
thereto, relative to the claim of the Maharaja of Benaies to exemption 
from the acreage tas. 

Observation §• — In the opinion of His Excellency the Viceroy and 
Goveriior4xeneral in Conncil the Mahaiaja of Benares, both befoie and after 
the cession of t lie Province by the Goveriiinent of Oadb, aud boLh before and 
after the Agreement of 1781, was a Ruling Priiice, po-^aessed ol a limited 
diifFe'txxjg lu no material respect from the sovereign powers 
enjoyed by Chiefs in. Bunclelkhaiid aud ehewhei-e, wliose Lerritoiies were 
accpiired by the British Govenmiont from the suzerain o[ the Cliiefs by 
cession oi conquest. If the Agreement of 1781 had continued unaltered, the 
question of levying a cosa in the MahaiajiVs lands would never have arisen. 

2, The subsequent arrangcinenta of 1 7^>-i wero not the result of lawe 
aiqilicable to one in the position of an ordinary rnalguzar in British 
territories, but of a special Agi cement effected with the consent of the 
Maharaja. 

To His Excellency in Council the natural and fair couabruction of that 
Agreement appears to be that, wlieieasthe Mahnraia was formerly a Chief 
with limited sovereign powers, paying a fixed annual sum of 4 0 lakhs to 
Government, aud doing as ho liked witli the rest of his revenues, he agre(3d 
in 1794 to surrender the rotnnants of his Sovereignty to the British 
Governmoiit on condition of Ins receiving a lakh of rupees a year aud being 
left in possession of his Family Domains 5 in other words the governing 
"“powers, which the Maharaja had heretofoie exmeised. were (with certain 
exceptions aftei wards legalised and regulated by Regulation Yll of 1828) 
transfeired to the British Government which was henceforth to discharge 
all the functions of GoYeimneat in consideration o£ the enjoyment of the 
surplus revenues after paying the Mahaiaja the stix>ulated annual suuiq 
Hih Excellency in Council does not consider that under the Agreement of 
1794 Government is at liberty to levy anything extra from the Maharaja, 
because of the discovery of new obligations and duties which may not have 
been considered incumbent on Government at the^ime of this Agreement. 


3 His Eixccllency in Council admits that the view of the question taken 
hf Hza the XAiButezi^ni-Crovernor is i7upporied by 'ff^bieh 

might be urged against the opinion given above. But on a full consideration 
of the draft Resolution His Excellency in Council i? of opinion that the 


question inmt be decided in the Maharaja’s favour, aud that even if the 
argilments in favour ol the imposition of the cess were stronger than they are, 
^th^levy^of the ceps oh the Maharaja'? Domains under Act XVIII of 1871 
Wi&ib-ld? rightly or wrongly, be so open to question aud misconstruction and 
calculated to raise doubts of the good faith of Government, 
Vopid wiser to refrain from any attcuipt to assert the liability of 
io Assessme-Xftr under the 

of the foregoing observation be forwarded to 
Revenue, and Comrneroe, with reference to the 


oh ./f rpmJ that Department cited in the preamble, and that a 

North -^Western PriovinceE? 
pc^artmBUt at the game tim^ ^ ^ , 
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(XVO 

Observations on a Letter to the Court of Directors of the JiJasl India 
Oow^'^any from Warren Hastings, Hsqiilrc, Governor-^ General of Bengal, 
diieciai Fort William, the 20 th March 1783, inlarsjiersed 'ivUh sack 
authenlic Docninents as tend to show the gronndis u^pon which the 
Directors estabLish their jResotifctions respecting ilTr. ZZ’av'?t lives’ conduct 

towards Chet Singh, the Ra»a of Benares Printed hg order of the 

Court of Directors, November Idth, 1783- 

At the Court of Directors, Ue^d on Thursday-, the 18th J aly i782- 

Mesolved, Isl. — That it appes^rs to this Court that on th>e deajih of 
Shujn. Dowla in 1775 a treaty was made by his successor, by which the 
remind ari of Benares with its dependeiDcies, was ceded in perpetuity to the 
East India Company. 

Resolmd, 2nd. — That it appears to this Court that Ihija Cket Singli was 
■coiilirmed by the Goveiuor-Gleiieial and Council of Bengal in the mauage- 
ment of the said zeiniudari (subject to the Hovereigiity of the Company) on 
his paying a certain tribute, vvliich wa^i ^.ettled at Sicca Es. 22,GG,i80 ; and 
that the Bengal C overnureiit pledged it elf that the free and uneautrolleil 
po-^se"■riiol^ of the isemindari of Bonaies, and its depeiideneioa, should be 
con finned and guaranteed to the Baja and his heirs for G^^'er, subject to ‘'mcli 
tribute ; and that no other demand should be made upon liiim, nor auy kind 
of authority or jurihdicLion exerciHed within the dominions ajjsigued him, hO 
long as he adhered to the terms of his eugagementb. 

Rssolwd wvanimonsly, 3rd .. — That it ®,ppears to thi-s Court th^at the 
Oovemor'G'ener^il -and Council did, on the 6th July 1775, recommend to- Raja 
Chet Singh to keep up a body of 2,000 horse, but at the same time declared 
there should be no obligation on him to do ih 

Resolved zvaanimously, 4.tk . — That it a^ipears to this Court that Eajs» 
Chet Singh performed his en2;agemGnt3 with th-e Company in the regular 
j>ayment of his tribute of Sicca Bs. 22,66,180- 

Resolved,. 5th. — That it appears to this Court th^iit the conduct of the 
•Q-oirernor-Geueral towards the Eaja, whilat he was -at Benares, was improper ; 
and that the imiirisonnaCut of his person^ thereby disgr:acing him in the eyes 
of his subjects and others, was unwarrantable and highly impolitic, and may . 
tend to weaken the confidence which the native princes of India ought to 
kave in the justice and moderaiion of the Company’s Grovernment- 


Fhom 


<XVL) 

HO- 275 OF 1850- 

E. A- READE, Esq^, 

ComTnissioTier, Sth Division.. 


To 

Thu SUDBER board of REVENUE, 

North-Western Provinces, Ayra* 

OENriiUTVrBHr 

I have the honpur to acknowledge the receipt of your Secretary’s letter 
No. 73, dated 26th Match laab^ and its enclosures respecting pertam 
"alld winces' paid to the Raja of Behares for eatablishmeats etyled the Mulls;i. 
ahd'^Daftar Sank 


V 
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2. These e.siabliflhraeabR ciud alio wan cos wliieli aro* disLinct, tlion<^di they 

have occa‘.ioiially boon ooiifoniulocl Lojte- 
Stai,iojLory Saiii, liavo l')oen 1.1 lo fiubjecb of llL^cus'^^ou 

aL rec'iiri’ing iniervals aiul of inovo Hum 
one reference of late yeaiv. Sncli have hifclioi'Lo only elioibod ordeviS deeli^i- 
ills; interfevexice*- But the Revenue Accountant is not opparently iu 
posse.ssioiL of these orders, and while the present mode remains of e:s:Uibii iiig 
these charges in the Benares Golleot orate accoLiutaj. cj^uestions will contiiiuo 
to be raised. 

3. It is cTesirahle that these cjiie'itiO'i'is should once and lor ever be set at 
rest.i Tlie Raja of Benares considers the 1‘aifch of the Government to be 
pledged to the cantinuance of these allowances, which from the first faave 
been expen clerl at his discretion, and that this pledge has been repeat edly 
acknowledged. It is then natural that he should regard the repeated revival 
of the same ques Lions with jealousy and disirusty not live le^s vso that on i.lu^ 
laat occasion, of voferouco no iiitlmiitioii was giv('ii lihu. 11. is not iinveasou- 
able that ho should bo approhousivo if one aitiido of tlu'' eonviumt, on wlucli 
his pGcnliar privilogehi arc ba-iod ami g/iavautood, is canvassed a ud riqmdiaUsl ; 
that this may bo extendo-d to others of still greatew iinpoLtaueo to his 
iirtei’ests, 

4. As tho Board have directed in para. 2 of thoLr Hocvelary’s Jettew 
tinder aoknowledginent, I have roquested him to express hiuiscdf ()p( 3 uly ami 
fully, iris addresses are iierewith forwarded in original wi'tli an abstract 
in. English ot their contents. He has also placed at my disposal fdio records 
and accounts of his Oaftar with his original titlc-deodh in order that copies 
may be prepared o£ any of them under my own iubpectiou. 

Ot There ai-e no records, I must remark, in this office prior to 1809, 
when the province of Beuares was placed under the jurisdiction of the Board 
of Commissioners by Eegulation I of that year, and therefore when enquiry 
into matters of prior date is necei3.sary it involves a laborious and rarely 
s'atisf act ory search amongSit the Collectorate rec^ords. These are imperfect ; 
a portion was on one occasion de^ttroyecl by fire, on another by hoati wreck. 
It ifl not a light task to attempt to dispel the mist of obscurity which in 
thi{i case, it will be seen, Mr. D. F. Macleod, notwithstanding his fitness and 
evident research, has been compelled to acknowledge himself unable to clear 
away to his oivu satiaf action. But during the last three years, and especially 
the last six months, by search through the records of this office, and those 
of the Collector, the Agent to the Gfovemor-Geueral and the Raja, I have 
been enabled to glean facts and documents which Will, I hope enable me to 
give a clearer exposition of the pre^.eat matter than ha^ yet been furnished 
and enabled the Board and Gfovernment to come bo definitive conclusions. 


6. The zemindar i of the four Sircars of Benares was conferred in 
}6rpebiiity on Eaja Mahip Naraiu Singh by Mr. Warren Haatiugs in i^g], 
rubject to a fixed anunal revenue of 40 lakhs of rupees. The surplus 
mUectiotis from the Province were wholly at the disposal of the Raja for 
maiubenatioe of his dignity and the establishments requisite for the 
^dV^iE^hment; of the eounbry. Previous to that year the Resident had pot 
the ad ministration of civil or criminal justice in the settle- 
of the revenue. Rut between that year and 1794 the 
being first the adviser and then the associate with the 
'sji^miuistratioxij at length became inyested almost 
cftfitrol,' the atithority of the Eaja being reoog- 
of catirte^y than of faok Eaja Mahip Narain 
'' state of 'health; thfe affairs 
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of tlie Province required an able baud, and the enlarged poweiN confided 
fc<j Mr. JoiiaUioii Diiiicau were not/ so nuich a political expedient as iinglit 
bo supposed but a Stale necessity, 

7, Such was the position ofaffaiisin 179-^ when tJie Governor' Ueneral 
expressed his dphire to introduce the '-ame system of fiscal, judicial and 
criminal aduiinistration into the Beuares Province qs luicl been organised 
for Bengal and Behar by tlie Regulations of 1793, and to extend to it the 
same principle of permanent, settlement of the land revenue. Tlie Raja’s 
assent waa, as a mattei-of course, necebsaiy for the execution of this clesign^ 
and a new compact based on the former rescript wa^, as f find on r^efereixie 
to the correspondence of the period, framed and, aflet approval Cy the 
CTOVernmeut in Cak'utta, teocleied to tlj(‘ Raja’s aooe])l ance. This compact 
to which the Raja assented and the iutei change of documents is set forth 
at length is dated 271 h October 1791. It eontain.s three arbicle>, the 
providing, amongst otluM mailer^, thal out of the sniplus collection from 
tlie Province over and above the 40 lakJn of rupees previously stipulated 
hif ono lakh of rupoea annually shall he paid to tlie Haja of* Benares. The 
spi'oud article provides that Patta^, vi'ceipta and ac(piitLanc(‘s sliall as before 
have the ''Cal of the Raja and hia oflicers, and that tlie se]^arate Uaftar 
and Kliazanclii hitherlo inaiiilained ahall be continued ns Jicretoforo. The 
third provides for the continuance of the Rajas peculiai privilegea eonnecied 
with the Raja’s hamily Domains. The preanable and conelusioiis of the 
compact are express tiiat these providouB are permanent. Ambignitj ig 
not a defect in deeds to which the name of Duncan is adixed, and to this 
doenmeut reference is made in the Regulatioii'= noted in the inargiii. 


8. Before proceeding to note the subsequent changes in the adnimistra- 

tion it is here necessary to explain fully regarding i,be establishmentg 
alluded in the second article of the compact, and first as regards the Mulki 
Treasurer. The teyin Tiea^urer, nob Treasury, it hboiilrl be observed, is 
ufied, for to oversight of this may be attributed much of the confasiou aud r 
obscurity in which the quei-tiou has been involved. -* 

9. Prior to 1795 there were two Treasuries at Benare^, the Govemmc*uh 
Treasury and the Mnlki Tieasury, Both are alluded to iu Regnlabiou 34, 

1795. The stipulated revenue of 40 lakhs was paid into the former whicli 
aim was the office at which the vaiious pecuniary transactions were effected 
relating to the Company’s investments, the payments of the troops, the 
(listvibntioxi of political pensionp, and similar matters, under the Bole cfru' 
trol of the Resident- This Treasury was situated in Mad ho Das s’' garden 
where Mr. H a f- ( ii gs foubd i efime in the troubles of Chet Singh’H rebellion. 

The Treasuier received a salary of R{“. 400 per mensem. 

lO. The Mulki Treasury was a separate office near the site o-f the ' 
present Samkrit College. To it were remitted the col lech ions from the 
AmiK and X-luzuri zemiudar? and other items of sajer revenue, and from it i 
were disbursed the charges of fixed and temporary establihliments and other 
mihcellaneoLis iLems of expenditure, There was no fixed establishment , 

for this office except that of a Treasurer, whose salary was fixed at Rs, ICO j 

per mensem by Mr. Fowke before Mr. Duncan’s time. The subordinate ,| 
a^tablishment approved, removed, increased and diminished at the Raja's ' j 
pleamre was charged for under the compi eheusive term of “ con ti?9 gent’' i 
expense^-” The Eeaident did not interfere till 1790 with this ^office when 
he discovered that the Mulki Trea&urcr had received on regular pay for 
"'two yearns, and that he and other servants were supported out of au irregular :| 
levy of I anna per cent, on remittances. This levy was abolished aud the 
^afftry of the Mnlki Tirasuier restored to Mr. Fowke’s standard of Es* 100 j'.j 
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per meusein iii Septomber 1790 with (ihc^ aj^pvoval of <to\ (‘I' miKnii, tlafod WUi 
October foilovviii^, ami iiom Uiat daU" tbm junri appears a^i a u'^uhiv cbai^e 
in the accoiuiLs. 


11 , By I ho new airangemenbs Coauded ou llu* e()m[)ai*t oi' 1794 and (he 

subsiequoui/ Uei^iilatioii‘^ of l79o it u)uld nob liaN (‘ hoeu obhorwise I liau 
mauifest bo Ah. Diuieau bhalj bh<? olboe^, ot tlie (io \ (m lumad Tioasinv nnd 
Mai ki Ti e as in y \v o uld be a bs o rbod in 1 1 1 e n e w ( Joliet t o i a L e Ti e as ur ) , S o 
they really weio behveeu blie dale oi pioinulyation oi (diose l-iegulabnni.s; 
27th Man h 179^, and I\li. Diiucan’h depaiLiire iii Aiignsb toLlowiiig. Yeb 
Air. Dmicau’h last official act in iiaming a schedule of esbablishtnent lov 
the Collecborabe was to lecognise the appoiulinenl of (he Mulki Tieasniei 
on the salary of Rs. 100 per mensem, and the le.isou ol Ihis appaieni 
anomaly, seeing tlaU a Oollectorabe Tieasurei was also laled in (lie scluMlnle 
with salary of R''. 100 pm* ineuseiu, will he discerned liy a eousiihn ai ion 
of tha oJ ibe Ihiflai Krnj. 

12. Tlie (UBieiilty regaidiiig this estabi isluueni , wlin-h ]\Lr Altn leod 
lias eoireu 11 V sli own’ll has ne\ er varied in t‘ost fiorn its lomutlion in 17S8, 
u owing to its eoiisisting paitly of rel nmi^ and paiblv of iniiiisteiial nljimn’s 
and the lois of Mr, Dnnean’s parwana, dal.eil 22iid Dm i niber 17MH udened 
to by Mr* Uoutledge, in Ins letter, duied 2ii(l Jinie 1801. The Ua|a\ 
officer^; assert that this paiwvana was then torwardivl to the Ihurd of 
Revenue. Tlie parwana hoidc tovv^ards the latter pari ori78iS has bemi do- 
faced and pari laUy destroyed by neglect. Jlitheito the intmual iwidenee 
to the correctness of Mr. Routlodge’s dehiil in that Letter has been llu‘ fact 
bhat from bhac date to Lhe present the ^um of Rs. 1,094 has been montlily 
charged and sanctioned, and (.hat of the muLisberial officer’s appointment 
there is a distinct record* By search throngh the Agency records I find 
bhat Mr, Duncan did, in the latter part of 1788, regalabe the retinue branch 
of bhe e.^fcabhsiiiaeat, which had pievionsly been excessive and varying, 
that he rep orbed his having done so to the Groveruor-G-eueral under date 
26bh Apiil 1789, tiansmitting his pioceedings, dated 31st December 1788, 
iTid Srd January 1789, and by a letter of the Govern or- Gfe a eral, dated 1 7th 
Fane following, the meauire was approved. Cu a subsequent report, dated 
2nd October of that 3 ear, he aUndes to the ministerial officers and the 
teasoUH which induced him to laivite bhe Raja to appoint a Daftai of his 
own. The design was that the Ra-ja should take an int etest in the settle*^ 
ment and qualify himself for the administration of his country. The 
Government under date 21 et of the same month, cordially approved the 
arrangement as flattering bo the Baja on the oue Irand, and on the other 
furnishing him with an opxiorbunity of obtaining complel e information of 
bhe ytate of hh zemindari. 


13, In the subaequent accounts Bs. 1,094 per mensem, 01 Rs 13,128 
ler anuam, is legularly iuHerted under the title of Raja’s Miit-addis, etc, 
?hete has been no mterfereuce on the part of bhe Resident or tlie Collectors 
ahae<4tiefitly, though the latter at times from deficiency of iheir own 
i|ta;blxiJhment have occa=?ioua\ly cast a longing eye on this Oaftai Sam, in 
A,o;Al?|Phitit«afent of officers or in modifications arising out of the single 
being distributed into four. These have from the first lieen 
diacretiou, and the monthly charge has been dibbiii>ecl to 
ai tha Benare^^ Oollectorata In this msi^ect the Dnftai 
of the Mulki Treasurer have been differently tieated- 
mi^ed fit^ehanged, the latter has been repeatedly modir 
:ja of interfering wit^ the salary which Dr. Duncan 


'establishment foi an ob&olete 
tih^t gentlematiL gave no pledge whate\er. 
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Ho is generally called bj 
tile proper name of the ILaja'i 
Tie as tiro 1 * in Mr. A. Duncan'! 
papars. 


Index A, No. It, 
XncloBurea i and 5. 


id. The ill M) in illy of cou tinning (slahiiNhuifiiLs oiil of couhitlei'aliijii 
to ilie Uaja of lieiuu'c-., (>\ei wliu-h i^li inenK the (Jolleafcoi li.id no 

c*oii(iol, which weie for tlie mo hi part bystander, s at li. were in tlie (boern- 
jiUMil Oliice, was a eoiidition vvlucdi i( was uece^.^avy to wiibacribe in onUn* to 
eiisine great mea-^iiro.s, the ainiini'itratiou ol a province being wholly 
i‘oijlui(‘(l to Liritisli olh(‘ers> aiul a Permaneiil Settlement. The coin pad 
aia^ now be, logaulexl to liavc been neither cnni^enienti nor wise. Uni it 
had llie couu.sel orDiincaii and tlie appio\fil oi (’ornwallih and if it had In^eu 
Uterallj adherecilo, f shall pi esenllj’’ -how f he (joveriiment would haie lieen . 
hiiMwl several tihousandh of nipees,, and the Kaja of Benares could have 
had 110 reason of coni plaint. 

1 5. I mint first re'-uinc tlie nariatue of sneressive adininisitraLioii-. All. 
Duiu an resigned in Aiigiisf 1 and wasMiececded by his brothei’ Alexandei 
a- Golhuder who had pievjoii-lv hiuni In^ a-sustant. aii<l it may i easonahl v 
be inl'eired must luivi^ hc'cn W(dl acquainted Avith In's views- The elder 
All, Dmicaii helore lu‘ left, Iramed a schc‘dule of esf aldishiuent for the new 
()()lli‘ct(ji{iL(‘, wliicJi was ai»[)rove(i by (ioveinrnenl nndei date' 17th July 1 79d, 
and by diri'ction I'orwaided to tlie (hillector with a lottiu from the Ihiard 
of heveiuie, daUwl ‘J7tli October following- In (his schedule in a postsi'idpt 
AI.v, Dnneaii alludes to the se[»}ii'a(.e Miilhi 'freasiirer with a *sepau‘afce salary of 
Its. 100 per meuserii aiui recomuKuidh that Sowar’s ehtabli.shraont hitherlq 
paid from the Mulki Treasury ^Iniild be allowed the Collector. The laiter 
esLablLslimeut was part of his own retinue. It luul nothing to do witli the 
Miilki Treasury but to get its pay thererorin, yet by a bingulai mistake 
it was for many years rated ay part of thib Treasury establishment. 

1(J. in this schedule of Mr. Duncan, there ns not a word about any 
subovdiiiatc establibhmeiit to the Miilki Treasurer any more tliari there was 
iu the compact, nor during Mr, Alexander Duncan^ lucumbency can I find 
any notice of bucli an e.-^tabUshiiieut. In iioiiit ol fact the Miilki Treasgjry 
as an office was iniKih and completely absorbed lu the CoUectorate 
Treasury ab the Mulki Diwaui, and Mulki b’aiijdari, alluded to ixi the 
Eegulatioius of 179,') passim, wove merged in the Courts of civil and criminal 
jndicaturo. The Mu^ki Treasurer’s trur^t in obo^e days was limited to the 
Eaja’s personal traiisaidions with the Treasury wluch have, of cour^p,. 
always been extensive, a-; the greatest landowner of the Proviuco, to some 
huzuri remittances and to iserLaiu pensions. Hut there was this element 
of future mischief that in the accouiitb the term Mulki Treasury 
was iudiffereatly nsecl with the Colletorate Treasury, and that extra 
establishments and expense^ neccs^arilv attendant on the introduction 
of a new .system of aclmiiu-trabioo for -orne time retained the name of 
Afiilki charges ; as a separate office, however, the Mulki Treasury fUd 
not exist. 


17. Its revival as a dintiiict office was ]iartly owing bo a mistake in 
G-overnmeLifc orders. In 1801 the G-overnment instituted a department of 
reform, and agreeably to a Re.-iolution of the Groveruor-Genei’al, dated Ist 
April, tbe Hoard of Revenue were directed to revise the Mulki Trea- 
sury establishment and expeiiseg at Benares. Mr. Eoutlege was "then ‘ 
Oollecfcot and apparently at ftrst did not understavrd the quesfcioin 
He replied by Bubmitbing a detail, nob of the Mulki Treasury 
eatablishmeut for save the Treasurer none yilch existed, but the Daftar ^ 
flapi according to the details given by Mr. Daucaii’s parwaila of date 
22nd Deoembei' 1788. 


InclostirQ 



IH. llie Board in I'oply called tlio (.lolleetoi* h aUiOnhioii to iboms 

uinoiigst otliris noted in tJie rnaiain and 

Its ^ 

Salary to XuiU Troiwu-eT 1,200 lofeired by him io [he srliedulo uf 

Q-ur liakliah aiulluti sowars . 1,140 eHlahlisliiiiont framed by i\lr. Diiiu'an and 

^an«tloued by G-oveiumeni as abo\e related. No allmiou mmle to tl\e 

cioinpacl of 1794. 


19, Daring the eiisuius; yeais the hseal adininistration was eoufided to 


nicpmpetml oi unworthy bands. 
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Abuseb mull i plied. The jVInlki Tiea- 
sury, erioiieoiisly reros^nised to have 
exi«>tence, became a leal insiead oi a 
uoiniual office. Its treasuiei con- 
trived to get a babordinale e'^iaWishment 
foi himself and to do business on his 

own aceonnt. The additional expense 

heieby ini nued did not escape {lie Divil Auditor, at whose nistiun'C the 
Board in 18C).} lequired the (Jolleclor to show by wlial aiiLhon'y tlio eslah- 
lis'linuMit noted in tlie margin had been eiiteilained. To this question no 
reply was evei made. 
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20. In 1808 Mu Salmon took charge, and uo better iudicahoii can 
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be given of tjie slate in 
which lie foviiul matters 
than his calling on the 
Board to Hup]))y a correct 
li-^t of his own establish- 
ment. He found the Mulki 
TreaTLirey a separate office, 
he had evidently no sus- 


picion that it was officviomy rediviouvb. He found himself compelled to 
recast the whole GoUectorate establishment at once, and with other details 
suggested the ehtablialiment noted in the margifl for the Mulki Treasury. 
He kept the Haftar Sani chaige of Es. 1,094 per mensem separate from this 
establishment, 

r' 

21. The Board in reply to liis lefctei, dated 25tli May 1808, recommend- 
ing these arrangement', hinted that it would be as well to dispense altogether 
with th^ Mulki Treasury establish meat, Es- 153 per mensem^ and retain 
only the Haftar Bani at R^. 1,094 per mensem. ^ 


22. To thii the Collector replied on 20Lh duly referring for the first 
tlntie to the compact of 1794, pointing out the inconvenience of duplicate 
establiahments m the same office, and suggeoting that one Treasury alone 
he maintained and the aggregate allowances of Es. 1,194 ‘‘ made 
the Eaja ior any establishment that he might think fit to keep np.’’ 
a Ipitv^the Board did npl accede to this proposition, which was literally 
feMoTflhUQe with the compact of 1794 and Mr- DiincaiTg appointment and 


es'tjabhfihmen t-, puor and subsequent thereto. 


" ^1 / ^ 

jriisj snbjeq^tieut ptoeeediiigs were sli-angely inconsi,,.teut. 

itW ^^^bexihey siilttaitted fi jDroiJositipi) to Grovernment to abolish, 

The Government in reply, 21st idem, 
'• concert with, the Baja arrangameuls 

of the business of the Mulki Treasury as 
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21. Ou (,h ,0 lib November fctie J3oaril ieab a, oo [)7 of fche,e Goveimmeiii; 


CJollector’a Usb. 
Treasurer 

Mutaaddi 
IVo II Ills add is 
Eonr peoiia at Ra. 3-8 
Sweeper 
Sbatlonery 


orders to "tlie CollBoliorafc 
Benares for his inform- 
ation and gu] dance, aud 
on the 'very same date 
transmitted to Groveru- 
meut a revised sehedale 
of the Mulki Treasury 
establishment which I transcribe in the margin, with, the schedule framed 
by the Collector before he had referred to the compact of 1794. As to 


Ra. 

80 

20 

20 

14 

3 

Ifi 


153 


BoariVs list. 

11^. 

80 

Uiiueoessfiry. 

20 

7 

3 

ProYidncl Sor. 


110 


concert with the Baja, the order was a dead-letter. No reference wa^ ever 
made. The Government sanction, dated 11 th November, was given to the 
Board’s revised schedule of the wliole GoIIectorate including the above about 
the time the former Government orders may have reached Benares. 


25. On the 14th of the same month the Collecior brought to the notice 


TUia chiirfTo is thus stalod iii 
(iho accounts. 


of the Board that Rs. 810-2-0 had been all 
along paid to the Raja’s establishment 
for feUtionery, and on the 29th idem, the 
Board sanctioned its continuance, yet it will 
be observed that only just before they had 
erased the (Jo Hector’s proposed item of Rs* Ih 
per mensem. This order of the Board ih the only authority on which tbi> 
allowance has continued to he paid ever bince. 
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2S* By these proceedings, as I have stated above, a heavier burden was 

actually laid on the 
Government than would 
have been incarred if 
Mr. Duncan’s arrange- 
ments had remained iu^ 
violated, and the proof 
is shown in the margin. 
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27. In 1809 the Province of Benares was placed under the jurisdiction 
of the Board of Commissioners at Fatehgavh, to whom both the Raja 
and his Treasurer complained of the reduction of the salary from Rs. 100 
to Es. 80 as contrary to Mr. Duncan’s X-^ledge. The Collector was 
referred to and earnestly Complained of the inconveniences put in the way 
of transacting business, for the correction of which the Board sug- 
gested hisjdevising rules of timing the Raja’s officers. No such arrange- 
ments were made. The Raja Udit Narain >Singh was haughty and 
reserved. It is evident from the correspondence of the time that 
he and Mr* Salmon could not agree. The Board to whom of course 
Benares qnestions were new, were evidently puzzled, as I gather from the pencil 
consultation ou the Colleotor’s letter. They declined interfering with 
arrangements made by the previous Board of Revenue, and did not 
consider the texj or of bhe compact of 1794 to be a sufficient warrant to 
recommend a revision. 

28. In the same year the fate of the Mulki Treasury ag a separate 
office Was decided. In the riots that took place the military authority 
declineiguarding more than one Treasury, and on 30bh November 1809 
Rs, 5,117 having been stolen from this office from that dat 6 to this the 
Behar^s Coll^ctorate Treasury has had no rival, 
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29, In 1818 tlie cli strict of Jaunpnr was detacliecl aud made a 

separate Colloctorate, another revision 

Trenaurcr ... .. iJO of establishment hecainc necessary, and 

mmifladiliB ... ... 20 . i • ji 

Peons ... ... ... 7 the Mulki Treasury was rated aa in the 

~ margin. To revision with tliat of 
the who e disiiict establishment gener- 
ally sanction was conveyed in ordcr.s of Goveriimciit, dated 13th Novem- 
ber 1818. The Eaja again protested against this deviation from Mr. 
Duncan’s compact, but though reference was made by the Collector to the 
"Board under date 25th September 1818 and 1st June 1819, no answer 
was 'Vonchsafed. The charge still remains Es. 7^ per mensem in the 
Collectorate account, so that even with tbe reductions made the balance 
is still in favour of the status which Mr. Duncan recognised in l794. 


liulcx A, Noa. Ill and hj. 

Mr. Duncan’s stilt ufl nnininl 
chiirgc Ua. 14,328 ; pro sent 
i'cviai‘(l iinniinl cliiirgo 
lls. U,8C8. 


30. The facts I have related have been gleaned by a laborious search 
through records extending over more than half a century. Most ol the 
documents, copies of which are ainiexert, have lain buried probably for 
nearly that time in several chests of refuse lecoids which I have taken 
from the Collectorate, and had separated and arranged in tins oflicc. hately, 
ton, I have had niiexpocted testimony in suppoit of the con eel ness of 
particnlnrs. Mr. .lonatliau Duncan’s clerk, who received the faun of two 
Mahals for the term of life, for his services, is still alive, and at the advanced 
ave of S'? still retains the possession of his faculties with keener remem- 
brance of the events of the past century than of the occurrences of the 
last year. He has furnished me with the clue, which has enabled rae to 
trace the abolition of the Mrrlki Treasury and its temporary revival. 

31. I pivoceed now to refer to the opinions expressed at different times 

by Government officers on the subject of these establishments, and to con- 
sider the pleas brought forward by the Eaja of Benares. With a separate 
Index B will be found Mr. Davidson’s, Mr, Macleod’s and my predecessor’s 
letters on the subject with the orders of the Board and Government. I 
"have only to add that there is no document referred to in these letters 
which will not be found in Index A, and that there are besides many other 
documents which tbe writers have not seen or considered. 

32 The officers above alluded to appear to -concur that these estab- 
- Ushments, as far as a Government are concerned, are not required, 
and that they are either superfluous, or partially useful, or wholly useless. 

The question how far the faith of Government is pledged to the Eaja of 
Benares in respect to them is not treated with the consideratioa it deserves. 

That the Eaja continues to maintain a staff of Miinisterial officers at all 
the Gollectorates, and that he has a retinue, is a fact that can admit of 
noqnesLion. That the old system sancti oned by law, which requires 
his offical attestation, to pattas, receipts and the like has been dis- 
pensed With, is equally obvious, nor could it now be revived without a 
Tiflftnr Pani at every tahsildari throughout the whole Province. That Index 13. 
the retention of the Eaja’s ministerial office rs is quite unnecessary for the tiona 23 and 33^ Eegu. ^1796! 
executive administration is equally self-evident. The same remark is 
applicable to any peculiar privilege of which he or anybody else may 
be invested. 

33. On the other hand the Eaja pleads his right not to be deprived 
of a privilege which the Government with others guaranteed to his ancestor 
in lien of his abdicating the responsibility and the gains connected with 
administration of the Province. The privilege may be an empty one, but 
h6 desires to retain it and he fairlj^ enough argues, if he has abstained 
from thronging impedimenta in the trau,saction of public business by not 
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Treasurer ... 
^«ftar Sanij 


Ee venue. 


rigidly iiisi^fcLiig o.i th(3 privilege graiiLel liim by la';v’, in. common fairneas 
this slioiild not b^ maio a handle to deprive him of the means of retaining 
that privilege. He reiers to the compact and claims adherence to its term.s 
at least till a new compact is made. 

34. The Eaja, however, claims more than the compact to the very 

Eg. letter of which there ought to be the strictest adherence. It may seem to 
100 ... 

etc. h094 savour of special pleading to argue that there is no allowance for stationery 
i 79~ bond and not to admit that the recognition of a Daftar, involves 

the recognition of the claim to supply stationery to it, hut adverting to ^ 

the analogy of a Treasurer without a Treasury, and a staff of ministerial 
officers without authority, this argument is not liable to the imxnitation. 
Mr. Salmon’s suggestion of reverting to the status existing when the compact 
of IVQI was made, I have above commended, and that is my opinion, after 
a careful revision of the points which I consider fully established, and of 
which I may as well conclude with a rocapitala tion. 

First, — That the estahlishmeuts of the Mulki Treasurer and the 
Raja’s ministerial officers and official retinae, under the name 
of Baftar Sani, has from the lirat been separate and distinct. 

Second , — Tliat the salary of the former was resLoreil by Mr. Daiicari 
to Ks. 100 per mensem, and tliat tlie cliarge of Rs. 1,094 for 
the latter was fixed prior to 1704, and that in the compact of 
that year a pledge was given for the future continuance of the.se 
allowances as a privilege to the Raja of Benares. 

Third. — That subsequent modifications of these allowances were errone- 
ous and wrong, that on the one hand the alteration of the salary 
of the Treasurer was an infringement and the asaigiiment of 
stationery allowance was an unnecessary addition to those 
which had been guaranteed. 

Fourth. — That literal adherence to Mr. Duncan’s pledge would have been 
the proper course for the past, and will be the proper con^fse 
for the future. 

35 . If the Board and the Grovernment concur in this opinion I would 
suggest in future that bhe Collector of Benares be instructed to pay over 
the sum of Rs. 1,194 per mensem to the Raj a of Benares, leaving him the 
discretion of supporting such an estahllHliment as he may deem fit, and 
that the Accountant also receive orders for his guidance. 

Comm issio NEE’S Office, ] I have, etc., 

5th or Benares Division : Y (Sd.) E. A. EEADE, 

The 3 1st October, 1850. J Oommissioner. 


From 


To 


Sib, 


(XVII.) 

No. 576 OF 1850. 

\V. MUIR, Esq., 

Cilecretary to the Sibdder Board of Revenue, JT.-W, P., Agra> 

J. THORNTON, EsQ., 

Secretary to the Government, P’.-TT. P. 

Dated Agra, the Mnd November 1850. 


The Sudder Board of Revenue, N.-W. P., having on receipt of Gfovern.- 
meut Order No. 785, dated 16th March last called on the Commissioner 
of the Benares Division for a report on the charges for stationery, and 



9, On ilxQ 28Ui December 1788 Mr. Duncan con^^idevc^d il, ntu'ct^havy l.bnl. 
tliifi establiKhmenti Hhould be reduced wiili advovtanee to anlilcliiaLiHl 
defalealioiL iu Uie resources ot the Province and advisc'd tlie Raja, velaiuino 
Mutsaddis as before, to reduce tlie roLiiiiie to 10 hovsomon, (>0 ] icons and dO 
liai'karas, 

10. In the proceedings, dated 28tli January 1789 the clctai.1 is thus 


given : — 

Rs. 

Mntsacldis ... ... ... ... 474 

10 horsemen ... ... ... 300 

60 peou ... 200 

40 harkaras ... ... ... ... 120 

Total ... l,09d 


11. These proceedings were transiniUed to (roverunuMit, 2(iUi April 
1789, and received coiihrmation under date 17Lh June following, 

12. ’l?he amount thus determined. Its 1,094 ])er monsmn, Us. 13,128 
per annum has been entered annually in the accounts of Mr. Diiucan’s time, 
and up to tlie present day there has been no variation or iutorferoui‘e with it 
whatever. 


STATIONERY. 

13. The third article of stationery requires a more full and accurate 
BS^planation than has been given in paragraph 2.5 of my report abo’ve 
mentioned. 


14. - It has been there shown that the present allowance of Rs. 81G-2-0 
was recommended by Mr. Salmon, the Collector of Benares, in his letter, 
dated 14th November 1808, to be continued as having had Mr. Duncan’s 
sanction,’’ and that the Board of Revenue their letter, 29tli idem, 
authorised its continuance withoub reference to Gtovernmeut. 

15. It turns out on reference to Mr. Duncan’s records that the Collector, 
though literally correct was actually wrong in his statement, Mr. Jonathan 
-Duncan never sauctioued Rs. 816-2-0. It was Ms brother and successor, Mr, 

Alexander Dimcan, who passed thif< amount for the year 1202 after hia 
brother’s^ departure. 


1C. Mr. Jonathan Duncan aufchoriaed au allowance for the contingenc 

ol the Raja’s Kutchery, which for 1 
years noted iu the margin of which t 
accounts are forthcoming, is entered 
the margin. The account for 1201 
dated 10th August 1795, and is the h 
that Mr. Dnneau submitted* He quit! 
Benares on the 16th and Ms last let 
is from Manji, zila Saran, 22ud idem. 


F. 1199 ... 528 1 ^6 

” •" - 1 t' 

f20O ... ... 527 14: 6 

” ■“ <528 3 6 

S3SK iViniiKi TEEAsmir AcioouiTTa- 

Index C, 4, 6. 

Iio-4 ... ... 1108 K. 

3^0-5 ... ... 1199 F. 

6 ... ... i?,oi in. 

Iflie entry far 12B0 is from the vemn- 
quiar account, DngliaU orieinal not 
forthcoming. 


, , p. It sUould be observed that these Mulki Treasury accounts were 

■STibrnittsd annually to G-OTernmeat by whom order.s were passed in detail, 
,1 The Mulki Treasury account last mentioned haidug been submitted after 
.'tke Agreement with EajaMahlp Narain Singh, dated 27th Ootoher 17 ^ 4 , 
*'! explains Mr. Duncan’s construction of that Agreement, 

loth August 1795, forwarding Index C, No, 9, the 
“there are hardly any charges except such as 


ludux A., Ni> 


liuli'x A, No. i\. 


ludojc A» No. 1), lOyUiLoU 
Hud 

Indox ('t orit^iuiil muioiiiiU 
Noh. *1 bo B, 


Index No. XI, aoo ICn- 
cloaui'ea No. 1 9 ftiid 20, 



r 


Idem J!^o. U, paift. !• 


Index No. LI, hoc imra I, 


tduiu* 


Index C, No. 12 


Idem No. 13. 


Idem No9- U and 15, 


Idem No. 16. 


have boon ii.saally made eiLlier as the setlled expense*^, or for the « mallei' 
varying oontingenciGs tluali have been kit held o anuiially left lar my ditacretioii. 
The G-overnmont orders, dated 4Lk September (idem No. 10), following, pass 
tike account with refer euce to its details, 

18. From the above it is quite evident that the Mulki Treasurer and 
the DafLar referred to in the second article of the Agreement are the 
establishments which it has been shown above were confirmed by Grovernment 
under date 8th October 1790 and l7th June 1789, and that the cost of them 
is included in what Mr. Duncan calls the “ settled expenses,’’ and that the 
contingencies allowance was left to the Resident’s discretion* 

19. I proceed to note the circumstances under which this Agreement 
was made by Mr. Duncan with Raja Vlahip Narain Singh and confirmed 
by the Government. 

20. From the corie^pondence extant in the Benare.s Collectorate ib 
appears that the Governor-General under dated 3rd March 1794, expre.ssed 
a desire to iutrodn.;e into the Province of Benares the same system of 
administration as had been e^tabliahe(l by the Regnlatioiis of 1793, in. Bengal 
and EeJiar, and desiretl Mr. Duncan to obtain the Raja’s consent to the 
arrangemeiiU 

21. 22nd July following. — Mr. Dnucau replied that he bad consulted 
the Raja and obtained his couditional assent to the measure, 

23. Tbereupou au order in Conucil was issued, dated 19bh September, 
expressing satisfaction, applauding the Raja and ve.sting Mr. Dnucan with 
powers to frame Regulations on tlie basis of the Code of 1793, so far as its 
provisions wero applicable to the circumstances of the Province of Benares, 

23, 13th October. — Mr. Duncan reported that he hoped to be able to 
conclude an arrangement with the Raja whereby he should receive a malik- 
ana of one lakh of rupees annually from the surplus which would remain 
after defraying all the usual charges disbursed from the Mulki Treasury. 
He calculated that after afl expenses the surplus would be Rs. 1,40,000 at 
least, and proposed that the Raja should I'eceive a lakh, and 40,000 be laid 
out iu bridges and improvements. 

24, 20th October. — The Governor- General approved this proposition, 
and requested that the A.greemeat should he concluded. 

25, 27Lh Idem. — Mr. Duncan transmitted the revised Agreement origi- 
nal and translation the latter of which is extant in his own handwriting, 
with a letter explaining the modifications made in the former proposition 
and the Raja’s ready and entire acquiescence. 

26, In a subsequent letter, dated l7th November 1794, Mr. Duncan 
acknowledges the receipt of the Secretary’s letter, 7th idem, “ conveying the 
Governor-General in Couucirs” approbation to the Agreement concluded 
with the Raja, and proposes with the consent of the Raja to devote a portion 
of the surplus which remained after payment of all charges in the Mulki 
Treasury for the two last years, to the construction of a bridge over the 
Burn a. 

27, Most of the documents which support this statement of facts have 
comeander my notice only in the last few days. It appears that when 
Mr. Dunean^s loose records were sent to the Commissioner Office for 
arrangement (in 1850) those in the press under the charge of the Registrar 
of Records, and office abolished many years ago, remained in the receptacle 
which they have occupied unnoticed and unknown. 
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or Uie miilieniicity ofLUo AoumhuimiI, daU'd 271.1i idin 1701, ol 
GOiirhO no oaii bo eulierlaiuceL It h nxjiUov oC lii^'l-oi’y, 

recogLused by hucoohsivo Act.s of Uie L(‘gihlaUu:o. Ibiti i(i K (((‘siiablo lo 
have no do abt, of jMr. Daiicaii’a oousLi'UoIjion ol tho doouinoii I,, 'L’lio poinni^ 
ueiioe of the .soACual article^ is provided for in ferins Uni(, toiu iulniil- 1 uL o( 
□no con.sti’uotion. lb is siguiiieaub tliatj ]\Ir. Dniican (index (j, ISo* lo) Inus 
altered tlic vv^orcl “ nplield Lo “ eontimied,’’ and Ids la^'l oilidul aL*l, neaily 
a year after Lbe Agreeinenl, was to pass and obtain sauotiou of (.TOvernnuMd, 
to the same cliarge for settled expenses and contingencies at his desculion 
as had been incurred and passed prior to the Agreoineut. 


Idiou iSo“ 
Ni» 

No. P', (iiiV’i 


29 , 1 think it, therefore, right and just to modify Uic reconunendatiou 
■ouiaiued in paragraph 34 of niy letter, dated 31st October, ^87)0, to disallow 
jny sum for Sntatiouery or contingencies, a& not meutioucd in the Agiceinent. 
f he implication is mnleiiiahle, and the fair mode of adjnsl.niciit i-^ to lake 
he status of l7D-h The amoniit then, and for years provious, IVuetioiiK 
)miitecl, had been — 

Us. 


Mulki Treasurer .e. ... .. 1,2(K) 

Paftar ••• ... 13,11^8 

(lontingencies ... ... ... 338 

Total ... 14,8.0(1 


30. I recommend this mount to be consolidated and paid from the 
Benares Treasury from the lut January 18o4 in a separate hill to he styled 

Allowance to the Eaj a of Benares under the second article of the Agree- 
ment, dated 27th October, 1794,’^ the bill having the Gomtaissioner’s counter- 
signature, as is usual in the ease of separate allowances, 

31. The Eaj a at prebeut receives, by virtue of the Board of Eevennej 
unauthorised allowance of Es. 81G-2-0 and improper m o cl ifi cation of the 
Mulki Treasurer's allowance as follows per annum — 



Es. 

a. 

p. 

Mulki T reasurer 

924 

0 

0 

Daffcar 

13,128 

0 

0 

Stationery 

aiG 

2 

0 


Total ... M,8G8 2 0 

The excess jiayment of Es. 12-2-0 should cease. " 

32. The allowance should be excluded from the official abstract of the 
Benare.s Collector ate, its incorporation with wLiich explains the reference 
again and again of this question to Government with succesuve changes 
in the office of Accountant or Auditor. 


33. This recommendation, I should observe, is in accordance with the 
principle declared in paragraph 17 of the orders of Government under 
consideration. The Raja of Benares waives the exorcise of a privilege 
epneeded by existing and unrepealed law, which by present rules and practice 
of revenue administration has become a mere compliment, and the Govern- 
ment in Herr of this concession pays the allowance for his establishment in 
litetal adherence to the Agreement of 1734. 

,v’ 34. I have now only to consider the subject referred to in paragraph 16 

of thpsSe orders, the anomaly of the Eaja of JBeuares by means of his 
^je^sitablithment “ exercising a kind of espionage 'over the proceedings of the 
|uoUe6tor^^.*^ 


I. (1, U, 10, i;, 

. 0, l(‘l.lnr wil U U, 
‘I’unu ul Oivli'Vo 
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i^t), IJio (Uily wai'raui/ lor (Jiis ptoccecUiig is ptira^i’a])h of jMv, I)iincau*rt 
rojKuLj (latoil Jiicl OoLobsi’y l/SD, in whiuli liii Lliaf Im lias allowf^d 

I.Ikj Raja’s officors io keep copies ol the papers and accouiita iluiL aro daily 
pi^n^aidiio/’ ami paiagvapli 4 of bhe order iu OoLiucil, lOfcli ^September 179-h 
‘'You will likewise acqimint the Raja that his sigriatare to pattas and 
1 ai'gkli bills sluill roinaiii current as before, and that his ofjticei\< will be allowed 
U\ keep couufceL' parts of all accounts.” 

oG. I think it quite evident that the present anomaly of the Raja’s 
ohieers compiling (they take copies of parwanas and rabkaris in all cases 
and of other papers ad libitum) a duplicate record not only of accounts hat 
other papers is owing to the conabant reference to this question, and to the 
Collectors natural desire to make use of an auxiliary establishment- The 
Raja has no desire to keep np this dnplicahe record; the work is done to 
prevent any argameut of discontinuing an allowance, of which suspicions 
are entertained and expressed. 

il7. The Collectors, when they report of this establishment of the 
Uajiis, write like persons aggrieved that it is not at their disposal, for* 
getting that the Raja by his position of necessity must keep up a very large 
establishment. In tlie Family Domains the Raja holds Kutchory, has 
a large staff, and exercihes the powers of a Collector* It must also be 
ronicmbered tliat since additional establishment in the shape of a Supeiin- 
tondent and officers under Regulation VII J85S, has become necessary for 
the management of these Domains, the Raja has to pay Rs. 7, 5 CO as a 
moiety of the expense. 

38. The determination of the first question as to the fixity of 
allovvance will di-^pose of the other. If the Government guarantees the 
one, the Raja will relinquish the other. It is neither proper, nor desir- 
able that the preseafc anomalous state of thing should be continued. The 
Raja can only claim copies of accounts, not of all other records, as at present# 
In this I recommend as in the other adherence to the status of 1794., The 
only privilege that the Raja can claim beyond tho^e allowed to the public 
under the Board’s Circular orders, 25th February, 1848, is that of taking 
copies of accounts, but of accounts only, and this should be allowed without 
payment of fees. 

39. The summary of the whole matter may be given in two articles r— • 

I,— The Raja of*- Benares dispenses with his privilege of seal and 
signature to official documents in the Province of Benares, but 
will continue to receive the allowance for establishments as it 
stood under the and article of the /igreemeut, dated 27tb 
October, 1794, Rs. 14,856 per annum, 

II.— The Raja of Benares retains the privilege of taking copies of 
accounts in the several Collectorates of the Province of Benareai* 
without payment of fees, in accordance with paragraph 4 of the 
order on Council, 19th September 1794, provided that this 
privilege cannot interfere with the stamp laws and i tiles, now or 
hereafter . 


Benares : 

,13th Deoember 28dS» 


E. A. B'SADE, 

Officiating Junior Member. 
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(XIX.) 

(H 

No. r)S3 or IS ^^4. 


ih J. CJiRISTIAN, E«q, 

Seco-etaif'y to S^idder J^oard of Eevewtef IT. 1\ 

To 

W, MUTE, Esq., 

JSec'i'^Gtary to Qoveminent, P- Agi'uu. 

Dated Agra^ the 4th Avgust 1SS4* 

Bm, 

The Sudder Board oi Ee\ei'iue bolicit the cousitleiation ot‘ Hih Honour 
the EieuienaiiL-Grovernor to tlie point rahed in the accompanying correbpon- 
dence, as to the designation to he given in the Collector’s leloids to[t]\e 
hum of one lakh of iiipees drawn aiuinally by the Raja of Beiiares hoin the 
hurpliis coUeciiions of the Bennie^ Provinee. 

2. This allowance to the Raja of Benaies is the first article in (he 
agreement, dated 27tli Ootober 1794 between J\lv. Diincau and Raja Malui) 
Navain Bin gin 

3. The coirespoudeiice extant in the Benaios Collectoiate was siibinillLMl 
with my letter No. ()1 9, dated 23rd December Iasi, on bho subject of oilier 
allowauces, 

(Treasurer oud Daftar) the que&tion legarding which was disposed of 
by orders of Q-overnmenb No. 312, dated 20th Jaunary last, but copies not 
having been retained, the papers have been recalled from Benares, and aie 
herewith enclosed. The original translation of the agreement is in Mr, 
Duncan’s handwriting, 

4. Prior to this agreement the surplus collections from the Pro\iuce 

*2V,B.-JSKGlusiveofthe, Besident’s the stipulated leveuue 

salary awd other oliaiges borne by of forty lakhs an i cost of civil adminis- 
aovernment. tration* had been paid o\ er to the Raja. 

5. The introduction of the system of administration of the Lower 
Provinces into that of Benares was desired by Government, and the agree- 
ment contains the stipulations upon which the concurrence of the Raja 
was obtained. 


6. Mr. Duncan calculated with ceitaintyon a neb surplus of Rs. 1,40,000, 

In 1794-95 tlie aiiriiliia proved fco be anticipating an tacess above that sum 
Hr 1 , 75 , 900 . time, and therefore proposed a final 

arrangement, by which the administration conducted in the name, and by 
the officers of the Raja, under the control of the Resident, would hereaffer 
be entrusted to British ofilcer?, the Raja in lieu of his acquiescence to the 
measure receiving annuall/ a lakh of rupees and the fixed allowances of 
cettaiu eatablishments and retaining certain privileges in those parts of 
the Provinces* which are called his Family Domains. 

7. The arrangement was evidently intended to be final, and any modi- 
fication (evidently not anticipated) could only with reason have been claimed 
on the contingency of the net surplus revenue falling short of the annual 
e^imate. The accompanying approximate, memorandum, compiled from 

ait Revenue Administration Report and the Civil Auditor’s tables, 
of the article of cu^ioms revenue, v^hich it would not be easy to state 
ol^y with reference to the Province of Benares, is sufficient to show the 

contingency. 


Kogulfttion XV, 1795. 

EegulQtxoii VIh 1828. 
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Tlio Eeiijire'. ponsious and allawauoes w-'ete viewed by Llie Golle(ilor 
in and the expreHniou llukiiowu to which objection has been 

made was probably hi.serled to save lUe oompileu the trouble of a referouce 
to old eoi'ieHp on deuce. The allowances has been always paid by an order 
from the Agent lo the Govern or "General and is No. 1 in the Register of 
Rolitical Pensions ixi that ofH.ce, 

9. The Board hugge^t that the terms iisbed by Air. Duncan iu the 
agreement “in time to come” be subetituted for “Unknown.” 


SuDOTSu Board of Revenue, 
N.-W. P,, AURA : 

Tks ith Ang7(jst 1854. 


I have, etc., 

( Sd. ) G. J. CHRISTIAN, 

, ^*ecrctdTy>> 

IL 


A 2 >p't' 0 xivicitc Mevior andu'tn. 


Income (CiLstoms omitted) and charges, X^roviuce of Benares, 1853-54. 


Idabricli. 

Tncomto. 

ha mi 
Koveuun. 

Abkari. 

Stamp. 

1 

MisctjUanrous 
flayer, atoro, 
mahal. 

Total. 


1 Ua. 

K5, 

Ua. 

Ua. 

Rs. 

Jniuipuv 

- L2,5i,308 

69,261 ^ 

40,486 


... 

Mirzapur 

8,39,797 

1 1,19,268 

39,873 

12,000 

... 

Benares 

9,03,653 

1,50.281 

74,818 



UhaBipur 

16,01,763 

1,18,119 

74,516 



Azamgarh 

1,62,838 


... 



Total 

4(3,62,358 

4,66,919 

2,29,691 

12,000 

63,60,9G8 




- 

CuABane. 



Diatriob. 

Cost of ^ 
Judicial 
oatablish' 
niont. 

Cost of 
Magiatratoa 
and GoUec* 
tors- 

Commis- 

sionota. 

Peiisioiia, 

MiscflUn-ne- 

OuS. 

Total. 

1 

1 

Ua. 

Us. 

Ra. 

Rfl, 

Ra. 

Ba. 

1 

Javinpnr 

62,356 

" 1,15,020 •\ 


' 2,111 ^ 

1 


[ 

MirzapLiT 

Ik’iniros 

54,036 

54,618 

1,30,476 1 
1,06,076 [ 

V5.4«2 

3,8'^8 1 

L 

47,4B9 j 

30,000 


dluizipur 

58,200 

1,48,200 ; 


2,555 J 



Total 

2,19,310 

5,60,972 

as, 462 

55,943 

30,000 

9,01,587 


Rs. 


Stipulated revenue 


Net surplus 


... 40,<]0,000 
Total 49,01,587 

... 4,69, SSI 


SuBDEB Board of ItevEHOE, 
N.-W. B., Agras 

The Uh August 1854. 


A 

(Sd.) a. J. CHETSTIAN, 

Seoretavy, 


88 


(XX) 

Know 

WILLIAM JllTlU, Ks(j., 

Secretary tn GdHi.minent, i\r.»ir. IVouLut"*. 

To 

L. J. CHRISTIAN, Est,)., 

Secretary to Sadder £oard of ItcvGivnc, -ST.-l'E. J^rovnit'C'^. 

Dated Headquarters, the '2nd Auymt 18 ;4. 

SIR, 

* 

I tim directed to acknowledge tlie leceipb of yoai* latiev, dated Itli 
instant, ITo. o83, with enclo'^ures, legardziig the designation to he given ui tho 
Collector’s lecords to the sum of one lakli of rupees diawa annually by Uie 
Kajagi of Beuares Irotn the suipUis collections ol the Beuaios Ihovlnins 

In reply I am desued to observe that tho most distiuot and (‘xiM*t 
of the item 111 the Oolloctoi’s BogisUn ol Bousion would !)(' fu jun- 
pebiuty out of the surplus lovemie aerordmg In /viludel ol tUoTAi^t oomeut 
ot OoLobei 27 th, l 70 h” 

ilrd. — These teuns while stihdly aeeunxie, limiting tlio iChpousihllil y o( 
*ho Bntihh Govonunout in the event (ninueely to he looked to as ill all a 
rosiible one) of a failure of surplus revenue, sin, h as was cmutemplated by (Uo 
VgToemeut, will ah tho same time, it is appieUeudod, be tho most clear and 
icceptablo to the Kaja. 

Atlu ihe Board are therefore lequosted to give instructions foi eutv^r, 
iis abme expressed, being made in the Pension EegLster, 

I liave, etc., 

Headquartebs : I MUIR, 

7he 22«,d August 1834 j Secretary to Gov^nment, N.-W. Provinces, 


printed nt the Pigueei Pjes*. 




